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President’s Welcome
MICK COLEMAN

It gives me great pleasure to welcome our 
friends from Cinderford to Silver Leys, as 
today’s opponents in our latest round of 
National League 1 matches. It’s always a tough 
match against Cinderford and I would be very 
surprised if today was any different, especially 
if we can get our start right, which was 
undoubtably our problem last time out against 
Sale. But what a game that was! Our comeback 
against a team of that quality was outstanding 
and some of our rugby nothing short of 
sublime, but obviously, we just can’t afford to 
give teams a 20 point start. 

Today’s Match Day sponsors are 
Corporate Forward Finance, who 
through Rob Smith have been a 
generous supporter of the club, as 
indeed are Tees, who are our Man of 
the Match sponsors. Whilst these are 
our headline sponsors today, we also 
have a further 9 tables of corporate 
sponsors here, and hopefully it 
goes without saying, but we greatly 
appreciate your input to our club and 
it’s fantastic to see so many of you 
here. One of these sponsors is EFF, 
whose boss is our own Spencer Kersey, 
who just happens to be celebrating his 
40th birthday today. What better way 
to celebrate... but he might be one to 
steer clear of later! 

Along with 2 tables of Club Stortford 
supporters, we also have a very 
distinguished Centenary table of 
club Trustees, who to be fair are 
mostly always here, but not normally 
on the same table. I would like to 
acknowledge the huge amount of 
work they carry out on behalf of the 
club, and please don’t let anyone ever 
tell you they’re stuck up there in an 
ivory tower, because it really couldn’t 
be further from the truth. As the club 
has continued along it’s extraordinary 
path of success, from our first team’s 

amazing rise through the leagues, our ability 
to still field 4 other senior teams, our massive 
numbers of youth and mini players (and 
parents), through to our ladies and touch 
sections, they continue to find ways to drive the 
club forward at all levels whilst adhering to a 
strict budget, which I’m sure you will all agree, 
has been somewhat challenging over the last 
few years. 

Finally, please keep an eye on our website 
where you can see all the latest club news, 
especially on ways you can support our 
Centenary changing room appeal!
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BARONS 
STANSTED.
YOUR LOCAL BMW RETAILER.
As an authorised BMW Retailer, Barons Stansted offers the highest levels of service 
and expertise in the local area. Whether it’s a New or Approved Used BMW, or even 
a service, our commitment is to maintain the highest of standards. We are proud 
supporters of the local community and offer preferential rates to BSRFC members.

SEARCH: BARONS STANSTED or call us on 01279 755906

    

The Ultimate 
Driving Machine
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Good afternoon, we would like to start by 
welcoming everyone to Silver Leys today 
for what promises to be a cracker of a game 
against our friends from the Forest of Dean, 
Cinderford RFC. 

A double header for our 1st XV and Blues 
always creates a great atmosphere at the club 
and we expect no different today. 

Last time out we came agonisingly close to 
beating high flying Sale FC but couldn’t quite 
hold on after fighting back from 21-0 down 
inside the opening 15mins. We will certainly be 
looking for a better first quarter of the game 
today! 

Our opposition today Cinderford, like Sale 
FC, are also pushing towards the top of the 
table, and will provide a huge test for us 
this afternoon. The reverse fixture back in 
November ended in a high scoring 55-39, but 
that doesn’t tell the whole story as we led 38-
39 going into the last 10mins, only for a couple 
of late tries and penalty kick to take the game 
away from us! 

With no 1st XV game last weekend, our Blues 
entertained Rosslyn Park 2nd XV in a rearranged 
Zoo league fixture from late January. In heavy 
conditions it was always going to be tough 
going against a much bigger pack, but the 
young Blues side, including 6 U20 year olds 
played some excellent rugby, despite losing 24-7. 

The production line of young talent looks 
stronger than ever, with no fewer than 7 of the 
current colts having played 2nd XV rugby this 
season, as well as joining the senior squad in 
training on a Tuesday and Thursday. Add to that 
a further 8 current colts having played for our 
Mitres (3rd XV), the future looks bright!! 

We hope everyone has a great day at BSRFC, 
and with another packed lunch taking place, we 
hope we can put in a performance to make you 
all proud! 

Finally we would like to wish our very own 
Chindits sponsor, player and DJ, Spencer Kersey 
a very happy 40th birthday! 

Oh Stort are we!   

Tom & Marcus

ASHLEY BOYLE DARREN ORBART

BEN SHEATH LEE SOPER RYAN CLARKE IAN SIMPSON

ROB FAIERSJADE LEEDER

The Coaching Staff:

Head Coaches
TOM COLEMAN / MARCUS CATTELL
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A LOCAL COMPANY WITH INTERNATIONAL REACH, SUPPORTING 

BISHOP’S STORTFORD RFC

Industrial Network Cables

Our cables operate in some of the toughest environments within the 
industry worldwide.
We design and manufacture cables to the highest performance levels 
with third party verification, we are specified for use on the world’s 
largest industrial projects.
No secret: Experience, common sense, plain speaking,
technical knowhow and the will to deliver.

www.belcom.co.uk
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Our Senior Teams 
#ONECLUB

Ladies 
SPONSORED BY:

Mitres 
SPONSORED BY:   

Chindits   
SPONSORED BY:

Abbotts  
SPONSORED BY:
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Brad Etherington
SPONSORED BY

RW Marsh (Nicola)
 

Ben Harrison-Price
SPONSORED BY

The Axe & Compasses 
Braughing 

www.theaxebraughing.uk 

Austin Pope
SPONSORED BY

Wickman Group
www.wickman-group.com 

Calum Coyne
SPONSORED BY

Amelia Rose Beauticians 
and Male Grooming

www.ameliarosebeauticians.co.uk

Chris Smith
SPONSORED BY

Forward Corporate 
Finance

www.forwardcf.co.uk

Callum McGurk
SPONSORED BY

Palmer & Martin
www.palmerandmartin.co.uk 

Connor Mak
SPONSORED BY

Circadian FX
www.circadianfx.com 

Alfie Orchard
SPONSORED BY

Hanbury Wealth
wwwhanburywealth.co.uk 

Alex Rayment
SPONSORED BY

Croucher Needham
www.croucherneedham.com 

Alex Gilham
SPONSORED BY

Houghton Move
www.houghtonmove.com 

The Players
BSRFC First XV Squad 2021/22

Dan Cole
SPONSORED BY

Pro84 Construction Ltd
 facebook.com/ 

pro84construction/

Charlie Garwood
SPONSORED BY

Excelsior Kitchens
 www.excelsiorkitchens.com
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The Players
BSRFC First XV Squad 2021/22

Harry Charter
SPONSORED BY

Multitech
www.temporary-electrics.co.uk 

Harrison King
SPONSORED BY

Menor Ltd 
www.menor.co.uk 

George Cullen 
SPONSORED BY

Mantle Business Centres
www.mantlebusinesscentres.co.uk

Jack Scantlebury
SPONSORED BY

NFU Mutual
www.nfumutual.co.uk

West Essex Agency
01279 871 832

Jacob Wrafter
SPONSORED BY

Westbury Garden  
Rooms Ltd

www.westburygardenrooms.com

Jake Bridges
SPONSORED BY

Nick Harris Plumbing  
& Heating

www.nhplumbingandheating.com
  



 

PLUMBING-HEATING-BATHROOMS    

Tel : 07738093733    
Email : nharrisplumbingandheating@gmail.com 

Website : nhplumbingandheating.com 

Daniel Smart
SPONSORED BY

Walden Capital 
www.waldencapital.co.uk

Declan Caulfield
SPONSORED BY

To Tuscany
www.totuscany.com 

Dan Powell
SPONSORED BY

R C Boreham
www.rcboreham.co.uk 

James Apperley
SPONSORED BY

Teddy Treble Training

James Ayrton
SPONSORED BY

Radleys
www.radleys.com 

James Thacker
SPONSORED BY

System One
www.systemone.co.uk 
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The Players
BSRFC First XV Squad 2021/22

