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From the President
By Len Lindop

Saturday 5th November proved to be a 
phenomenally successful day for the club both 
on and off the field. The 1st XV had their 4th 
successive five-point win and are now 5th in the 
league, one below Sale whom we play today. 
The Blues had an incredibly good win against an 
unbeaten Richmond Vikings and strengthened 
their position to 2nd place in the Raging Bull 
Shield with seven wins out of eight games. This is 
the first time we have beaten Richmond Vikings 
in all the seasons we have been in this league.  

Off the field, we had our 20th annual firework 
display, sponsored by Hanbury Wealth, and all 
the comments received from attendees were 
that this was the best of the 20. We sold 5,000 
tickets before the event which was ticket-only on 
the night. The inclement weather only deterred 
500 people from attending. 

This is a huge effort on behalf of the club and 
needed a record number of volunteers to 
host the event, 100 in total, either stewarding, 
scanning tickets, or working on the bars, 
BBQs, and stalls. Thanks to Neil Clark and his 
committee of Paul Richardson, Al Jones, Peter 
Douglas, DJ Dave 
Green, Ian Jonas, Paula 
Amos, Karl Winter, 
Colin Johnson, Steve 
Dunkley, Rob Baines, 
and in particular Dee 
Compton for the overall 
organisation of the event. 

I make no excuse for 
mentioning all the above 
plus the others who were 
kept busy with lighting, 
gas, and electric issues 
while keeping a cool 
head as they were being 
pulled from pillar to post. 
These included Mike 
Maguire, Nick Cox, Carl 
Furrer, Dennis Whiffen, 
Tubby Davies, and Sian 
Wilde. 

Overall, a splendid example of being One Club 
and what we can achieve. 

On top of this, we have our lunch today where 
we are welcoming our Match Day sponsor, Simon 
Hewson of Stansted BMW and guests.  Paul 
Underdown and Peter Hilton and the guests of 
Hilton Group will award the Man of the Match. 
Both Stansted BMW and Hilton Group are long-
serving sponsors of BSRFC, it is good to see 
them again at the club today. We have Ace of 
Lanes/Three Willows hosted by Dave and Brian, 
as well as Nockold’s Solicitors hosted by Sarah 
Lockyer taking up their tables, as they do for all 
lunches. 

We are planning for future lunches to invite other 
guests who can help with the speaking after 
lunch and spare you all from listening to me. For 
today's lunch, we have Marcus/Tom who will give 
us thoughts on the season so far for the 1st XV 
and respond to questions from the floor. 

A diary date for 16th December is for members/
sponsors and their children and grandchildren 
who want to meet and have their photographs 
with Father Christmas, details on page 64.
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BARONS 
STANSTED.
YOUR LOCAL BMW RETAILER.
As an authorised BMW Retailer, Barons Stansted offers the highest levels of service 
and expertise in the local area. Whether it’s a New or Approved Used BMW, or even 
a service, our commitment is to maintain the highest of standards. We are proud 
supporters of the local community and offer preferential rates to BSRFC members.

SEARCH: BARONS STANSTED or call us on 01279 755906

    

The Ultimate 
Driving Machine
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Good afternoon, everyone and welcome back to 
Silver Ley’s for today’s game, one that we are sure 
will provide great entertainment for all supporters.

Let’s begin by saying how proud we are of our 
players for the amount of effort they have put 
in to this five-game block so far. We couldn’t 
of done any better than the bonus point wins 
we’ve produced and to return four wins from 
four games is just reward for all their hard work 
and commitment to date. Individually we have 
players performing at the top of their game but 
collectively is what we will always focus on and 
right now we certainly have the bit between 
our teeth. As a coaching team, we’re beginning 
to see more and more the blueprint of how we 
want the boys to play and if we all keep working 
hard then there will be plenty more good times 
to come! The victory at Taunton last Saturday 
was a huge challenge for us to see how far 
we’ve come as a group, and the character the 
players demonstrated to get through those 
difficult moments (injuries included) was 
phenomenal. 

 

We know only too well how difficult today’s game 
will be. Sale arrives in good form themselves 
and have always provided us with an incredibly 
difficult challenge. They have a good mixture of 
youth and experience throughout their squad and 
are capable of playing multiple ways. We know 
the enormity of the challenge awaiting us, but we 
must enjoy these types of fixtures. 

The blues also had another exceptional win 
last weekend against Richmond Vikings, again 
demonstrating the strength we have throughout 
the squad. With lots of players putting their hand 
up every week, selection meetings are certainly 
giving us a headache!…and long may it continue.

Lastly, we would like to say a massive thank you 
to all of our excellent sponsors and supporters for 
your continued support - especially those who 
made the journey to Somerset last weekend to 
cheer the boys on right to the final whistle. It really 
does make a big difference, and hopefully today 
you can all create a special atmosphere to inspire 
the players to victory.

Come on you blues!

Marcus & Tom

Head Coaches
Marcus Cattell & Tom Coleman

THE COACHING STAFF:

JON SKELTONBEN SHEATHRYAN CLARKE ROB FAIERS

IAN SIMPSON ADAM VINE DARREN ORBART
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A LOCAL COMPANY WITH INTERNATIONAL REACH, SUPPORTING 

BISHOP’S STORTFORD RFC

Industrial Network Cables

Our cables operate in some of the toughest environments within the 
industry worldwide.
We design and manufacture cables to the highest performance levels 
with third party verification, we are specified for use on the world’s 
largest industrial projects.
No secret: Experience, common sense, plain speaking,
technical knowhow and the will to deliver.

www.belcom.co.uk
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Success breeds confidence
Jon Skelton

As I write this article, both the 1st XV and the 
Blues are coming off the back of four-game 
winning streaks. Confidence and morale are 
high within the group, and rightly so. Why? Well, 
success breeds confidence.

When it comes to building confidence, there's no 
one-size-fits-all approach. Within the group there 
are some players who have found that setting 
and achieving small goals works well for them, 
while others have preferred to set themselves 
bigger challenges. The key has been to find what 
works best for them and stick with it. This is 
absolutely the same principle outside of the rugby 
environment.

If you're looking to build your 
confidence, start by identifying what makes you 
feel good about yourself. Maybe it's your ability to 
make your friends laugh or your hidden talent for 
singing. Whatever it is, focus on building on your 
strengths and give yourself permission to stand 
out.

Life, like rugby often throws you a curve ball. 
One day you think that everything is going the 
way you want to, then out of nowhere something 
knocks you sideways. If this happens, try not 
to dwell on your mistakes or failures. Everyone 
makes mistakes and dwelling on them will only 
serve to lower your self-esteem. Instead, learn 
from your mistakes and move on. There are 
couple of insights that are worth remembering 
here; firstly, there’s no such as failure, only 
feedback. Secondly FAIL stands for first attempt 
at learning.

Don’t be afraid to ask for help when you need it. 
If you're struggling with something, there's no 
shame in seeking out advice from someone who 
knows more than you do. There’s a phrase that 
I find myself using with clients who are low on 
confidence; “You only know what you know, and 
you know more now that you did ten seconds 
ago.” By doing this, you'll not only boost your 
confidence but also learn new things that can help 
you in the future.

So, there you have it - a few tips on how to build 
your confidence. Just remember to stay positive, 
focus on your strengths, and don't be afraid to 
ask for help when you need it. With a little effort, 
you'll be building up your confidence in no time!

Anxiety • Stress • Depression • Motivation • Sports Performance • Weight Management • Confidence • Phobias & Habits • Wellbeing

Use your brain to enhance your life, not sabotage it.