Mike Ayrton
SPONSORED BY

Tees
www.teeslaw.com 

Josh Stannard
SPONSORED BY

Little Acre Construction 
www.littleacregroup.co.uk 

Jimmy Rea
SPONSORED BY

Cammas Hall Farm
www.cammashall.co.uk 

Matt Gilham
AVAILABLE

TO SPONSOR

CENTENARY 1921 - 2021

Jamie Gage
SPONSORED BY

Connect Scaffolding
www.connectscaffolding.co.uk 

Joss Linney
SPONSORED BY

Bit Solutions
www.bitsolutions.net 

Jamie Campbell
SPONSORED BY

McMillans Engineering 
Limited

www.mcmillansengineering.co.uk

Murray Davidson
SPONSORED BY

Japanese Knotweed
www.knotweedmanagement.com 

Ollie Jones
SPONSORED BY

Smart Merchants Ltd
www.smartmerchants.co.uk 

th
e physio&

sports
injury clinic

Nick Hankin
SPONSORED BY

Julie Wright - Physio & 
Sports Clinic

www.physio-and-sports-
injury-clinic.co.uk

Reece Lane
SPONSORED BY

Anglia Improvements 
Limited

www.anglianhome.co.uk 

Joe Radley 
SPONSORED BY

Radley Yeldar
www.ry.com
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The Players
BSRFC First XV Squad 2021/22










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Sam Winter
SPONSORED BY

Pestell and Co 
www.pestell.co.uk

Seb Brownhill
SPONSORED BY

Virtus Property  
Management

www.virtuspm.co.uk

Tom Banks
SPONSORED BY

Russell Partnership
www.russellpp.co.uk

Sam James
SPONSORED BY

Shield Batteries
www.shieldbatteries.co.uk

Sam Coleman
SPONSORED BY

PRH Engineering 
www.prhengineering.co.uk

Ross Bird 
SPONSORED BY

BEW Electrical  
Distributors Ltd

www.bewdirect.co.uk

Rory Banks
SPONSORED BY

The Star at Standon
www.starstandon.com 

Sam Tutt
SPONSORED BY

Greys of Ely
www.greysofely.co.uk

Sam Bryan
SPONSORED BY

Coleman’s Farm

Colemans
FARMERS & CONTRACTORS

Background colour just to show white Colemans, it is not to print

Toby Knight 
SPONSORED BY

Steel Builders
www.sbmdirect.co.uk

Ryan Cox
SPONSORED BY

Nockolds Solicitors
www.nockolds.co.uk 

Tom Charter
AVAILABLE

TO SPONSOR

CENTENARY 1921 - 2021
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The Players
BSRFC First XV Squad 2021/22

Would you like to sponsor  
a First XV Player?..
Contact: Julie North: 
Email: julienorth1@gmail.com

Will Roberts
SPONSORED BY

RW Pearman & Son

Tom Walker
SPONSORED BY

Orwell Shipping Monoco

Tom McCrone
SPONSORED BY

HD Print
www.hdprint.co.uk 

Tom Lewis
SPONSORED BY

Hilton’s Coachworks
www.hiltonaccidentrepair.co.uk
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Temporary and Permanent Recruitment in Herts & Essex

www.recruitability.co.uk

Tel: 01279 758 855

We are pleased 
to be different!
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BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Next-door neighbour 
Local dog walker
Mum on the school run
Rugby team member
We’re not estate agents.
We’re locals.
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Bishop’s Stortford 
Rugby Club

01279 466 706
info@hanburywealth.co.uk
www.hanburywealth.co.uk

HanburyWealth
Hanbury Wealth is a trading style of Hanbury Wealth Management Ltd, which is authorised and regulated by the Finance Conduct Authority. FCA number 757991

Investment planning | Retirement planning | Protecting your family 

P R O U D  S P O N S O R S  O F



Today’s Opposition
CINDERFORD

Cinderford RFC was formed in 1886 in 
the Forest of Dean, a mining area in West 
Gloucestershire situated between the Rivers 
Severn and Wye. The area, a source of iron 
ore and coal since pre-Roman times, also 
provided timber for Nelson’s navy and was 
seen as remote and the inhabitants as wild 
and unpredictable.

By the turn of the twentieth century 
Cinderford were playing leading teams from 
England and South Wales but after the Great 
War the club’s fortunes, and the local coal 
mining industry declined, and many good 
players ‘went North’ to seek employment 
in the coalfields and rugby in the ‘Northern 
Union’. Nevertheless A. D ‘Bumps’ Carpenter 
gained an England Cap against South Africa 
in 1931.

The club’s re-emergence after WW2 owes 
much to the efforts of the late Bob and Mary 
Beavis. ‘Cinderford White Rose’ a club mainly 
of miners, had kept rugby going over the 
war years. When they decided to re-form as 
Cinderford RFC, Mary became Hon. Sec. and 
remained so for the next fifty years!

The club started league life at level 6 and by 
2001 was at level 4. Relegated after just one 
season Cinderford were back by 2004 and 
made it to Level 3 in 2007-08 after a nail 
biting North/South play-off with Darlington 
Mowden Park. After eight seasons in National 
One they were relegated at the end of 2015-
16. During that time budding internationalists 
Freddie Burns, Sam Underhill, Harry Williams 
and Josh Adams, all gained valuable 
experience as dual-registered players.

Our first encounter with them was at the 
beginning of our promotion winning 2016/17 
season in National Two South, when in 
September we travelled to their Dockham 
Road ground and emerged with a hard fought 
22-15 victory. We then lost the return fixture 
in January 2017 by a single point (29-30). A 

result which at the time we thought might 
scupper our promotion hopes.

At the end of following season Cinderford 
regained their place in Nat 1 by becoming 
National 2(S) Champions themselves.  In 
season 18/19 we were victorious in both our 
encounters with them. 11-0 at Dockham Road 
in November & 37-17 here in the March.  

Our last two encounters have both been at 
Dockham Road, namely our only meeting in 
the aborted 19/20 season which finished 18-13 
and then the free scoring 55-39 match up 
back in November. Unfortunately for us both 
those scores were in Cinderford’s favour. A 
similar high scoring home win would be very 
welcome this afternoon.

 All that means that the head to head record 
is level at 3 wins a piece

They have had a good season to date, 
winning 13 of their 21 games. Last Saturday 
they lost narrowly at home to Rosslyn Park.

CINDERFORD

Harry Hone (Captain)
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The Physio & Sports Injury Clinic based at Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Club, 
supporting BSRFC from Minis to Seniors.

We treat all age groups and abilities, providing Quality Treatment for all types of muscle and joint 
problems in a Friendly and Supportive atmosphere by Experienced Chartered Physiotherapists.

For appointments and information contact 07944 394096
EMAIL: physioandsportsclinic@gmail.com

WEBSITE: www.physio-and-sports-injury-clinic.co.uk
Clinics Monday-Saturday with evening appointments available

Julie Wright BSc (Hons) MCSP Chartered Physiotherapist
The Physio and Sports Injury Clinic, Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Club, Hadham Road, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts, CM23 2QE

th
ephysio&

sports injury clinic

Proud Sponsor of Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Club

Tel: 01371 877060
www.temporary-electrics.co.uk

Suppliers of Temporary Site Services to the UK
Construction Industry
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Bishop’s Stortford

t: 01279 755777

London

t: 020 3892 6800

www.nockolds.co.uk

Supporting 
the Bishop’s 
Stortford Rugby 
Football Club

Proud 
Sponsors of 
the BSRFC 

Girls & Ladies 
Teams
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Marquee hire for weddings, parties, 
corporate hospitality, festivals and more. 

We pride ourselves on the service we provide with expert 
staff, great quality equipment and great customer service.

With the benefit of over 20 years within the industry, our aim 
is to make your marquee hiring process as straight 

forward as possible.

MARQUEE HIRE FOR ESSEX, HERTFORDSHIRE,  
CAMBRIDGESHIRE & LONDON

www.mhcevents.co.uk
info@mhcevents.co.uk • 01279 876 448
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SUPPORTING BISHOP’S STORTFORD LADIES RFC

HR GO Recruitment, based locally in Bishop’s Stortford since 1997.  
During this time we have built a solid reputation for providing excellent 

customer service to both our candidates and clients.

Why choose HR GO Recruitment?

We specialise in filling both temporary and 
permanent opportunities within the Commercial, 
Retail, Industrial, Engineering and IT Sectors.

TRY OUR JOBSTRY OUR JOBS

 5 Northgate End, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire CM23 2ET

 01279 503505  hrgo.co.uk/bishops-stortford

BSFRC 2019 A5 Programme_JULY_HR GO Rec.indd   1 22/07/2019   11:35
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pricebailey.co.uk
Price Bailey is a member of IAPA and the UK200Group, associations of separately owned and independently 
managed accountancy and lawyer firms. For regulatory information please visit www.pricebailey.co.uk/legal

According to the British 
Accountancy Awards, 
we’re just right!

Price Bailey Chartered Accountants, the British 
Accountancy Awards National Firm of the Year.

We’re not too big...

We’re not too small...

2019

Get in touch with our Bishop’s Stortford 
team to find out how we could help you 
and your business
  
Gary Miller  +44 (0)1279 712719
Tony Pennison  +44 (0)1279 712716

Grow with Price Bailey 
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BIT Solutions are big on ideas,
expertise and results

And small where it matters, offering the personal touch and tailored  
solutions. BIT Solutions are a leading provider of cloud and on 

premise IT solutions for clients throughout the South of England.

With our enterprise cloud platform located in two of the most advanced 
datacentres in Hertfordshire, we are able to provide our clients with flexible, 

high performance and ultra reliable cloud solutions to suit every need.

We also offer strategic IT planning, on premise IT infrastructure design, 
assistance to in-house IT teams and a range of business IT support plans.

T: 0333 577 2833   E: info@bitsolutions.net   W: www.bitsolutions.net
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Alongside you 
at the heart of the 
community
Expert legal and financial advice

Call us on 01279 755200 www.teeslaw.com

We have six offices in: Bishop’s Stortford, Brentwood, Chelmsford,  

 Saffron Walden, Royston and Cambridge.

Tees is a trading name of Stanley Tee LLP regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. Registered in England and 
Wales number OC327874. Tees is a trading name of Tees Financial Limited which is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. Registered in England and Wales number 4342506. 
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THE UK’S LARGEST  
MANUFACTURER-APPROVED 

REPAIRER

IF YOU HAVE HAD AN ACCIDENT CONTACT US VIA:  
INFO@HILTONGROUP.INFO OR 01279 757060

GENUINE PARTS, PAINTS & PROCESSES 
WE GUARANTEE YOUR VEHICLE BACK TO PRE-ACCIDENT CONDITION

Unit 2, Raynham Road,
Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire,
CM23 5PN

Looking for an estimate on a 
repair? Visit:  

Hilton Coachworks-Rugby Advert.indd   1Hilton Coachworks-Rugby Advert.indd   1 07/02/2022   08:2407/02/2022   08:24
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Results grid, table and fixtures 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 1
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Results grid, table and fixtures 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 1

 National League 1 - 2021/2022
Team P W D L PF PA PD TBP LBP Points

Caldy 22 17 2 3 578 429 149 10 1 83

Rosslyn Park 21 16 0 5 664 378 286 13 4 81

Sale FC 22 17 0 5 613 450 163 9 3 80

Cambridge 21 13 3 5 511 373 138 13 2 73

Rams 21 14 0 7 502 414 88 10 5 71

Cinderford 21 13 0 8 578 438 140 11 7 70

Chinnor 20 8 1 11 508 506 2 13 7 54

Birmingham Moseley 21 10 0 11 388 493 -105 5 3 48

Taunton 21 7 2 12 516 670 -154 11 4 47

Bishop's Stortford 21 7 2 12 487 509 -22 9 4 45

Darlington Mowden Park 21 7 1 13 491 559 -68 6 5 41

Plymouth Albion 20 7 0 13 446 534 -88 8 4 40

Blackheath 21 6 0 15 413 488 -75 4 12 40

Leeds Tykes 18 5 0 13 352 507 -155 5 7 32

Tonbridge Juddians 21 3 1 17 364 663 -299 3 6 23

HOME TEAM AWAY TEAM

Sale FC 22-21 Rams

Chinnor 36-10 Tonbridge Juddians

Blackheath 21-22 Leeds Tykes 

Darlington Mowden Park 20-22 Cambridge

Caldy 47-28 Plymouth Albion

Cinderford 10-13 Rosslyn Park

Birmingham Moseley 22-20 Taunton

Spare week Darlington Mowden Park

Season 2021/2022 NATIONAL 1 Results from 5th March

HOME TEAM AWAY TEAM

Bishop's Stortford vs Cinderford

Rosslyn Park vs  Birmingham Moseley

Leeds Tykes vs Caldy

Plymouth Albion vs Chinnor

Sale FC vs Darlington Mowden Park

Taunton vs Blackheath

Tonbridge Juddians vs Cambridge

Spare week Rams

Season 2021/2022 NATIONAL 1 Fixtures for 12th March 
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Bishop’s Stortford 1st XV
BLUE AND WHITE

Match Day Sponsors

Will Roberts*
Alex Rayment
Seb Brownhill
Harry Charter
Tom Lewis
James Apperley*
Ollie Jones*
Jacob Wrafter
Tom Banks*
Alfie Orchard
Chris Smith
James Ayrton*
Sam Winter (c)*
Josh Stannard
Mike Ayrton
REPLACEMENTS 
Harrison King
Matt Meeks
Rory Banks*
Dan Smart
Tom Walker*

The Teams

Head Coaches Tom Coleman | Marcus Cattell |
Lead Physio Jade Leeder | Team Manager Darren Orbart |
Backs Transition Coach Ash Boyle | Forwards Transition Coach Rob Faiers |
Head of Strength and Conditioning Ben Sheath | Assistant Strength and Conditioning Coach Adam Vine |
Forwards Coach Lee Soper | Physio Ryan Clarke

CENTENARY 1921 - 2021 PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR BAR LICENCE
FORBIDS THE TAKING OF GLASSES AND

GLASS BOTTLES ONTO THE FIELD. 

*Homegrown player
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16 16
17 17
18 18
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20 20

Cinderford
RED, BLACK AND YELLOW

George Porter
Sam Baker

Tim Brockett
Tyler Jerrum

George Evans
Matthew Lane

Jack Shields
Harry Hone (c)

Mike Austin
Reece Boughton

Will Hendy
George Boulton
Jamie Forrester

Will Baldwin
Reece Dunn

REPLACEMENTS 
Alex Chalklin 
Dewi Wilcox 

Mat Gilbert
Aaron Ryan

Jimmy Williams

Man of the Match Sponsors

The Teams
Referee 

Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 

Hamish Grant 
Brendan Fitzmaurice 
Nick Borkett

REUSABLE, RIGID PLASTIC GLASSES ARE
AVAILABLE AT THE BAR. PLEASE ASK FOR ONE
IF YOU INTEND TO TAKE YOUR DRINK OUTSIDE.

Director of Rugby Paul Morris | Head Coach Clive Stuart-Smith | Senior Coach Andrew Stanley | 
Player Coaches Tim Brockett | Jack Preece | Danny Pointon 
Medical Services Adam Farr | Ian Dowling | Kit Managers Julian Kibble | Craig Kibble



The Real Estate Investment Office

www.treio.com

Chris Horler  
Director 

M: +44 (0)7341 479342  

E: chris@treio.com

Robert Stokely  
Director 

M: +44 (0)7773 187523  

E: robert@treio.com

Georgina Badine  
Director 

M: +44 (0)7859 394187  

E: georgina@treio.com

Real Estate investment advisor
to HNWIs, families of wealth,
trusts and charities.

With Directors based in London and Geneva, 
we are a trusted partner providing 
discreet, independent and insightful 
advice enabling our clients to 
successfully achieve their 
investment objectives.

Simply put, we listen, we enable, we perform.

A5 ad ideas.indd   1A5 ad ideas.indd   1 27/07/2021   13:3127/07/2021   13:31
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Colts Report 
BY DAVE MACFIE

The Colts returned to competitive rugby in 
September and have gone from strength to 
strength since. A new coaching team took the 
reins in the form of former first team players Steve 
Hearn and Dave Macfie working alongside current 
1st XV player and community rugby coach Austin 
Pope, with Richard Ward taking on the managerial 
role. The coaching team was finalised and 
comprises of a few old heads and some young 
current players in the form of John Cullen (JC), 
Ulrich Van Eck, Brad Quinn, Ben Harrison Price and 
James Thacker. They Colts have been bolstered 
pitch side with the valuable first aid services of 
Mehmet Mehmet. 