Solution Focused Hypnotherapist
and Mental Performance Coach
visit www.js-ps.com for more info
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The Players
BSRFC First XV Squad 2022/23

ALEX GILHAM
SPONSORED BY

Houghton Move
www.houghtonmove.com 

BAILEY ALBERTALEX RAYMENT
SPONSORED BY

Croucher Needham
www.croucherneedham.com 

CHARLIE PARKHOUSE
SPONSORED BY

PRH Engineering
www.prhengineering.co.uk 

CHRIS BOLTON
SPONSORED BY

GRS GroundWorks
www.grswegobeyond.co.uk 

CALUM COYNE
SPONSORED BY

OMG Racing
www.omgracing.co.uk 

BEN HARRISON-PRICE
SPONSORED BY

The Axe & Compasses 
Braughing

www.theaxebraughing.uk

CHARLIE GARWOOD
SPONSORED BY

Excelsior Kitchens
 www.excelsiorkitchens.com

AUSTIN POPE
SPONSORED BY

Wickman Group
www.wickman-group.com 

CONNOR LLOYD
SPONSORED BY

Walden Capital 
waldencapital.co.uk

CHRIS SMITH
SPONSORED BY

Forward  
Corporate Finance
www.forwardcf.co.uk 

BENJI FURRER
SPONSORED BY

Palmer & Martin
www.palmerandmartin.co.uk 
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The Players
BSRFC First XV Squad 2022/23

FRANCIS MOORE
SPONSORED BY

Advanced Demolition
www.advanceddemolition.co.uk 

IOAN PARRY
SPONSORED BY

RW Marsh

HARRISON LANGWORTHY
SPONSORED BY

Colemans Farm

FABIAN DUCCIDAN POWELL
SPONSORED BY

R C Boreham
www.rcboreham.co.uk 

FRAIZER KIFF
SPONSORED BY

Hilton Coachworks
hiltonaccidentrepair.co.uk 

Colemans
FARMERS & CONTRACTORS

Background colour just to show white Colemans, it is not to print

HARRY CHARTER
SPONSORED BY

Mantle Business Centres
www.mantlebusinesscentres.co.uk

HARRY CLENSHAW
SPONSORED BY

Mr Barbers
 mrbarbers.co.uk

HENRY WILLS
SPONSORED BY

Steel Builders
www.sbmdirect.co.uk

JAKE MORRIS
SPONSORED BY

Greys of Ely
www.greysofely.co.uk

JACK SCANTLEBURY
SPONSORED BY

NFU Mutual
www.nfumutual.co.uk

West Essex Agency
01279 871 832

DAN COLE
SPONSORED BY

Pro84 Construction Ltd
www.facebook.com/ 
pro84construction 
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The Players
BSRFC First XV Squad 2022/23

JOE YOUNGJOE TRACY

JOSS LINNEY
SPONSORED BY

Bit Solutions
www.bitsolutions.net

JACOB WRAFTER
SPONSORED BY

Westbury Garden  
Rooms Ltd

www.westburygardenrooms.com

JAMES AYRTON
SPONSORED BY

Radleys
www.radleys.com 

JAMES THACKER
SPONSORED BY

System One
www.systemone.co.uk 

JAMES APPERLEY
SPONSORED BY

Teddy Treble Training

JAMIE GAGE
SPONSORED BY

Connect Scaffolding
www.connectscaffolding.co.uk

JOE RADLEY
SPONSORED BY

Radley Yeldar
www.RY.com

JOSH STANNARD
SPONSORED BY

Menor Ltd
www.menor.co.uk 

LUKE BURY
SPONSORED BY

Circadian FX
www.circadianfx.com

JOSH GILES
SPONSORED BY

Turner Process Equipment
www.turnerprocessequipment.co.uk
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The Players
BSRFC First XV Squad 2022/23

OBINNA NKWOCHA
SPONSORED BY

Sheild Batteries
www.shieldbatteries.co.uk

RYAN COX
SPONSORED BY

Nockolds Solicitors
www.nockolds.co.uk 

TOBY TIERNEY
SPONSORED BY

Jon Skelton

MATT RIDDINGTON
SPONSORED BY

CCS Coaching

RYAN JACKSON
SPONSORED BY

Tangi-Flow
www.tangi-flow.com

NICK HANKIN
SPONSORED BY

Tees
www.teeslaw.com 

OLLIE JONES
SPONSORED BY

Smart Merchants Ltd
www.smartmerchants.co.uk

REECE LANE
SPONSORED BY

Anglia Improvements 
Limited

www.angliaimprovements.co.uk 

RORY BANKS
SPONSORED BY

The Star at Standon
www.starstandon.com 

TIM MATTHEWS
SPONSORED BY

Hanbury Wealth
www.hanburywealth.co.uk 

TOM BANKS
SPONSORED BY

Russell Property
www.russellpp.co.uk

MATT MEEK
SPONSORED BY

RW Marsh
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Would you like 
to sponsor a  
First XV Player?
Contact:
Julie North 
Email:
julienorth1@gmail.com

The Players
BSRFC First XV Squad 2022/23

TRISTAN SMITH
SPONSORED BY

CrossFit Huntsman
www.crossfithuntsman.com/

locations

WILL ROGERS
SPONSORED BY

Sofa Design
www.thesofadesignstudio.co.uk

TOM McCRONE
SPONSORED BY

HD Print
www.hdprint.co.uk 

TOM WALKER
SPONSORED BY

Orwell Shipping Monoco

WILL ROBERTS
SPONSORED BY

R W Pearman & Son

TOM CHARTER
SPONSORED BY

Price Bailey
www.pricebailey.co.uk
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01245 326500
westburygardenrooms.com

A5 Programme BSRFC.indd   1A5 Programme BSRFC.indd   1 01/09/2022   16:39:3101/09/2022   16:39:31



Proud sponsors of BSRFC

www.recruitability.co.uk

Tel: 01279 758 855

We are pleased 
to be different!
Effective, 
personalised, 
& professional 
recruitment 
since 2008.
Give us a try!
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BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Next-door neighbour 
Local dog walker
Mum on the school run
Rugby team member
We’re not estate agents.
We’re locals.

BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Next-door neighbour 
Local dog walker
Mum on the school run
Rugby team member
We’re not estate agents.
We’re locals.

BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Next-door neighbour 
Local dog walker
Mum on the school run
Rugby team member
We’re not estate agents.
We’re locals.

BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Next-door neighbour 
Local dog walker
Mum on the school run
Rugby team member
We’re not estate agents.
We’re locals.

BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Next-door neighbour 
Local dog walker
Mum on the school run
Rugby team member
We’re not estate agents.
We’re locals.

BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Next-door neighbour 
Local dog walker
Mum on the school run
Rugby team member
We’re not estate agents.
We’re locals.



- 18 -

Bishop’s Stortford 
Rugby Club

01279 466 706
info@hanburywealth.co.uk
www.hanburywealth.co.uk

HanburyWealth
Hanbury Wealth is a trading style of Hanbury Wealth Management Ltd, which is authorised and regulated by the Finance Conduct Authority. FCA number 757991

Investment planning | Retirement planning | Protecting your family 

P R O U D  S P O N S O R S  O F



Sale Football Club was founded in 1861 by a 
team of enthusiastic sportsmen drawn mainly 
from Sale Cricket Club and is the fifth oldest 
surviving rugby club. The club’s most treasured 
possession is a Minute Book from 1865 which 
included for the first time the ten rules to be 
followed by all players, it is believed to be the 
world’s oldest existing rugby rule book.

The clubs famous Heywood Road ground has 
been home for them since 1903

Over the years, Sale FC have 
featured many prominent 
international and county players 
including Fran Cotton, Steve Smith, 
Dewi Morris, Richard Trickey and 
Jason Robinson.

Sale Sharks, the professional 
premiership team are an offshoot 
of Sale RFC moving out of 
Heywood Road to plough their 
own furrow in 2003.

Sale RFC had to restart their 
league rugby in 2003/4 season at 
the bottom of the Northern league 
structure in South Lancs/Cheshire 
4, they progressed steadily 
through the leagues eventually 
winning National 3 North in 
2014/15 and being promoted into 
National 2 North in 2015/2016 
season.  

Sale RFC were National 2 North 
champions in 2017/2018, this will 
be their 4th season in National 
One at Level 3. We have beaten 
Sale twice at home but have 
not yet won in Manchester.

We lost 33-35 at home to Sale 
in February in an exciting and 
close game with a two points 
difference for Sale coming 
from a remarkable drop goal 

conversion in the first half from wide out being 
kicked after the ball had come off the kicking 
tee. We were beaten 32-24 at Sale in the earlier 
away October fixture. 

They finished second to the promoted Caldy 
side last season and were in contention 
themselves for promotion until losing narrowly 
at Caldy, only missing out on promotion in the 
last but one Saturday of the season.

Today's Opposition
Sale FC

Andrew Hughes (Captain)
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EXCLUSIVE NEW HOMES  
COMING TO ESSEX, 
HERTFORDSHIRE,  

KENT AND SUFFOLK

mulberryhomes.co.uk

For all future site & land acquisitions, please contact Will Almond
will.almond@mulberryhomes.co.uk or 07535 697854

Quintessential Advert (A5) (Rugby Sponsorship) Final Draft 2.indd   1Quintessential Advert (A5) (Rugby Sponsorship) Final Draft 2.indd   1 19/08/2022   15:1319/08/2022   15:13
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info@bearphysio.co.uk

bearphysioperformance
01279 927110

Scan For
Website

BRINGING ELITE LEVEL
CARE TO ALL

Proud Sponsors of Bishop's Stortford RFC Ladies & Colts

info@bearphysio.co.uk

bearphysioperformance
01279 927110

Scan For
Website

BRINGING ELITE LEVEL
CARE TO ALL

Proud Sponsors of Bishop's Stortford RFC Ladies & Colts

info@bearphysio.co.uk

bearphysioperformance
01279 927110

Scan For
Website

BRINGING ELITE LEVEL
CARE TO ALL

Proud Sponsors of Bishop's Stortford RFC Ladies & Colts
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We all need legal advice at some stage in our lives, whether that is for our 
business, ourselves or families. Nockolds has dedicated legal experts who focus 
on providing advice for you and your business.