September saw the Colts start with a solid victory 
over local rivals Shelford in the first round of 
the National Cup and they then followed this 
up in the 2nd round with a comfortable win 
against Chelmsford. Unfortunately November 
saw the team slump to defeat in the 3rd round 
to Cambridge in a rather disappointing fashion 
but it has spurred the whole squad on to aim 
to complete the remaining season as county 
champions in both A+B team competitions as well 
as finish at the top of both their respective Herts 
Middlesex leagues.

With 52 registered players playing at U18 level, 
competition for places is as challenging as ever. 

This was never more evident than when both 
teams travelled the short distance to another local 
rival in Hertford at the end of November. With the 
return of several players from representative rugby 
the Colts were at full strength and this showed 
win a combined victory of 117-0. All coaches were 
delighted with the quality of the tries but probably 
more impressed with the teams desire to pull 
together and refuse to concede points.

The B team are currently sitting top of their HML 
league and the A team will hopefully follow suit 
when they complete all their fixtures. Both teams 
currently await semi-final fixtures in the county 
cup after some great victories in the previous 
rounds. In the quarter finals the A team completed 
a 12-7 victory over Hemel Hempstead (Camelot) in 
a tough affair at Silver Leys but more impressive 
were the Will Marriott led B team who travelled 
to Hitchin and came away with a 29-17 win in a 
fixture which at one point saw the team reduced 
to 13 men through injury. A delighted coaching 
duo of Austin and BHP were overjoyed with the 
character shown by all the players on the day.

The strength and 
character have been more 
than evident with the 
amount of older players 
in the squad who have 
transitioned into senior 
rugby. Currently 15 of 
the squad players have 
made the step up into the 
senior section of the club 
with hopefully more will follow this year and the 
seasons to come. 

The players who have made the transition 
so far are; Archie Racey, Aston Beaverstock, 
Aidan Murphy, Ryan Cox, Benjy Furrer, Harrison 
Compton, Murray Davidson, Will Marriott, Fabian 
Ducci, Nathan Brandrith-Bossert, Alex Siddle, Cian 
Nagle, Carn Richards-Farr, Charlie Reynolds-West 
and Josh Perry-Jones. 
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Confident you’re doing  
all you can to keep wealth  
in your bloodline?

KMD Private Wealth Management Ltd. 

Tel: 01279 647 663  
enquiries@kmdpwm.co.uk

www.kmdpwm.co.uk

KMD Private Wealth 
Management Ltd 

is authorised and 
regulated by the 

Financial Conduct 
Authority.

If you work hard and care about your children’s 
financial security, it’s worth checking out.  
Just a brief exploration – perhaps over a coffee – 
may reveal there could be more.

You’ve got nothing to lose and potentially 
invaluable help for your family’s future to gain.

Contact us today to arrange a short meeting: 
bloodline@kmdpwm.co.uk

Offices in Stansted, Cambridge and London.
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Match Report
BISHOP’S STORTFORD 33-35 SALE

Stortford started confidently, after receiving 
the opening dropout but proceeded to gift 
Sale possession from an early forward pass 
under no pressure and then continued playing 
the generous hosts for the first 13 minutes, by 
which time the visitors’ slick backs had cut the 
home defence to pieces, registering three tries 
to Jack Moorhouse, twice and Nev Edwards, 
all well converted by James Robins. Some of 
the Sale interplay was very hard to defend, 
with Moorhouse and fellow centre, Fergus 
Mulchrone looking particularly threatening, 
but, as Stortford proved later in the game, by 
stemming possession and defending more 
aggressively, they could be more than a match 
for the league high-flyers. The “Dogs”’ soon 
had to experience some dogged opposition 
themselves, as Stortford fought back, taking 
advantage of a Sale forward pass to launch 
a slick backs’ move, with Chris Smith going 
in for a try out wide on 18 minutes, brilliantly 
converted by Alfie Orchard. The game was now 
much more even and was lit up by a superb 
solo try from Josh Stannard after 29 minutes, 
recovering a loose ball well inside his own half 
and stepping inside to run diagonally, swerving 
his way through the heart of Sale’s defence, 
finally outpacing the covering winger for a 
converted try. With halftime approaching, 
Stannard struck again, gathering his own kick 
ahead to plunge over in the corner for an 
unconverted try and narrowing the deficit to 
only 2 points. Orchard’s conversion attempt 
across the wind slid agonisingly wide. Once 
again, though Stortford generosity came to 
the fore, as they botched a defensive lineout, 
allowing Sale’s hooker, Josh Brown to gather on 
the run and bundle over for the softest of tries. 
To pour salt on Stortford’s self-inflicted wound, 
Robins calmly converted with a drop kick from 
out wide after the ball had toppled off the tee.

Undaunted, Stortford started the second half 
strongly and, with Sale now, rather surprisingly 

kicking ball away, a good return kick from Mike 
Ayrton, backed up by a good chase, forced a 
breakdown penalty, kicked to touch close to the 
visitors’ 22 after 49 minutes. Good ball from the 
lineout gave Orchard room and a clever chip 
kick by the flyhalf, saw James Ayrton touching 
down by the posts for a converted try. The 
home side kept up the pressure and a yellow 
card to Sale’s Rhys Davies for foul play on 56 
minutes opened the door for another Stortford 
score, with Jacob Wrafter registering a fifth try 
from a driven lineout maul only 2 minutes later. 
This was also well converted by Orchard. Being 
behind for the first time in the game, it was 
now Sale’s turn to live up to their nickname, as 
they hurled themselves onto the attack. They 
couldn’t find the fluency of the first half, but ran 
through multiple phases and eventually found 
the crucial offload out of a tackle for Jack 
Metcalf to scoot under the posts, giving Robins 
an easy conversion. There were still 10 minutes 
to go, but, despite Stortford’s best efforts, they 
managed to see the game out without undue 
alarm. 

Many thanks to today’s Matchday Sponsors, 
Hanbury Wealth for their continuing, 
outstanding support and to RC Boreham, 
today’s Man of the Match sponsors. After 
his outstanding solo try and, slightly less 
spectacular (!) second touchdown, the award 
today could only go to Josh Stannard.
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. . .AND PROUD SPONSORS OF 

Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Club 

M J Warner Volkswagen   
Hare Street, Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 0EA 

Telephone: 01763 289 472

www.mjwarner.co.uk

Sales
Servicing
Accident repairs
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M J Warner Volkswagen

Your trusted local Volkswagen retailer since 1980
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Opening Hours
Lunch

Open 7 days a week
11.30am to 2.00pm

Dinner

Sunday - Thursday
5.00pm to 11.00pm
Friday & Saturday

5.00pm to midnight

Find Us
24 Hadham Road, 

Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2QS

01279 507777/658888

Order Online
www.zara-dining.com

Modern Indian Dining 
in Elegant Surroundings

We are a family friendly restaurant, serving innovative Indian 
cuisine for those who enjoy good food and wine with friends in a 

relaxed atmosphere in the heart of Bishops Stortford. 

Why not pop in for just a glass of wine or one of our specially 
selected cocktails before your meal. 

Or order a take-away by phone or from our web site.

All the talent in the world 
won’t take you anywhere 
without your teammates...

accelerating chemistry

Proud supporters of BSRFC 
t: +44 1799 513320
e: sales@radleys.co.uk
www.radleys.com

Radleys Advert.indd   1Radleys Advert.indd   1 05/08/2021   23:57:5005/08/2021   23:57:50
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Seb Brownhill
BY RICHARD EVANS

How do you become an established prop in the 
front row of the Bishops Stortford First XV having 
started playing rugby at their nearest & historic 
rivals Hertford RFC?  

Seb Brownhill has played for Stortford for five 
seasons and had a long continuous run of 
games in the front row featuring in all the league 
games so far this season. That run of games 
helps of course but you know that you are really 
established in the pack for Stortford when you 
replace Will Roberts at halftime and that popular 
RFU referee, Veryan Boscawen mistakes you for 
a Stortford stalwart Tom McCrone! Mr. Boscawen 
yellow carded Seb for allegedly pulling a maul 
down in the 56th minute in the Plymouth home 
game this season. Veryan later claimed that the 
yellow card was meant for McCrone. On being 
corrected about which player he had actually 
yellow carded he replied “But I always yellow card 
McCrone when I referee at Stortford”. 