Visit us
www.nockolds.co.uk

Talk to us
0345 646 0406

P RO U D  S P O N S O RS  O F

Bishop’s Stortford Rugby 
Football Club
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www.grswegobeyond.co.uk  /  0845 223 0444

PROUD SPONSORS OF BISHOP’S 
STORTFORD RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

We handle more than 20 million tonnes of 
materials each year, sourcing the most suitable 
products and making optimum use of road, rail 
and river freight to deliver them as sustainably 
as possible to well-known builders merchants 
and construction companies.

We’re also a leading provider of waste 
management services, offering total solutions 
for removal, recycling and reuse of construction 
and excavation wastes.  And we’ve grown to 

become a major supplier of industrial by-
products as low carbon secondary aggregates 
(pictured). 

That’s one of the many reasons why GRS has 
ranked among the fastest growing British firms 
in the Sunday Times Top Track 250 four years 
running. 

GRS is Britain’s independent supplier of construction  
materials – from wholesale bagged landscaping products to 
high-volume bulk aggregates for major infrastructure.
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Blues News
By Benji Furrer

Blues move top of the table with 
resounding win at Richmond. 
Saturday saw the Blues travel away to a wet and 
miserable West London to face Richmond Vikings. 
The Blues struck first in the rain with slick hands 
from the backs lead to an overlap which allowed 
Hankin to put Radley over the line to score in 
the corner with a well-executed two vs one. Cole 
against the wind slotted the conversion giving 
the Blues a 7-0 lead. It didn’t take long however 
for Richmond to strike back – the block of a Blues 
kick allowed the Vikings to sneak over the line.  

The Blues had to adapted to the unfavourable 
conditions, with the forward pack showing off 
their driving maul and dominate carries and the 
backs looking to kick into corners. Richmond 
however were up to the challenge as they took 
the lead for the first time. Their try came from a 
long forward’s set to crash Richmond over the 
line. Along with the conversion Richmond took 
the lead 12-7. The Blues didn’t let this phase them 
as them bounced back applying pressure to the 
Vikings forcing knock on’s and mistakes through a 
fantastic team defence. The pressure final cracked 
Richmond with a tackle from Hankin and Young 
lead to the ball getting dropped. Parry was able 
to sweep up the loose ball and run in under the 
posts from 50 meters. Cole was again up to the 
challenge nailing the conversion gave The Blues a 
slight advantage (14-12) going into half time. 

The Blues 
used the 
momentum 
from the first 
half to pin 
Richmond 
deep in 
their own 
twenty-two. 
The pressure 
eventually 
paid off 
with Albert 
blocking the 
Richmond’s 

attempted exit kick before regathering it and 
taking it over the line, to extend the Blues lead at 
the start of this second half. The Cole conversion 
took the score to 21-12. Richmond didn’t give 
up as they battled on to score from a well-read 
interception try against the run of play. Along with 
the conversion it allowed the Vikings to reduce 
the deficit to 21-19.  

As the conditions became wetter and mud 
became thick the game slowed down with the 
penalty count increasing. The Blues used this too 
their advantage with Cole kicking for points and 
slowly taking the game away from Richmond as 
the Blues began to pull away. These two penalty 
kicks both just outside the twenty-two took the 
score up to 27-19 giving the blues the upper hand. 
Richmond continued to fight back kicking into the 
corners from Blues penalty’s but Banks and the 
forward back defended the driving mal attempts 
and held the home side out.  

Stortford gave the final blow with a perfectly 
placed chip over from Cole which was gathered 
by Hankin. With only the fullback to beat Hankin 
gave a show and go to slide into the corner. 
This made the final score 32-19 and with that 
giving The Blues not only their first win against 
Richmond Vikings but also taking them to top of 
The Raging Bull League 1. A fantastic achieve from 
the team and putting them in a great position. 
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pricebailey.co.uk
Price Bailey is a member of IAPA and the UK200Group, associations of separately owned and independently 
managed accountancy and lawyer firms. For regulatory information please visit www.pricebailey.co.uk/legal

According to the British 
Accountancy Awards, 
we’re just right!

Price Bailey Chartered Accountants, the British 
Accountancy Awards National Firm of the Year.

We’re not too big...

We’re not too small...

2019

Get in touch with our Bishop’s Stortford 
team to find out how we could help you 
and your business
  
Gary Miller  +44 (0)1279 712719
Tony Pennison  +44 (0)1279 712716

Grow with Price Bailey 
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Proud sponsor of BSRFC

Alongside you 
at the heart of the 
community

Call us on 01279 704124 www.teeslaw.com

The Better Future Fund has been set 
up by Tees to o�er grants up to £5,000 
for projects that support learning and 
education and promoting good health 
and wellbeing in our local 
communities of Hertfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire and Essex.

Tees is a trading name of Stanley Tee LLP regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. Registered in England and Wales number 
OC327874. Tees is a trading name of Tees Financial Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England and Wales number 4342506. 

Find out more here:
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0800 368 91000800 368 9100
Premium Steel Framed Buildings • Individually Designed • Erected by ExpertsPremium Steel Framed Buildings • Individually Designed • Erected by Experts

PROUD SPONSORS OF BSRFC

BUY DIRECT FROM THE EXPERTS
WWW.STEELBUILDMASTERS.CO.UKC
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THE UK’S LARGEST  
MANUFACTURER-APPROVED 

REPAIRER

IF YOU HAVE HAD AN ACCIDENT CONTACT US VIA:  
INFO@HILTONGROUP.INFO OR 01279 757060

GENUINE PARTS, PAINTS & PROCESSES 
WE GUARANTEE YOUR VEHICLE BACK TO PRE-ACCIDENT CONDITION

Unit 2, Raynham Road,
Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire,
CM23 5PN

Looking for an estimate on a 
repair? Visit:  

Hilton Coachworks-Rugby Advert.indd   1Hilton Coachworks-Rugby Advert.indd   1 07/02/2022   08:2407/02/2022   08:24
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Untitled-2   7 02/07/2019   13:20



- 33 -

HOME TEAM AWAY TEAM

Birmingham Moseley 36 - 47 Rosslyn Park

Cambridge 38 - 24 Esher

Cinderford 10 - 10 Chinnor

Leeds Tykes 10 - 36 Rams

Plymouth Albion 36 - 24 Darlington Mowden Park

Sale FC 34 - 7 Hull

Taunton Titans 24 - 31 Bishop's Stortford

Season 2022/2023 National 1 Results from 5 November

HOME TEAM AWAY TEAM

Birmingham Moseley vs Cambridge

Bishop's Stortford vs Sale FC

Chinnor vs Esher

Darlington Mowden Park vs Taunton Titans

Hull vs Cinderford

Rams vs Plymouth Albion

Rosslyn Park vs Leeds Tykes

Season 2022/2023 National 1 Fixtures for 12 November

Results, fixtures and table
National League 1

Team P W D L PF PA PD TBP LBP Points Adj.

Rams 9 9 0 0 367 184 183 9 0 45 0

Cambridge 9 8 0 1 301 226 75 8 1 41 0

Sale FC 9 7 0 2 297 174 123 8 1 37 0

Rosslyn Park 9 7 0 2 342 232 110 8 1 37 0

Bishop's Stortford 9 6 0 3 256 232 24 8 2 34 0

Cinderford 9 6 1 2 259 224 35 7 0 33 0

Plymouth Albion 9 5 0 4 291 239 52 8 2 30 0

Darlington Mowden Park 9 3 0 6 233 256 -23 6 4 22 0

Taunton 9 3 0 6 216 261 -45 5 3 20 0

Birmingham Moseley 9 3 0 6 253 313 -60 4 1 17 0

Leeds Tykes 9 3 0 6 167 270 -103 2 1 15 0

Chinnor 9 2 1 6 203 257 -54 3 2 15 0

Esher 9 0 0 9 216 320 -104 5 2 7 0

Hull 9 0 0 9 175 388 -213 3 2 5 0

National League 1 - 2022/2023
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Bishop’s Stortford 1st XV
BLUE AND WHITE

Head Coaches Marcus Cattell | Tom Coleman | 
Lead Physio Ryan Clarke | Team Manager Darren Orbart | Lead Forwards Coach Ian Simpson |
Forwards Transition Coach Rob Faiers | Head of Strength and Conditioning Ben Sheath |  
Assistant Strength and Conditioning Coach Adam Vine | Mental Health Coach Jon Skelton |

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR BAR LICENCE FORBIDS THE TAKING  
OF GLASSES AND GLASS BOTTLES ONTO THE FIELD. 