But perhaps Seb will only be considered to have 
achieved full Stortford prop legend status when 
Mr Boscawen states “I always yellow card Seb 
Brownhill when I referee at Stortford”.   

Seb came to Stortford via Hertford minis and 
Under 14’s, the Saracens Academy, Haileybury 
College on a Dallaglio Foundation scholarship and 
Loughborough University. His rugby “journey” 
is even more interesting as in his early playing 
days he was a second row but coming up against 
gigantic second rows like the current English 
international, Nick Isiekwe in the Saracens 
Academy he thought it was wiser to bulk up and 
become a prop. 

Very few forwards successfully make the move 
from second row to front row. After all the front 
row is now rugby’s most specialized position. For 
reasons of technique and safety it is considered 
dangerous for anybody other than another 
experienced front row player to replace a front 
row forward. And of course when a front row 
player is yellow carded, a player from another 

“less important” position has to leave the field for 
a replacement front row to come on. 

Seb is sufficiently flexible playing in the front 
row to cover both the Loose-head (No.1) and 
Tight-head (No.3) and you need a rugby PhD (or 
read the article on page 61 of this Programme) 
to understand the differences. Props are also 
considered such key players that they are always 
rotated and Seb can be substituted for a justifiable 
rest if he starts the game or invariably be brought 
on in the second half if selected on the bench. 
Maybe it would have been simpler and easier for 
Seb to have stayed as a second row?  

Seb was badly injured at the start of 2020 and 
required surgery to fix the injury. Seb appreciated 
his continued sponsorship support by Virtus 
during his long injury and when he took the 
field from the bench at Tonbridge Juddians in 
September 2021 it was his first league game back. 
The Covid restrictions and no league games in the 
2020/21 season meant he had plenty of time to 
fully recover from the injury as borne out by his 
constant presence in the side this season.
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BARONS 
STANSTED.
YOUR LOCAL MINI RETAILER.
As an authorised MINI Retailer, Barons Stansted offers the highest levels of service 
and expertise in the local area. Whether it’s a New or Approved Used MINI, or even 
a service, our commitment is to maintain the highest of standards. We are proud 
supporters of the local community and offer preferential rates to BSRFC members.

SEARCH: BARONS STANSTED or call us on 01279 755906
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Covering The Colts
EMMA COX PHOTOGRAPHY

 @emma_rugby_photography      @emmacphotos

Featured match: Colts vs Camelot (Hemel Hempstead) 
Final score 12-7 to BSRFC
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Working in conjunction with the 1stXV 
coaching team, CS provides funding 
for various expenditure beyond the 
financial resources of the main club.

Our Joint head coaches Tom and 
Marcus have stressed on a number of 
occasions how important the financial 
support given to them by Club Stortford 
is. Quite simply, without it’s support, the 
team would not be able to perform at 
such currently high levels.

We continue to look for new members, 
to allow us to broaden and deepen the 
extent of our support.

We would urge you to consider joining 
Club Stortford. If you are interested and 
would like further information, please 
contact our secretary, 

Russell Cattell 07778 101 988

Now in its sixth season, Club Stortford 
was set up by a small working party to support 
the 1st XV squad after promotion to National 
League Rugby in 2013/14. Our aim is “to ensure 
Bishop’s Stortford RFC has a sustainable future 
in National League Rugby and continues to 
nurture home grown talent.” 

Club Stortford
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The Oval Club

The Oval Club is an autonomous body and 
entirely independent of the Rugby Club’s 
operations. None of the Committee members 
hold a position or appointment in the Rugby 
Club’s infrastructure. The Oval Club does not 
seek to influence decisions of the Rugby Club. 
It responds to requests for financial assistance 
for projects which have been approved by the 
Rugby Club’s Executive Committee and which 
fall within its mission statement.

Funds are raised by monthly contributions from 
the Members two thirds of which are set aside 
for Rugby Club projects with the other third 
reserved for social events for Members.

To date The Oval Club has raised over a quarter 
of a million pounds with the Rugby Club 
receiving more than £150,000.

The Oval Club makes contributions to the 
Rugby Club for one off projects which are 
of long term value and not part of on-going 
budget requirements. Often these contributions 
have been made to the Club to enable it to 
secure grants from the Rugby Football Union 
and other sources.

So far, major contributions have been made 
towards the cost of:

• Flood lighting the main pitch,
• Floodlighting the back field pitches,
• Pitch repair and maintenance,
• Improvement of the playing surfaces,  
 including the purchase of a verti-drainer,
• Drainage of the back field pitches,
• Rabbit fencing,

• Replacement of goal posts,
• Refurbishing the changing room showers,
• Purchase of physiotherapy equipment,
• Playing equipment and travel costs for all  
 teams,
• Supporting youth and mini through tours, kit  
 and additional playing facilities,
• Junior coaching courses.

On the social side there are annual Members’ 
events. Currently these are:

• A self-supporting golf day at one of the local  
 golf clubs,
• An Annual Dinner and Forum,
• First team home and away lunches.

Through its contributions The Oval Club plays 
a considerable part in helping the Rugby Club 
enhance its playing related facilities for the use 
and benefit of all members of the Club.

Anyone who is interested in joining  
The Oval Club should contact a 

member of the Committee below.
THE OVAL CLUB COMMITTEE:

Robbie Kerr - Chairman
John Robinson - Secretary

John Power- Treasurer
Mark Caulfield
Mike Howatson

Mark Smith
August 2021

The Oval Club was formed in 1998 by some Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Football 
Club members who wanted to find a way of raising funds to improve the 
playing facilities of the Club with the mission statement:

‘To contribute towards promoting the highest possible standard of rugby 
throughout Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Football Club’



- 48 -

A vibrant community...
of residential and commercial tenants 
in a live work heritage complex in the 
heart of Bishop’s Stortford next to the 
train station, a brilliant location for 
office and apartment living.

Commercial spaces to rent from 
small office pods to blue chip client 
spaces.

Stunning loft style apartments with 
on site retail, food and services.

Join our happy community.

www.millarsmaltings.co.uk
01279 658 301  •  07850 887 777
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PROUD SPONSORS OF BISHOP
,
S STORTFORD RUGBY CLUB

01279 757 113     www.connectscaffolding.co.uk

SCAFFOLDING
APPRENTICESHIP

At Connect we believe in developing the potential 

of our people through training and we are 

committed to ensuring that our Scaffolders are 

among the best in the industry.

To find out more about our apprenticeship scheme 

and NVQ Construction Diploma Scaffolding email us 

at recruitment@connectscaffolding.co.uk

• WORK OUTDOORS

• KEEP FIT

• LEARN  
 PRACTICAL SKILLS

• GAIN  
 QUALIFICATIONS

• BE PART OF A 
 GREAT TEAM

SAFER
controlling risks, making 

health and safety our priority

EASIER
sharing ideas for smarter  

working delivering  
innovative solutions

QUICKER
saving time through continual

improvement and good  
communication

BETTER CONNECTED
working as a team to deliver  

great customer service



- 50 -



- 51 -

We are proud sponsors of Bishop’s Stortford RFC

Thremhall Park is a classic neo-Georgian building, set in 
a historic parkland. Offering serviced offices, co-working 

spaces, virtual services & meeting rooms

mantlebusinesscentres.co.uk

S T A N S T E D
THREMHALL PARK
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BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Keen to discuss your needs 
Here’s my mobile number 
A drink in the pub 
Just popping in to say hi
We’re not estate agents.
We’re friends.
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E X C E L S I O R  K I T C H E N S

Established in 2000, Excelsior Kitchens are one of the leading fitted kitchen specialists in East Anglia, the 

South and London. With a wide range of materials, colours and styles, we can find a solution for all projects, 

budgets and locations. Our experienced designers can offer expert advice and a professional service.

E X C E L S I O R K I T C H E N S . C O M 
 

3 Takeley Business Centre, Dunmow Road, Takeley, Essex, CM22 6SJ - T 01279 870700



- 54 -

• Pick-Your-Own & freshly ready-picked produce:
Strawberries • Gooseberries • Raspberries • Onions  
Blackberries • Blackcurrants • Sweetcorn • Cherries  
Blueberries • Sunflowers • Pumpkins... when in season

• Tea Barn - great coffee and homemade food

• Children’s Play Area

•  Farm Shop: The best local produce including honey &  
jam from the farm

• Nature Trail

• Maize Maze (August to October)

• Seasonal Events

A great day out for all the family!

Hatfield Broad Oak
CM22 7JT

The highest quality fresh produce  
in beautiful countryside surroundings

Open
 Tu

esd
ay  

to 
Sun

day  

and
 Bank

 Holid
ays

*Pre-book only for PYO, please book online at cammashall.co.uk

CHFF_RFC_A5_COLOUR_AD_2021.indd   1CHFF_RFC_A5_COLOUR_AD_2021.indd   1 16/07/2021   14:0216/07/2021   14:02



Proud Supporters of
Bishop’s Stortford RFC
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Plans to transform Sworder’s Field

into an open-air cinema hang in the

balance after an angry resident

claimed the park was being turned into

“Wembley Stadium”.
Members of East Herts Council’s

licensing sub-committee are meeting

behind closed doors at 2pm today

(Wednesday) to decide if performances

of Disney sing-along favourite Frozen

and Freddie Mercury biopicBohemian

Rhapsody can go ahead on Saturday

(August 31).The screenings by Sunset Cinema

are set to start with the children’s

Cinema tobite thedust?

Open-air screenings of Bohemian Rhapsody and Frozen are under

pressure after neighbour complains about Sunset Cinema event

Sinead Corrsinead.corr@stortfordindie.co.uk

Being Mr World IS rocket science for Stortford-raised Jack

Former Bishop’s Stortford schoolboy Jack Heslewood celebrates being crowned Mr World with his fellow contestants in the Philippines – full story page 3

animation from 3pm, followed by the

Queen film from 8.30pm.
Such public presentations require a

premises licence, as does the provision

of late-night refreshment. The

application, if confirmed, would be

subject to a limit of three events a year

between June and September and with

a maximum of 1,500 film fans.

The screening of the musical movies

is the last straw for one resident,whose

complaints have triggered today’s

examination. The anonymous

neighbour lives at King’s Court “about

100m away” from the field.
In a written submission, the

householder complains: “My home

life here has been ruined by the field

being turned from a quiet park into a

concert and events venue.”
They list “fairground visits”, May’s

Bish Bash music festival, the town

carnival in June, July’s Grove Cottage

food and drink festival and Sunday

morning exercise classes as the source

of “boom boom amplified music” or

public address announcements.

The neighbour says: “I know the

town council are raising revenue and

that’s what it is all about, but it’s a

park, notWembleyStadium.Every few

weekends and some weekdays, I have

to shut all my windows in warm

weather or leave the house.
“An open air cinema less than 200

yards from homes, including elderly

people’s sheltered accommodation,

and the associated noise of people

coming and going and using the

cinema just seems totally unfair, and I

can’t believe this is considered an

appropriate location for yet more

‘licensed activities’.”
They insist they have been driven

from their home by the disruption and

say: “How is this fair? Of course I

expect people walking their dogs,

playing football on Sunday mornings

etc, it’s a park and it’s actually quite

nice and natural, but all these music

and Tannoy events are totally ruining

my use of my home. Please don’t grant

this licence.”Sunset Cinema has been telling

moviegoers to take their own picnics

and seating, and that the screenings

will proceed regardless of the weather.
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tford.
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p of ab
out six

young
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that s
urrou

nded t
he vic

tim – caus
ed

widesp
read a

nger a
nd rev

ulsion
when

it was
circula

ted on
social

media
.

It happ
ened la

st Frid
ay at a

bout 5
pm

at the
fair in

Sword
er’s F

ield. T
he

13-yea
r-old v

ictim,
who i
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ring a

schoo
l unifo

rm for Ne
wport

’s Joy
ce

Frank
landA

cadem
y, is se

ated on
adirt

path
by the river

in front
of her

Bully’s
sickat

tackon
girl

at fair
filmed by frie

nd

Cat Barkley

cat.ba
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stortfo
rdind

ie.co.u
k

Your £
10,000

backin
g for fe

stival a
ppeal

ismusic to
our ea

rs

Bish Bash directo
rs Twig Smith and Annabe

l Cowley, rea
r centre

, and Indie editor
Paul W

inspea
r, front

centre
, with three

of the

Save Stortfo
rd’s Music Festiv

al major do
nors, A
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Hunt (m
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g directo

r of Te
es Law), Sara

h Carter (
on behalf

of Bishop’
s

Stortfo
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rs’ sur
geries

) and Steve
Edwards of Sto

rt Blinds

Pictu
re: Vi

kki Li
nce (1656

7002
)

attack
er, wh

o stan
ds ove

r her.

The bu
lly, wh

o is of
a simi

lar age
to

her vi
ctim,

then k
icks th

e girl
in the

head w
ith su

ch for
ce tha

t the v
ictim

crump
les ont

o her b
ack.

While
the gi

rl is o
n her

hands
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, she
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d to kiss her
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nt’s sh

oes an
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plies.

The bo
y filmi
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eard to

say: “I
’ve

got the
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t, thou
gh, it’s

still on
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the be
st bit.”

When
the vic
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attack
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I’ll pu
t your
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dirty s
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said: “
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that w
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He ad
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in the
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Plans to transform Sworder’s Field

into an open-air cinema hang in the

balance after an angry resident

claimed the park was being turned into

“Wembley Stadium”.
Members of East Herts Council’s

licensing sub-committee are meeting

behind closed doors at 2pm today

(Wednesday) to decide if performances

of Disney sing-along favourite Frozen

and Freddie Mercury biopicBohemian

Rhapsody can go ahead on Saturday

(August 31).The screenings by Sunset Cinema

are set to start with the children’s

Cinema tobite thedust?

Open-air screenings of Bohemian Rhapsody and Frozen are under

pressure after neighbour complains about Sunset Cinema event

Sinead Corrsinead.corr@stortfordindie.co.uk

Being Mr World IS rocket science for Stortford-raised Jack

Former Bishop’s Stortford schoolboy Jack Heslewood celebrates being crowned Mr World with his fellow contestants in the Philippines – full story page 3

animation from 3pm, followed by the

Queen film from 8.30pm.
Such public presentations require a

premises licence, as does the provision

of late-night refreshment. The

application, if confirmed, would be

subject to a limit of three events a year

between June and September and with

a maximum of 1,500 film fans.

The screening of the musical movies

is the last straw for one resident,whose

complaints have triggered today’s

examination. The anonymous

neighbour lives at King’s Court “about

100m away” from the field.
In a written submission, the

householder complains: “My home

life here has been ruined by the field

being turned from a quiet park into a

concert and events venue.”
They list “fairground visits”, May’s

Bish Bash music festival, the town

carnival in June, July’s Grove Cottage

food and drink festival and Sunday

morning exercise classes as the source

of “boom boom amplified music” or

public address announcements.

The neighbour says: “I know the

town council are raising revenue and

that’s what it is all about, but it’s a

park, notWembleyStadium.Every few

weekends and some weekdays, I have

to shut all my windows in warm

weather or leave the house.
“An open air cinema less than 200

yards from homes, including elderly

people’s sheltered accommodation,

and the associated noise of people

coming and going and using the

cinema just seems totally unfair, and I

can’t believe this is considered an

appropriate location for yet more

‘licensed activities’.”
They insist they have been driven

from their home by the disruption and

say: “How is this fair? Of course I

expect people walking their dogs,

playing football on Sunday mornings

etc, it’s a park and it’s actually quite

nice and natural, but all these music

and Tannoy events are totally ruining

my use of my home. Please don’t grant

this licence.”Sunset Cinema has been telling

moviegoers to take their own picnics

and seating, and that the screenings

will proceed regardless of the weather.
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Community rallying round for Ukraine 
as donations pour in for Indie aid appeal

Main, Coopers of Stortford staff helped to load readers’ donations into the van with Lou from Felsted Aid for 

Deprived Children ahead of the charity’s aid mission to Moldova. Inset, volunteers including Jess Kensek Dowdle, 

left, and Stephanie Hodds have been busy sorting the piles of donations in the Indie office – see pages 4-5

Drugs den shut down after death of woman
Police have shut down a house in 
Bishop’s Stortford where a young 
woman died suddenly after it became 
a magnet for criminals and left 
neighbours living in fear from drug 
dealers.