*Homegrown player

1 
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20

Tim Matthews
Alex Rayment
Tom McCrone*
Obinna Nkwocha
Luis Ball
Jacob Wrafter
Ollie Jones*
Will Rogers
Connor Lloyd
Matt Riddington
Jake Morris
Austin Pope*
James Ayrton(c)*
Josh Stannard
Dan Powell
REPLACEMENTS
Ryan Jackson
Will Roberts*
Toby Tierney
Chris Bolton
Chris Smith

The Teams

MATCH DAY SPONSORS

BARONS 
STANSTED.
YOUR LOCAL BMW RETAILER.
As an authorised BMW Retailer, Barons Stansted offers the highest levels of service 
and expertise in the local area. Whether it’s a New or Approved Used BMW, or even 
a service, our commitment is to maintain the highest of standards. We are proud 
supporters of the local community and offer preferential rates to BSRFC members.

SEARCH: BARONS STANSTED or call us on 01279 755906

    

The Ultimate 
Driving Machine
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Sale FC
BLACK

REFEREE: Dr Jonathan Cook 
ASSISTANT REFEREE 1: Dewald Swart 
ASSISTANT REFEREE 2: Simon Bourne

REUSABLE, RIGID PLASTIC GLASSES ARE AVAILABLE AT THE BAR.  
PLEASE ASK FOR ONE IF YOU INTEND TO TAKE YOUR DRINK OUTSIDE.

1 
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20

Dan Birchall
Josh Brown

Cal Ford
Ben Bamber
Alex Groves
Jake Barron

Andrew Hughes ©
Huw Davies
Sean Street

Kierran Wilkinson
Callum Morris

James Tinchnell
James Rohins

Tom Brady
Mark Dixon

REPLACEMENTS
Rob Makin

Oliver Longmore
Samir Tahraoui

Nick Gray
Mark Dixon

The Teams

MAN OF THE MATCH SPONSORS

Director of Rugby Jonathan Keep | 
Coaches Neil Briggs, Tony Howcroft, Gareth Harris, Jonathan Keep | 
Physio Charlie Boulton |



www.thesofadesignstudio.co.uk  |  01371 874 422
49a The Causeway, Great Dunmow, Essex, CM6 2AA

Sofas Sofa Beds
Corner 
Sofas Chairs

A5 Flyer 2022.indd   1A5 Flyer 2022.indd   1 12/07/2022   14:2112/07/2022   14:21
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After a tough first season trying to establish the 
new look ‘development squad’ mitres, the start 
of this year’s league campaign has been far more 
settled.

 The aim for the team is to encourage those guys 
who reach the end of their youth rugby journey, 
to carry on playing within the senior teams. 
Furthermore, we hope to provide a low pressure, 
good quality rugby setting where these guys can 
continue friendships made during their youth 
rugby years, whilst integrating with the more 
established players, and hopefully furnish all of the 
senior sides with greater depth in numbers.

In our first season we struggled to find much 
winning form. Not really surprising when we rarely 
started a match with the full quota of players! 
However, numbers at both training and matches 
gradually improved, and by the latter stages of the 
season, we had real hope and excitement of what 
we could look forward to this year.

Following a couple of warm up friendlies against 
tough opposition, where we played some great 
rugby, confidence was high going in to our first 
league match away to Fullerians 2nd XV.

As is so often the case when the fixture takes 
place an hour away, our resources for the day were 
somewhat limited. However, with the 16 players we 
had we fully embraced the challenge and fought 
extremely well against a far more mature and 
experienced side. Having led for most of the first 
half, we unfortunately ended up on the wrong side 
of the 24-17 score line. The hosts additional subs 
making all the difference against our tired legs in 
the final quarter of the match.

The next week brought a new challenge when 
we faced local rivals Hertford away. The previous 
season on our very first fixture together, they 
managed to put 50 points past us in the first half 
alone! Thankfully this time it was our turn!

A great demonstration of how far we have come in 
twelve months. The rugby on display was, as ever, 

breath-taking and the freedom these young guys 
play with, manifests with some beautiful rugby to 
watch, week after week (regardless of the score 
line!) We eventually ran out 55-7 winners. 

One of the most memorable matches this year was 
against Ampthill 3rd team at home. They have, in 
recent years, dominated the top spot in our league 
with many highly experienced championship 
players strengthening their side. With no first or 
second team match on the day for Ampthill, this 
meeting was no exception.

After nine minutes, we were 19-0 behind! At that 
stage many teams would have folded. But not our 
young lads! I say young; the average age of the 
team hasn’t been above 24 all season, and on this 
occasion was 20.8yrs!

We clawed our way back and incredibly were 19-19 
at half time. Our first half tries had all started in 
our own half and the second half started in much 
the same vein. Unfortunately, though, Ampthills 
gamesmanship and experience shone through and 
won the day.

It was however the match that proved how good 
we were and how far we had come. A few days 
later when the Ampthill SECOND team sheet was 
published, seeing eleven names that had faced us 
a few days previous, just reinforced our thoughts 
as to how strong their ‘3rd’ team had been!?

We continue to go from strength to strength and 
are gaining players regularly but there’s always 
room for more. I still feel it’s extremely early days 
for this group, and can’t wait to see what the next 
12 months bring!

Mitres Update 
By Paddy Dean
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. . .AND PROUD SPONSORS OF 

Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Club 

M J Warner Volkswagen   
Hare Street, Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 0EA 
Telephone: 01763 289 472

www.mjwarner.co.uk

Sales
Servicing
Accident repairs
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M J Warner Volkswagen

Your trusted local Volkswagen retailer since 1980
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This season has got off to a positive start for the 
Girls and Ladies sections at the club. With many 
new members joining us this season and a drive 
to grow from all the players and coaches.

With the RFU changing the age grades we now 
have 4 girls' teams from U12 to U14, U16 and 
then U18. The split meant reduced numbers but 
we found a way around this as all local clubs 
had the same issues so we formed an x-league. 
With no formal league in place like the boys, we 
collaborated with other teams and Phil Solomon 
who manages Datchworth girls did an amazing 
job at collating and forming babas teams meaning 
the girls get full team game time around twice a 
month. 

This has been fantastic for the girls’ as despite 
them not all being part of one club, they play with 
the same clubs each time. Scores are kept for 
each game and at the end of the season we will 
have results to view like other youth teams. I hope 
this makes a difference to the girls as they can 
see not just their personal progress, but them as 
a team. They should be very proud of embracing 
this and playing as hard as they do each week!

We continue to grow the numbers across 
all teams with advertising, a wonderful new flyer 
designed by Jasmin Bice you will see this around 
the club and in the programme soon. Please do 
share and let those with girls in their families 
know that we are growing, we would love (as 
would every club!) to have full girls' sides playing 
in a season or two. Joss Linney is working with 
our local schools and we are grateful that we have 
the opportunity as a club to get out into the local 
community and showcase the wonderful coaching 
we offer.

We are still on the lookout for team managers 
for the u16 and u18, along with any help and 
appreciated coaching, the more the merrier! We 
train and play on Sundays 12:30-2pm and if you 
have any free time to offer any help, please let me 
know at bsrfcladies@gmail.com

A special thank you goes out to Lianna Kearns 
who is coaching our U12 Girls. Lianna played for 
the ladies but has moved over to fully commit 
herself to this role. She is dedicated to supporting 
her team, growing the numbers and showcasing 
the girls for the amazing section they are. 

Thank You!

Girls and Ladies
By Carly Poyser

Pic of our U12 babas away to Bedford on  
29th October with 8 tries scored!
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KMD Private Wealth Management Ltd.

kmdpwm.co.uk

KMD Private Wealth Management Ltd is authorised  

and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

We help private cl ients  
& business owners  

get  f inancial ly organised

01279 647 663 01223 750100 020 3778 1100

S T A N S T E D C A M B R I D G E L O N D O N

C H A R T E R E D  F I N A N C I A L P L A N N E R S
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Proud supporters of BSRFC 
t: +44 1799 513320  e: sales@radleys.com  www.radleys.com



01992 443 113
adlskips.co.uk

Domestic and Trade, Skips  
& Container Hire
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In Strictly Come Dancing the celebrities “go on 
a journey” with Tony Adams presently on his 
way to become a ballroom dancer but Chris 
Smith’s rugby journey is arguably more unlikely 
and more interesting. Chris came to Stortford 
from Brentwood at the start of the club’s first 
season in National Division One in September 
2017. He considered himself a centre but Andy 
Long started him off the bench against Plymouth 
and Rosslyn Park as a winger. He scored against 
Rosslyn Park and then went on to score from 
starts on the wing in his next three appearances 
for Stortford. There was no way he was now 
going to play centre. He went on to play regularly 
on the wing throughout the club’s successful first 
season in National One. 

When his parents moved away at the end of that 
season, Chris stayed in the area, moving in with 
the Australian players at the club, Dan Elsom and 
Rob Duff. It was through his parent’s Irish and 
Welsh family connections and some key rugby 
contacts he was able to represent Ireland and 
Wales at Sevens. He played Sevens rugby at the 
highest level while still playing on the wing at 
Stortford and Sevens became the next step in 
his rugby journey. Not quite a move back into 
playing centre but certainly a style of rugby that 
Chris was well suited for and enjoyed playing.

It used to be said that you joined the Navy to 
see the World but now the best route to see the 
world is to play International Sevens and play in 
exotic locations all over the world. Since joining 
the Welsh Sevens squad, he has represented 
Wales in a number of international tournaments, 
playing for Wales in the Commonwealth Sevens 
in the “not so exotic location” of Birmingham 
this July. (From my personal point of view 
as a Welshman, it was great to see “Chris 
Smith Bishop’s Stortford” in the Welsh squad 
photos and if Cole Swannack had stuck it out 
at Stortford, the club could have had as much 
representation in the Welsh sevens squad as 
Llanelli). 

Unfortunately, the Welsh RFU has dropped its 
commitment to international Sevens, now the 
only possible representation will be through a GB 
squad so Chris will unlikely to get more Welsh 
Sevens outings. Recently George North, a player 
of similar physique as Chris, has moved from 
the wing to centre for Wales as he has matured, 
with the number of younger players competing 
for the wing berths at Stortford there could be 
a chance Chris’ next step on his journey will be 
similar to that of George North and could be 
back playing at centre for Stortford?   

Chris is sponsored this season by Forward 
Corporate Finance and Chris very much 
appreciates their sponsorship and support. 

In the spotlight
Chris Smith. Sponsored by Forward Corporate Finance 
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BARONS 
STANSTED.
YOUR LOCAL MINI RETAILER.
As an authorised MINI Retailer, Barons Stansted offers the highest levels of service 
and expertise in the local area. Whether it’s a New or Approved Used MINI, or even 
a service, our commitment is to maintain the highest of standards. We are proud 
supporters of the local community and offer preferential rates to BSRFC members.

SEARCH: BARONS STANSTED or call us on 01279 755906
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Working in conjunction with the 1stXV 
coaching team, CS provides funding 
for various expenditure beyond the 
financial resources of the main club.

Our Joint head coaches Tom and 
Marcus have stressed on a number of 
occasions how important the financial 
support given to them by Club Stortford 
is. Quite simply, without it’s support, the 
team would not be able to perform at 
such currently high levels.

We continue to look for new members, 
to allow us to broaden and deepen the 
extent of our support.

We would urge you to consider joining 
Club Stortford. If you are interested and 
would like further information, please 
contact our secretary, 

Russell Cattell 07778 101 988

Now in its tenth season, Club Stortford 
was set up by a small working party to support 
the 1st XV squad after promotion to National 
League Rugby in 2013/14. Our aim is “to ensure 
Bishop’s Stortford RFC has a sustainable future 
in National League Rugby and continues to 
nurture home grown talent.” 

Club Stortford
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The Oval Club is an autonomous body and 
entirely independent of the Rugby Club’s 
operations. None of the Committee members 
hold a position or appointment in the Rugby 
Club’s infrastructure. The Oval Club does not 
seek to influence decisions of the Rugby Club. 
It responds to requests for financial assistance 
for projects which have been approved by the 
Rugby Club’s Executive Committee and which 
fall within its mission statement.

Funds are raised by monthly contributions from 
the Members two thirds of which are set aside 
for Rugby Club projects with the other third 
reserved for social events for Members.

To date The Oval Club has raised over a quarter 
of a million pounds with the Rugby Club 
receiving more than £150,000.

The Oval Club makes contributions to the 
Rugby Club for one off projects which are 
of long term value and not part of on-going 
budget requirements. Often these contributions 
have been made to the Club to enable it to 
secure grants from the Rugby Football Union 
and other sources.

So far, major contributions have been made 
towards the cost of:

• Flood lighting the main pitch,
• Floodlighting the back field pitches,
• Pitch repair and maintenance,
• Improvement of the playing surfaces,  
 including the purchase of a verti-drainer,
• Drainage of the back field pitches,
• Rabbit fencing,

• Replacement of goal posts,
• Refurbishing the changing room showers,
• Purchase of physiotherapy equipment,
• Playing equipment and travel costs for all  
 teams,
• Supporting youth and mini through tours, kit  
 and additional playing facilities,
• Junior coaching courses.

On the social side there are annual Members’ 
events. Currently these are:

• A self-supporting golf day at one of the local  
 golf clubs,
• An Annual Dinner and Forum,
• First team home and away lunches.

Through its contributions The Oval Club plays 
a considerable part in helping the Rugby Club 
enhance its playing related facilities for the use 
and benefit of all members of the Club.

Anyone who is interested in joining  
The Oval Club should contact a 
member of the Committee below.
THE OVAL CLUB COMMITTEE:
Robbie Kerr - Chairman
John Robinson - Secretary
John Power - Treasurer
Mark Caulfield
Steven Wasley
Mark Smith
October 2022

The Oval Club was formed in 1998 by some Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Football 
Club members who wanted to find a way of raising funds to improve the 
playing facilities of the Club with the mission statement:

‘To contribute towards promoting the highest possible standard of rugby 
throughout Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Football Club’

The Oval Club
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A vibrant community...
of residential and commercial tenants 
in a live work heritage complex in the 
heart of Bishop’s Stortford next to the 
train station, a brilliant location for 
office and apartment living.

Commercial spaces to rent from 
small office pods to blue chip client 
spaces.

Stunning loft style apartments with 
on site retail, food and services.

Join our happy community.

www.millarsmaltings.co.uk
01279 658 301  •  07850 887 777
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PROUD SPONSORS OF BISHOP
,
S STORTFORD RUGBY CLUB

01279 757 113     www.connectscaffolding.co.uk

SCAFFOLDING
APPRENTICESHIP

At Connect we believe in developing the potential 

of our people through training and we are 

committed to ensuring that our Scaffolders are 

among the best in the industry.

To find out more about our apprenticeship scheme 

and NVQ Construction Diploma Scaffolding email us 

at recruitment@connectscaffolding.co.uk

• WORK OUTDOORS

• KEEP FIT

• LEARN  
 PRACTICAL SKILLS

• GAIN  
 QUALIFICATIONS

• BE PART OF A 
 GREAT TEAM

SAFER
controlling risks, making 

health and safety our priority

EASIER
sharing ideas for smarter  

working delivering  
innovative solutions

QUICKER
saving time through continual

improvement and good  
communication

BETTER CONNECTED
working as a team to deliver  

great customer service
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www.systemone.co.uk  |  Local Business  |  01279 602700  |  www.boardmans.biz

Proud sponsors of BSRFC

Bounce
Jump Surge
Spring
Pounce...

Propel your business into the New Season!
Find out how we can help reduce costs in your office and make life easier for you and your sta	 
with increased productivity and profit! 
Following our acquisition of Boardmans everything for your o�ce is under one roof!
We are now your One stop shop for all your o�ce needs! 

Get in touch now to find out more...

 

System One Ltd
●  Photocopiers & Printers
●  Follow Me Print Solutions Software
●  Document management Software

Boardmans O�ce Solutions
●  Furniture
●  Stationery, Paper
●  Photocopiers & Printers

01279 602700

Market Leaders

Email: info@systemone.co.uk
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We are proud sponsors of Bishop’s Stortford RFC

Thremhall Park is a classic neo-Georgian building, set in 
a historic parkland. Offering serviced offices, co-working 

spaces, virtual services & meeting rooms.

mantlespace.co.uk

S T A N S T E D
THREMHALL PARK
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BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Keen to discuss your needs 
Here’s my mobile number 
A drink in the pub 
Just popping in to say hi
We’re not estate agents.
We’re friends.
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E X C E L S I O R  K I T C H E N S

Established in 2000, Excelsior Kitchens are one of the leading fitted kitchen specialists in East Anglia, the 

South and London. With a wide range of materials, colours and styles, we can find a solution for all projects, 

budgets and locations. Our experienced designers can offer expert advice and a professional service.