They began investigating the 
property in Oak Street, off  
Bartholomew Road, which was let to 
a 65-year-old female care worker, in 
January 2021 after receiving 
information it was being used for 
dealing and taking drugs. There were 
also multiple complaints about anti-
social behaviour.Last month, paramedics were 
called to the address and police 
subsequently confirmed the 
non-suspicious sudden death of  a 
female.

An inquest has yet to be held, but 
police included the tragedy as part of  
their 95-page dossier of  evidence put 
before the courts in seeking the 
closure order.

The order was granted by 
Stevenage magistrates last Thursday 
(March 3). It prohibits anyone from 
entering the address for the next 
three months.

PCs Derek Lewin and Obi Anoliefo 
compiled the dossier which detailed:n Drug dealers threatening to harm 
the tenant and cause criminal damage;
n  Drug users causing noise and 
nuisance around the clock, with people 
shouting and screaming outside;n Fights between visitors to the 
address;
n  Vehicles arriving and the 
occupants buying and selling drugs;n Residents unable to have their 
grandchildren visit because of  fears 
for their safety or forced to keep 

Sinead Corr & Hollie Rydernewsdesk@stortfordindie.co.uk
youngsters indoors to prevent 
contact with drug users outside;n Multiple calls to the ambulance 
service and numerous visits by police;
n A rise in criminality in the town 
centre, including shoplifting and 
counterfeit currency,  directly linked 
to visitors.

Insp Mark Collins, from Stortford 
police, said: “The effect of  anti-social 
behaviour in the area has been 
devastating for residents and I thank 
them for their support.“Working with our partners at East 
Herts Council and Clarion Housing, 
we’ve ensured they can start getting 
some deserved peace without living 
in fear.”

He said the tenant had not always 
been living at the property and had 
given the keys to a family member. 
Despite lengthy negotiations, police, 
the housing association and council 
were left with little option but to seek 
a closure order.“The tenant has been subject to a 
number of  out-of-court resolutions, 
has a community protection warning 
and has had tenancy warnings,” said 
Insp Collins.

“The tenant was approached on 
numerous occasions and asked if  
they were under any duress or the 
housing being cuckooed, however on 
this occasion this relates to the 
tenant’s family, not a gang cuckooing 
a vulnerable victim.“A closure order will only come as 
a last option – the last thing we want 
to do is remove anybody from their 
house. We have to satisfy the court to 
ensure all responsible steps have 
been taken to safeguard the tenant 
and the community.”Insp Collins said that a number of  
arrests had been made prior to the 
closure order and formed part of  
their evidence.
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Drugs den 
shut down 
after death 
of woman

Police have shut down a house in Bishop’s Stortford where a young woman died suddenly after it became a magnet for criminals and left neighbours living in fear from drug dealers.
They began investigating the property in Oak Street, off  Bartholomew Road, which was let to a 65-year-old female care worker, in January 2021 after receiving information it was being used for dealing and taking drugs. There were also multiple complaints about anti-social behaviour.

Last month, paramedics were called to the address and police subsequently confirmed the non-suspicious sudden death of  a female.
An inquest has yet to be held, but police included the tragedy as part of  their 95-page dossier of  evidence put before the courts in seeking the closure order.

The order was granted by Stevenage magistrates last Thursday (March 3). It prohibits anyone from entering the address for the next three months.
PCs Derek Lewin and Obi Anoliefo compiled the dossier which detailed:n Drug dealers threatening to harm the tenant and cause criminal damage;n  Drug users causing noise and nuisance around the clock, with people shouting and screaming outside;n Fights between visitors to the address;

n  Vehicles arriving and the occupants buying and selling drugs;n Residents unable to have their grandchildren visit because of  fears for their safety or forced to keep 
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youngsters indoors to prevent contact with drug users outside;n Multiple calls to the ambulance service and numerous visits by police;n A rise in criminality in the town centre, including shoplifting and counterfeit currency,  directly linked to visitors.
Insp Mark Collins, from Stortford police, said: “The effect of  anti-social behaviour in the area has been devastating for residents and I thank them for their support.“Working with our partners at East Herts Council and Clarion Housing, we’ve ensured they can start getting some deserved peace without living in fear.”

He said the tenant had not always been living at the property and had given the keys to a family member. Despite lengthy negotiations, police, the housing association and council were left with little option but to seek a closure order.
“The tenant has been subject to a number of  out-of-court resolutions, has a community protection warning and has had tenancy warnings,” said Insp Collins.

“The tenant was approached on numerous occasions and asked if  they were under any duress or the housing being cuckooed, however on this occasion this relates to the tenant’s family, not a gang cuckooing a vulnerable victim.“A closure order will only come as a last option – the last thing we want to do is remove anybody from their house. We have to satisfy the court to ensure all responsible steps have been taken to safeguard the tenant and the community.”Insp Collins said that a number of  arrests had been made prior to the closure order and formed part of  their evidence.
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Drugs den 
shut down 
after death 
of woman

Police have shut down a house in Bishop’s Stortford where a young woman died suddenly after it became a magnet for criminals and left neighbours living in fear from drug dealers.
They began investigating the property in Oak Street, off  Bartholomew Road, which was let to a 65-year-old female care worker, in January 2021 after receiving information it was being used for dealing and taking drugs. There were also multiple complaints about anti-social behaviour.

Last month, paramedics were called to the address and police subsequently confirmed the non-suspicious sudden death of  a female.
An inquest has yet to be held, but police included the tragedy as part of  their 95-page dossier of  evidence put before the courts in seeking the closure order.

The order was granted by Stevenage magistrates last Thursday (March 3). It prohibits anyone from entering the address for the next three months.
PCs Derek Lewin and Obi Anoliefo compiled the dossier which detailed:n Drug dealers threatening to harm the tenant and cause criminal damage;n  Drug users causing noise and nuisance around the clock, with people shouting and screaming outside;n Fights between visitors to the address;

n  Vehicles arriving and the occupants buying and selling drugs;n Residents unable to have their grandchildren visit because of  fears for their safety or forced to keep 
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youngsters indoors to prevent contact with drug users outside;n Multiple calls to the ambulance service and numerous visits by police;n A rise in criminality in the town centre, including shoplifting and counterfeit currency,  directly linked to visitors.

Insp Mark Collins, from Stortford police, said: “The effect of  anti-social behaviour in the area has been devastating for residents and I thank them for their support.
“Working with our partners at East Herts Council and Clarion Housing, we’ve ensured they can start getting some deserved peace without living in fear.”

He said the tenant had not always been living at the property and had given the keys to a family member. Despite lengthy negotiations, police, the housing association and council were left with little option but to seek a closure order.
“The tenant has been subject to a number of  out-of-court resolutions, has a community protection warning and has had tenancy warnings,” said Insp Collins.

“The tenant was approached on numerous occasions and asked if  they were under any duress or the housing being cuckooed, however on this occasion this relates to the tenant’s family, not a gang cuckooing a vulnerable victim.
“A closure order will only come as a last option – the last thing we want to do is remove anybody from their house. We have to satisfy the court to ensure all responsible steps have been taken to safeguard the tenant and the community.”

Insp Collins said that a number of  arrests had been made prior to the closure order and formed part of  their evidence.
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SHOPOUR CLUB IS OPEN
SUNDAYS 9AM - 1PM

AND
XV HOME MATCH DAYS

12
(1ST ONLY)

- 3PMSATURDAYS

SHOP ONLINE 24/7

bsrfcshop.selz .com
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scrummy fish & chips for all the family!

Place your orders in-store or through Click & 
Collect/ Home Delivery using our app or website: 

ORDER AWARD-WINNING POST-RUGBY FOOD YOUR WAY!

Takeaway Click &
Collect 

Home
Delivery

Party
Orders

SEE YOU AFTER THE GAME!

8 Thorley Centre, Bishops Stortford, HertS, CM23 4EG. 01279 466283
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Wealth Management 
Chartered Financial Planners 

Pension & Retirement Specialist 
Residential & Commercial Mortgages

A safe pair  
of hands

www.waldencapital.co.uk 
01799 521017  |  info@waldencapital.co.uk 

The Old Gun Rooms  |  17 High Street  |  Saffron Walden  |  Essex  |  CB10 1AT

Walden Capital is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
(registration no. 491834)
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Loose or tight?
THE PROP POSITIONS EXPLAINED BY RICHARD EVANS 

Scrums are significant events in our Union version 
of Rugby. They are a source of primary (or clean) 
possession and because the side putting the 
ball into the scrum are expected to win it, strikes 
against the head or turnovers in the scrum are 
highly prized. 