E X C E L S I O R K I T C H E N S . C O M 
 

3 Takeley Business Centre, Dunmow Road, Takeley, Essex, CM22 6SJ - T 01279 870700
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• Pick-Your-Own & freshly ready-picked produce:
Strawberries • Gooseberries • Raspberries • Onions  
Blackberries • Blackcurrants • Sweetcorn • Cherries  
Blueberries • Sunflowers • Pumpkins... when in season

• Tea Barn - great coffee and homemade food

• Children’s Play Area

•  Farm Shop: The best local produce including honey &  
jam from the farm

• Nature Trail

• Maize Maze (August to October)

• Seasonal Events

A great day out for all the family!

Hatfield Broad Oak
CM22 7JT

The highest quality fresh produce  
in beautiful countryside surroundings

Open
 Tu

esd
ay  

to 
Sun

day  

and
 Bank

 Holid
ays

*Pre-book only for PYO, please book online at cammashall.co.uk

CHFF_RFC_A5_COLOUR_AD_2021.indd   1CHFF_RFC_A5_COLOUR_AD_2021.indd   1 16/07/2021   14:0216/07/2021   14:02



Proud Supporters of
Bishop’s Stortford RFC
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November 9-November 15, 2022 bishopsstortfordindependent.co.ukBishop’s Stortford
Independent

Est 2017

£1.50

issue 267

Includes coverage of Sawbridgeworth& Stansted Mountfitchet 

Roadworks hell leaves trader ‘frightened’ to go to work
A Bishop’s Stortford trader revealed 
she was frightened to come to work 
because of  the loss of  business which 
she says is partly due to poor 
co-ordination of  roadworks in the 
town.

Victoria Lee, who runs Friends 
Dress Agency in North Street, posted 
a comment on the Indie’s Facebook 
page after our article last week 
highlighting the proliferation of  
roadworks in Stortford and 
Hertfordshire Highways’ defence of  
the chaos caused on the road 
network.

Victoria, the mum of  a four-year-old girl, said she had to close her shop 
earlier during half-term week to be 
able to collect her daughter on time. 
It had taken her 36 minutes to get 
from Northgate End car park to 
Hockerill.

Business was down during a period 
when she usually did well, with 
people hiring dresses for Christmas 
parties.

Victoria, who has run the shop for 
11 years, said: “It’s harder than the 
first recession, harder than the 
pandemic. The pavements are so 
quiet. It’s so, so frightening.” On Friday she told the Indie her 

mental health was suffering because 
of  the loss of  trade and she believed 
the council should do more to help 
traders and plan the roadworks, 
doing one road at a time.Victoria added the situation left 
her frightened to come to work 
because of  the loss of  trade, but she 
was hopeful business would pick up.Sally Coleman, of  Le Donne II 
ladies’ shoe shop in Bridge Street, 
agreed that business was slow and 
said customers had abandoned trips 

to her shop after getting stuck in 
traffic.

Besides the constant road works 
she said closure of  the Causeway car 
park had put off  some of  her regular 
customers and she wanted more help 
from councils come Christmas time.She added trade was so slow she 

was glad to see a parking warden pop 
in for some company.A spokesperson for Hertfordshire 

Highways apologised to the town last 

week for the works that blocked 
almost every route into town and 
were causing traffic chaos. But they 
insisted they were essential 
emergency works that coincided with 
planned improvements.The council added some of  the 

works would “ultimately benefit the 
town”, but that sparked a furious 
reaction from Indie readers with 
many recounting stories of  long 
journeys into town hampered by road 

closures and traffic signals.One former trader, Alexandra 
Muttit who ran Alexandra Wood 
bespoke tailors at the former 
Tissimans shop in High Street, said 
she was “glad she moved her business 
out of  town for this very reason”.Self-employed cleaner Sara 
Blackwell agreed with Victoria and 
said getting around town to her 
clients was a nightmare. Tom 
Lawrence said he couldn’t get out of  

Bishop’s Stortford and ended up 
working from home and Becky Lou 
said she would get round town 
quicker in her mobility scooter.On Monday more roadworks 
appeared in town with High Street 
closed from the junction of  North 
Street to Basbow Lane for unspecified 
Affinity Water works. The work was 
initially due to finish today 
(Wednesday) but the sign was altered 
to state it would go on until Thursday.

Victoria Lee, who runs Friends Dress Agency in North Street, Bishop’s Stortford, says the large number of roadworks around the town is affecting business

Chris Carter
chris.carter@stortfordindie.co.uk

November 2-November 8, 2022 bishopsstortfordindependent.co.ukBishop’s Stortford
Independent

Est 2017

£1.50

issue 266

Includes coverage of Sawbridgeworth& Stansted Mountfitchet 

‘It’s all for benefit of the town’

Herts County Council defends raft of roadworks causing gridlock in Bishop's Stortford - full story page 3

Page 
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storm Pages  

28-29

Residents’ 
fears as 
beer shop 
gets licence
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Find 
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Job Fair

Making 
shopping 
lists an 
art form

INSIDE: 13-page photo supplement featuring 626 
children in 29 reception classes at 23 schools

www.bishopsstortfordindependent.co.uk
est:2017 | Publication day Wednesday | 07496 885742
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Publisher’s
statement67,122
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ack.
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and
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The bo
y filmi

ng is h
eard to

say: “I
’ve

got the
best bi

t, thou
gh, it’s

still on
. I got

the be
st bit.”

When
the vic

tim gets to
her fee

t, her

attack
er thr
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her: “

I’ll pu
t your

head s
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t thro
ugh a

f******
brick

wall, y
ou dir
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, mate

. I will
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ou for
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’s ordea

l; ano
ther,

in schoo
l

unifor
m, pic

ks up
a shoe

belong
ing to

the vic
tim and to

sses it
to her.

In an
email

to par
ents o

n Mon
day,

Cathy
Tooze

, the
schoo

l’s exe
cutive

head,
said: “

The sc
hool is

aware
of an

upsett
ing an

d viol
ent in
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Plans to transform Sworder’s Field

into an open-air cinema hang in the

balance after an angry resident

claimed the park was being turned into

“Wembley Stadium”.
Members of East Herts Council’s

licensing sub-committee are meeting

behind closed doors at 2pm today

(Wednesday) to decide if performances

of Disney sing-along favourite Frozen

and Freddie Mercury biopicBohemian

Rhapsody can go ahead on Saturday

(August 31).The screenings by Sunset Cinema

are set to start with the children’s

Cinema tobite thedust?

Open-air screenings of Bohemian Rhapsody and Frozen are under

pressure after neighbour complains about Sunset Cinema event

Sinead Corrsinead.corr@stortfordindie.co.uk

Being Mr World IS rocket science for Stortford-raised Jack

Former Bishop’s Stortford schoolboy Jack Heslewood celebrates being crowned Mr World with his fellow contestants in the Philippines – full story page 3

animation from 3pm, followed by the

Queen film from 8.30pm.
Such public presentations require a

premises licence, as does the provision

of late-night refreshment. The

application, if confirmed, would be

subject to a limit of three events a year

between June and September and with

a maximum of 1,500 film fans.

The screening of the musical movies

is the last straw for one resident,whose

complaints have triggered today’s

examination. The anonymous

neighbour lives at King’s Court “about

100m away” from the field.
In a written submission, the

householder complains: “My home

life here has been ruined by the field

being turned from a quiet park into a

concert and events venue.”
They list “fairground visits”, May’s

Bish Bash music festival, the town

carnival in June, July’s Grove Cottage

food and drink festival and Sunday

morning exercise classes as the source

of “boom boom amplified music” or

public address announcements.

The neighbour says: “I know the

town council are raising revenue and

that’s what it is all about, but it’s a

park, notWembleyStadium.Every few

weekends and some weekdays, I have

to shut all my windows in warm

weather or leave the house.
“An open air cinema less than 200

yards from homes, including elderly

people’s sheltered accommodation,

and the associated noise of people

coming and going and using the

cinema just seems totally unfair, and I

can’t believe this is considered an

appropriate location for yet more

‘licensed activities’.”
They insist they have been driven

from their home by the disruption and

say: “How is this fair? Of course I

expect people walking their dogs,

playing football on Sunday mornings

etc, it’s a park and it’s actually quite

nice and natural, but all these music

and Tannoy events are totally ruining

my use of my home. Please don’t grant

this licence.”Sunset Cinema has been telling

moviegoers to take their own picnics

and seating, and that the screenings

will proceed regardless of the weather.
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’ve
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best bi
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still on
. I got

the be
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When
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tim gets to
her fee

t, her

attack
er thr
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her: “

I’ll pu
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head s
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t thro
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brick

wall, y
ou dir
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. I will
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ou for
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Plans to transform Sworder’s Field

into an open-air cinema hang in the

balance after an angry resident

claimed the park was being turned into

“Wembley Stadium”.
Members of East Herts Council’s

licensing sub-committee are meeting

behind closed doors at 2pm today

(Wednesday) to decide if performances

of Disney sing-along favourite Frozen

and Freddie Mercury biopicBohemian

Rhapsody can go ahead on Saturday

(August 31).The screenings by Sunset Cinema

are set to start with the children’s

Cinema tobite thedust?

Open-air screenings of Bohemian Rhapsody and Frozen are under

pressure after neighbour complains about Sunset Cinema event

Sinead Corrsinead.corr@stortfordindie.co.uk

Being Mr World IS rocket science for Stortford-raised Jack

Former Bishop’s Stortford schoolboy Jack Heslewood celebrates being crowned Mr World with his fellow contestants in the Philippines – full story page 3

animation from 3pm, followed by the

Queen film from 8.30pm.
Such public presentations require a

premises licence, as does the provision

of late-night refreshment. The

application, if confirmed, would be

subject to a limit of three events a year

between June and September and with

a maximum of 1,500 film fans.

The screening of the musical movies

is the last straw for one resident,whose

complaints have triggered today’s

examination. The anonymous

neighbour lives at King’s Court “about

100m away” from the field.
In a written submission, the

householder complains: “My home

life here has been ruined by the field

being turned from a quiet park into a

concert and events venue.”
They list “fairground visits”, May’s

Bish Bash music festival, the town

carnival in June, July’s Grove Cottage

food and drink festival and Sunday

morning exercise classes as the source

of “boom boom amplified music” or

public address announcements.

The neighbour says: “I know the

town council are raising revenue and

that’s what it is all about, but it’s a

park, notWembleyStadium.Every few

weekends and some weekdays, I have

to shut all my windows in warm

weather or leave the house.
“An open air cinema less than 200

yards from homes, including elderly

people’s sheltered accommodation,

and the associated noise of people

coming and going and using the

cinema just seems totally unfair, and I

can’t believe this is considered an

appropriate location for yet more

‘licensed activities’.”
They insist they have been driven

from their home by the disruption and

say: “How is this fair? Of course I

expect people walking their dogs,

playing football on Sunday mornings

etc, it’s a park and it’s actually quite

nice and natural, but all these music

and Tannoy events are totally ruining

my use of my home. Please don’t grant

this licence.”Sunset Cinema has been telling

moviegoers to take their own picnics

and seating, and that the screenings

will proceed regardless of the weather.
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at the club’s pre-season photocall
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Roadworks hell leaves trader ‘frightened’ to go to work
A Bishop’s Stortford trader revealed she was frightened to come to work because of  the loss of  business which she says is partly due to poor co-ordination of  roadworks in the town.

Victoria Lee, who runs Friends Dress Agency in North Street, posted a comment on the Indie’s Facebook page after our article last week highlighting the proliferation of  roadworks in Stortford and Hertfordshire Highways’ defence of  the chaos caused on the road network.
Victoria, the mum of  a four-year-old girl, said she had to close her shop earlier during half-term week to be able to collect her daughter on time. It had taken her 36 minutes to get from Northgate End car park to Hockerill.

Business was down during a period when she usually did well, with people hiring dresses for Christmas parties.
Victoria, who has run the shop for 11 years, said: “It’s harder than the first recession, harder than the pandemic. The pavements are so quiet. It’s so, so frightening.” On Friday she told the Indie her mental health was suffering because of  the loss of  trade and she believed the council should do more to help traders and plan the roadworks, doing one road at a time.Victoria added the situation left her frightened to come to work because of  the loss of  trade, but she was hopeful business would pick up.Sally Coleman, of  Le Donne II ladies’ shoe shop in Bridge Street, agreed that business was slow and said customers had abandoned trips 

to her shop after getting stuck in traffic.
Besides the constant road works she said closure of  the Causeway car park had put off  some of  her regular customers and she wanted more help from councils come Christmas time.She added trade was so slow she was glad to see a parking warden pop in for some company.A spokesperson for Hertfordshire Highways apologised to the town last 

week for the works that blocked almost every route into town and were causing traffic chaos. But they insisted they were essential emergency works that coincided with planned improvements.The council added some of  the works would “ultimately benefit the town”, but that sparked a furious reaction from Indie readers with many recounting stories of  long journeys into town hampered by road 

closures and traffic signals.One former trader, Alexandra Muttit who ran Alexandra Wood bespoke tailors at the former Tissimans shop in High Street, said she was “glad she moved her business out of  town for this very reason”.Self-employed cleaner Sara Blackwell agreed with Victoria and said getting around town to her clients was a nightmare. Tom Lawrence said he couldn’t get out of  

Bishop’s Stortford and ended up working from home and Becky Lou said she would get round town quicker in her mobility scooter.On Monday more roadworks appeared in town with High Street closed from the junction of  North Street to Basbow Lane for unspecified Affinity Water works. The work was initially due to finish today (Wednesday) but the sign was altered to state it would go on until Thursday.

Victoria Lee, who runs Friends Dress Agency in North Street, Bishop’s Stortford, says the large number of roadworks around the town is affecting business

Chris Carter
chris.carter@stortfordindie.co.uk
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Roadworks hell leaves trader ‘frightened’ to go to work
A Bishop’s Stortford trader revealed she was frightened to come to work because of  the loss of  business which she says is partly due to poor co-ordination of  roadworks in the town.

Victoria Lee, who runs Friends Dress Agency in North Street, posted a comment on the Indie’s Facebook page after our article last week highlighting the proliferation of  roadworks in Stortford and Hertfordshire Highways’ defence of  the chaos caused on the road network.
Victoria, the mum of  a four-year-old girl, said she had to close her shop earlier during half-term week to be able to collect her daughter on time. It had taken her 36 minutes to get from Northgate End car park to Hockerill.

Business was down during a period when she usually did well, with people hiring dresses for Christmas parties.
Victoria, who has run the shop for 11 years, said: “It’s harder than the first recession, harder than the pandemic. The pavements are so quiet. It’s so, so frightening.” On Friday she told the Indie her mental health was suffering because of  the loss of  trade and she believed the council should do more to help traders and plan the roadworks, doing one road at a time.

Victoria added the situation left her frightened to come to work because of  the loss of  trade, but she was hopeful business would pick up.Sally Coleman, of  Le Donne II ladies’ shoe shop in Bridge Street, agreed that business was slow and said customers had abandoned trips 

to her shop after getting stuck in traffic.
Besides the constant road works she said closure of  the Causeway car park had put off  some of  her regular customers and she wanted more help from councils come Christmas time.She added trade was so slow she was glad to see a parking warden pop in for some company.

A spokesperson for Hertfordshire Highways apologised to the town last 

week for the works that blocked almost every route into town and were causing traffic chaos. But they insisted they were essential emergency works that coincided with planned improvements.
The council added some of  the works would “ultimately benefit the town”, but that sparked a furious reaction from Indie readers with many recounting stories of  long journeys into town hampered by road 

closures and traffic signals.One former trader, Alexandra Muttit who ran Alexandra Wood bespoke tailors at the former Tissimans shop in High Street, said she was “glad she moved her business out of  town for this very reason”.Self-employed cleaner Sara Blackwell agreed with Victoria and said getting around town to her clients was a nightmare. Tom Lawrence said he couldn’t get out of  

Bishop’s Stortford and ended up working from home and Becky Lou said she would get round town quicker in her mobility scooter.On Monday more roadworks appeared in town with High Street closed from the junction of  North Street to Basbow Lane for unspecified Affinity Water works. The work was initially due to finish today (Wednesday) but the sign was altered to state it would go on until Thursday.

Victoria Lee, who runs Friends Dress Agency in North Street, Bishop’s Stortford, says the large number of roadworks around the town is affecting business

Chris Carter
chris.carter@stortfordindie.co.uk
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scrummy fish & chips for all the family!

Place your orders in-store or through Click & 
Collect/ Home Delivery using our app or website: 

ORDER AWARD-WINNING POST-RUGBY FOOD YOUR WAY!

Takeaway Click &
Collect 

Home
Delivery

Party
Orders

SEE YOU AFTER THE GAME!