What exactly goes on during each scrum is 
extremely difficult to say for certain even for very 
experienced rugby followers. The secrets are 
closely guarded by those in the so called ‘Front 
Row Club’ but in truth they often don’t know 
either! 

What we do know is that all three front row 
players (the Hooker No.2 is the one between the 
props) on each side need to work together to be 
successful. So sometimes it might not actually be 
the fault of the penalised player when something 
is judged to have gone array.  

The Loose-head (#1) is on the left hand side of 
the scrum and as the name suggests their head is 
not completely bound in. It is the more technical 
of the prop positions, in the sense that because 
only one shoulder is engaged, it is somewhat akin 
to lifting a set of weights with only the right arm, 
and nothing to balance on the left. The primary 
role for the Loose-head is to ensure his hooker is 
not under pressure and 
can channel the ball by 
staying square. 

By contrast, the Tight-
head (#3) on the 
right hand side of the 
scrum has their head 
retained on both sides 
and is a position where 
sheer strength is more 
important than technique. 
The Tight-head prop 
is the cornerstone of a 
scrum and it all of the 
angles of force come 
through him. 

The ‘battle’ at each 
scrum between the props 

involves the Tight-head trying to force open the 
gap between Loose-head and their Hooker to 
make life more difficult for the Hooker and the 
Loose-head trying to destabilise the Tight-head 
and thus the whole opposition scrum. Who 
wins most decisively invariably determines the 
outcome of each scrum. 

The nuances of each battle are extremely difficult 
for officials to see clearly and illegal techniques or 
as those involved like to term them ‘the dark arts’ 
are often involved. 

Some might argue that in the modern game 
sheer size and strength are valued more highly 
than technique but one thing the vast majority 
of us can agree upon is that the integrity of the  
‘individual battle’ element of Union scrums needs 
to be maintained because without it our game will 
lose much of its charm and interest 

I have to end with my favourite prop story of Phil 
O’Callaghan, the Irish Tight head prop, who during 
an international game was tapped on the shoulder 
and admonished by the referee. “O’Callaghan you 
are boring” referring to the way he was lining up 
against his opponent in a scrum. The reply from 
‘Philo’ was a classic. “You’re not so entertaining 
yourself Sir.”
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On this day...
MARCH 1996 

A lot was going on in March 1996, 75 years 
after the formation of the club in May 1921. The 
headline in the Herts & Essex Observer on March 
14th read ‘Veteran Johnson Tastes That Old 
Barbarian Magic’. 

After 27 years of playing for Bishop’s Stortford, 
Colin aged 43, played for the Barbarians in 
the 75th Hobbs Memorial match against East 
Midlands at Franklin Gardens. Among his many 
international teammates was Ben Clarke who 
had played junior, youth, Colts and two seasons 
of 1st team rugby for our club before he played 
for Saracens, Bath, Richmond and 40 times for 
England and represented the B&I Lions. Colin 
received the loudest cheer of the day from the 
5000 plus crowd when he scored a try after 
a driving maul. He subsequently admitted 
that it took him a few days to recover from 
the tremendous pace at which the game was 
played. 

A week later at Silver Leys, Bishop’s Stortford 1st 
XV booked their place in the final of the Herts 
President’s cup with a convincing 40-5 win over 
Hemel Hempstead, in which Gordon Waddle 
scored a hat-
trick and current 
president, Mick 
Coleman kicked 
two penalties and 
two conversions. 
The scoring was 
completed with 
tries from Geoff 
Ridgewell and 
captain Paul 
Woodford and a 
conversion and a 
penalty from Joel 
Eley. 

On the same day, 
the U16’s won the 
John Conn Trophy 
at Chingford. 
Captained by 
Sandy Macfie the 

side played dazzling rugby to record victories 
of 45-0 over Braintree,  Chingford ‘B’ 47-0  and 
Canvey Island 31-0. A tough game ensued in the 
final but the determination and strength of our 
pack and two tries from Danny Gibson produced 
a 12-5 victory. In all, Gibson scored  35 points 
that day and was awarded Man of the Day.

Not to be overshadowed, the U14’s extended 
their unbeaten run to 53 matches from April 
1994, in which they scored a total of 1760 
points, including 294 tries and conceded only 
88 points. This remarkable record earned them 
the headline ‘Bishop’s U14s Maintain Amazing 
Unbeaten Run’. 

On 28th March there were was another H&EO 
headline for the club. ‘Stortford Triumph in Herts 
Cup Final’ reported the 18-10 victory over local 
adversaries Old Albanians at Croxley Green. Paul 
Woodford scored the winning try after earlier 
tries by Chad Ferguson and Scott Hadfield and 
a penalty by Mick Coleman. Simon Piper had the 
game of his life, dominating the lineout and was 
voted Man of the Match by Ben Clarke.



Women’s & Girls Rugby report 
BY CARLY POYSER 

With a lot of new players starting this season 
across our girls and ladies it meant building up that 
team spirit along with the skills needed to play.

With the ladies under Tom Brady’s leadership, with 
Nick Kane, Jack Fellowes-Prynne and Dave Walker, 
girls coached by Joss Linney, Jasmin Bice, Carleigh 
LaLonge, Ben Lucas, Christian Evans and Carly 
Ball... We really do have a great team in place.

As it stands the ladies stand 5th in their league, 
often coming off agonizingly second best on the 
score sheet. As the squad plays more together 
and gels as a proper team, those tight matches 
are bound to turn our way and result in a better 
showing next season.

The last fortnight has also seen a number of the 
squad go off to test themselves at county trials 
and whilst we we’re waiting to see how many 
may have made the squad, it’s been great to see 
a significant number of players wanting to try and 
take a step up.

Making the girls teams sustainable as a long term 
section of the club has been our main focus this 
season. With the RFU changing the age grades 
of girl’s rugby next season we have had to review 
what this looks like for BSRFC.

To do this we started by moving the U11 girls 
into the U11 minis team, which has always been a 
mixed section. As the girl’s age grades split into 
U12/14/16/18 these girls will split from their team 

next season, but our vision is that they continue to 
train next to their male teammates with separate 
coaches and managers made up of their parents 
and supporters. As many of you may know the 
girls don’t have official leagues like the boys 
yet, so fixtures are planned and arranged by the 
managers and this will be the first section of girls 
where the new plan is in place. 

The other girls sections will be moved to Sunday 
morning training, and with games held Sundays 
too it means a much higher chance of fulfilling 
these fixtures and getting the girls the game time 
they deserve.

It is a really exciting time for our girl’s teams and 
securing the sustainability of these teams across 
the club and county.

For anyone interested in playing, or supporting our 
girls and ladies please contact Carly on  
07368 528 737 or bsrfcladies@gmail.com
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As part of the Club’s ethos ‘to be a strong 
and successful rugby club united from 
Senior to Minis’, trusted and valued by our 
community BSRFC Joint Head Coaches Tom 
Coleman and Marcus Cattell along with Club 
captain Sam Winter and the rest of the 1st 
XV Squad, provide an insight for our “Mini 
and Junior” Members into what goes on 
behind the scenes as the Players prepare for 

a National League 1 Match. The day kicks off 
with a QandA in the 1st XV Changing Room, 
followed by Training, Games and Warm up 
Sessions with the Coaches and Players. They 
then form the “Players Tunnel” alongside the 
“Blazers” to welcome both the opposition 
and the 1st XV onto the pitch before the 
game. Their experience culminates with Post 
Match Photos alongside the Players.

Behind the scenes
with the 1st XV...

SPONSORED BY

Match Day Experience
BISHOP’S STORTFORD RFC
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AS AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER:

• You will receive notices and newsletters

• Will be entitled to a reduced entrance  
 fee on 1st XV Match Days

• You’ll get 10% Bar Discount

• You will become a part of a thriving   
 and vibrant community of like    
 minded people

If you would like to join our 
club please visit our website:  
www.bsrfc.co.uk for further 
details.

Why not join...
BISHOP’S STORTFORD RUGBY CLUB?
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ADVERT - WESTBURY
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