8 Thorley Centre, Bishops Stortford, HertS, CM23 4EG. 01279 466283
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Wealth Management 
Chartered Financial Planners 

Pension & Retirement Specialist 
Residential & Commercial Mortgages

A safe pair  
of hands

www.waldencapital.co.uk 
01799 521017  |  info@waldencapital.co.uk 

The Old Gun Rooms  |  17 High Street  |  Saffron Walden  |  Essex  |  CB10 1AT

Walden Capital is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
(registration no. 491834)
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Proud sponsors of 
Bishop’s Stortford RFC 

forwardcf.co.uk 
T: 01279 215559   E: hello@forwardcf.co.uk

Thremhall Park, Start Hill, Bishop’s Stortford CM22 7WE

Helping you complete

Business 
acquisitions

Management 
buy outs

Business 
sales

Independent corporate finance, 
consulting and private equity services 

for East Anglia and the South East.
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The reason we wear a poppy
By Geoff Pederson

On November 7th, 1920, in strictest secrecy, four 
unidentified British bodies were exhumed from 
temporary battlefield cemeteries at Ypres, Arras, 
the Asine and the Somme. None of the soldiers 
who did the digging were told why. The bodies 
were taken by field ambulance to GHQ at St-
Pol-Sur-Ter Noise. Once there, the bodies were 
draped with the union flag. 

Sentries were posted and Brigadier-General 
Wyatt and a Colonel Gell selected one body at 
random. The other three were reburied. A French 
Honour Guard was selected and stood by the 
coffin overnight of the chosen soldier.

On the morning of the 8th November, a specially 
designed coffin made of oak from the grounds 
of Hampton Court arrived and the Unknown 
Warrior was placed inside. On top was placed 
a crusaders sword and a shield on which was 

inscribed: "A British Warrior who fell in the 
GREAT WAR 1914-1918 for King and Country".

On the 9th of November, the Unknown Warrior 
was taken by horse-drawn carriage with Guards 
of Honour and the sound of tolling bells and 
bugle calls to the quayside. There, he was 
saluted by Marechal Foche and loaded onto 
HMS Verdun bound for Dover. The coffin stood 
on the deck covered in wreaths, surrounded by 
the French Honour Guard. Upon arrival at Dover, 
the Unknown Warrior was met with a nineteen-
gun salute - something that was normally only 
reserved for Field Marshals. 

A special train had been arranged and he was 
then conveyed to Victoria Station, London. He 
remained there overnight, and, on the morning 
of the 11th of November, he was finally taken to 
Westminster Abbey. The idea of the unknown 

warrior was thought of by a Padre 
called David Railton who had served 
on the front line during the Great War, 
the union flag he had used as an altar 
cloth whilst at the front, was the one 
that had been draped over the coffin. 
It was his intention that all of the 
relatives of the 517,773 combatants 
whose bodies had not been identified 
could believe that the Unknown 
Warrior could very well be their lost 
husband, father, brother or son...

THIS is the reason we wear poppies.

We do not glorify war, we remember 
- with humility - the great and the 
ultimate sacrifices that were made, 
not just in this war, but in every 
war and conflict where our service 
personnel have fought - to ensure the 
liberty and freedoms that we now 
take for granted.

Every year, on the 11th of November, 
we remember.

At the going down of the sun, and in 
the morning, we will remember them.
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The BSRFC Match Video System and its uses
At the start of the club’s first season in National Division One, Andy Long instigated the construction 
of the coach’s tower on the first team pitch. It was located in the middle of the team benches and its 
original purpose was to provide the coaching staff with a better view of the game, once again Andy 
proved himself to be ahead of his time as this tower was to be the ideal location for a video camera 
to produce the video match records of home games. The video recording of games has subsequently 
become an RFU and NCA League mandatory requirement.

The match video recording file is now the starting point for the AI software systems that can create 
support videos for disciplinary, coaching, refereee and game highlights production purposes. See the 
overview diagram below:

Around The Club
Richard Evans

The referee’s microphone must also be connected to the video camera so there are very accurate sound 
and visual records of all games available to all clubs in the league. The Stortford coaches suspected that 
detailed video analysis of our attacking play patterns may well have been behind the comprehensive 
Rams defensive display that prevented Stortford scoring until the end of the game in our recent home 
match against Rams. Welcome to twenty-first century rugby.

Match Video Recording  
System Applications:

RFU Elite
Hub

Match Record
for Referees

Coded match 
extracts for 
coaches and 

players

Match highlights
for NCA  

and BSRFC  
website

BSRFC
Hudl System

Processing
of match video

Disciplinary
Evidence

Emailed

Panasonic  
video camera for
recording match
in coaches tower

SD of match video

High definition digital
acquisition to disc Enge Gray
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Behind the scenes
with the 1st XV...

SPONSORED BY

Match Day Experience
Bishop's Stortford RFC

As part of the Club’s ethos 
‘to be a strong and successful 
rugby club united from Senior 
to Minis’, trusted and valued by 
our community BSRFC Joint 
Head Coaches Tom Coleman 
and Marcus Cattell along with 
Club captain Sam Winter and 
the rest of the 1st XV Squad, 
provide an insight for our “Mini 
and Junior” Members into what 
goes on behind the scenes 
as the Players prepare for a 
National League 1 Match. 

The day kicks off with a QandA 
in the 1st XV Changing Room, 
followed by Training, Games 
and Warm up Sessions with 
the Coaches and Players. They 
then form the “Players Tunnel” 
alongside the “Blazers” to 
welcome both the opposition 
and the 1st XV onto the 
pitch before the game. Their 
experience culminates with 
Post Match Photos alongside 
the Players.



Despite greasy conditions, both sides were 
determined to keep the ball moving, with the 
home side offloading repeatedly out of tackles 
to make the most out of their powerful forwards 
and Stortford sticking to their normal, expansive 
game plan. As a result, the game swung to and 
fro, with penalties often crucial turning points. 
So it was, after 12 minutes that Taunton scored 
the first try, forcing a breakdown penalty and 
a driven lineout maul and three or four more 
phases round the fringes saw them over for a 
5 point lead. Almost straight from the restart, 
Stortford won two penalties in quick succession 
and, although the second was right in front of 
the posts, they also went for touch and were 
rewarded for their ambition with a try to Will 
Rogers at the back of a driving maul. The kick 
cannoned out off the upright to leave the scores 
level. With 20 minutes gone, the visitors took 
the lead, when a clever cross kick from Matt 
Riddington, produced a Taunton lineout close to 
their own line. The ball was overthrown and fell 
to Ollie Jones, who he fed Rogers for his fellow 
back row to plunge over for his second try. This 
time Connor Lloyd made a good conversion but, 
within 3 minutes, the scores were level again, 
when the home side capitalised on an excellent 
50-22 kick to drive over from the resultant 
lineout for a try, well converted by Iwan Jenkin. 
Stortford looked to be gaining momentum but 
a penalty was conceded as they tried to force 
an opening out wide on the Taunton 22 and a 
tackled Stortford player played the ball on the 
ground. A good long touch from the penalty 
set up position and more forceful Taunton play 
won another penalty near Stortford's 22. From 
the resultant 5 metre lineout, their powerful 
forwards drove over for a try, which was again 
well converted by Jenkin, as the half ended with 
his side in a 7 point lead.

Stortford started the second period fast, 
scoring within 2 minutes, when a long pass 
from Riddington put James Ayrton into space 
and the centre committed the last defender 
to give Josh Stannard a clear run at the line. 
Lloyd's conversion attempt from out wide once 
again bounced out off a post to leave his side 
2 points behind. The lead soon changed hands, 
however, when Alex Rayment touched down at 
the back of a driving maul following a lineout 
10 metres from the Taunton line. Lloyd made a 
good conversion to stretch the lead to 5 with 
10 minutes of the half gone. Despite being 
down to 14 men, with their scrumhalf in the bin, 
Taunton fought back to level the scores, taking 
full advantage of a soft penalty on halfway for 
fullback, Jordan Gott to make a break for an 
unconverted try, after the ball was surprisingly 
released from the lineout. The next score took 
14 minutes to come, with Rogers  completing 
his hat trick with a try under the posts on 69 
minutes. This was the try of the match and was 
created by more expansive rugby by Stortford, 
as Austin Pope cut a good line to break through 
from inside his own half and find  Luke Bury in 
close support. The replacement hooker  took 
the ball on well, committed the last defender 
and offloaded backhanded out of the tackle to 
leave the back row with a clear run-in. Lloyd 
made no mistake with the conversion. Taunton, 
once again threw themselves  onto the attack 
and, going through many phases, forced their 
way up to the Stortford line, where  Rogers was 
yellow carded for failing to roll away from a 
tackle. Now it was Stortford's turn to raise their 
collective game when short-handed and they 
produced some outstanding tackling to force 
the aggressive opposition slowly back and were 
able to hold on for an extremely hard-fought 
24-31 win

John Allanson

Match Report
Taunton 24–31 Bishop’s Stortford
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ADVERT - WESTBURY

01245 326510
westburyjoinery.com

Internal Doors by Westbury
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