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We welcome Taunton to Silver Leys and are 
delighted that it coincides with Armistice 
Day. We were at Taunton this time last year 
and were so impressed with the way they 
celebrated their Armed Forces Day that 
decided that it would be a good idea to 
follow their example. Hence today we are 
celebrating Armistice Day with our version 
of Veterans Lunch, and it is by coincidence 
that our opposition this Armistice Day is 
Taunton. For us, it will be a Veterans' lunch 
before the minutes silence on the pitch. We 
would like to thank Lieutenant Colonel Dave 
Walker for hosting the event and speaking at 
lunch, with John Robinson, President of the 
local British Legion Branch saying grace. We 
have two local veterans Jez Abbott and Tim 
Dedman at the Presidents Table, and we also 
welcome Matt Abbott from Vet Run 180, who 
do fantastic work with the veteran amputees.

Special thanks to Geoff Pederson, Dee 
Compton, and Julie North for their help in 
organising the day as well as Dave and John. 
We want to thank the Airforce Cadets who 
are attending the ceremony today and of 
course Gareth from Garson who looks after 
our pitches which are prepared with his usual 
care, and in addition he has reproduced the 
poppy emblem on the pitch as well as the 
words “Lest We Forget” as our special thanks 
for those who have served in the Armed 
Forces.  Please note our team will be wearing 
a commemorative shirt for the occasion 
celebrated with the poppy. These will be 
auctioned to support the British Legion.

We would like to thank our Matchday 
Sponsor Corporate Forward Finance 
hosted by Rob Smith and our Man 
of the  Match Sponsor Bit Solutions 
hosted by Sam Prior and Jon Tann. 
We would like to thank all the 
sponsors, some of whom are hosting 
veterans on their tables. The sponsor 
tables include Nockolds (James 
Brunton and Adam Dunkley), Seneca 
Reid (Andrew Smith), Edmundson 
Electrical, (Jeff Buchanan) Hanbury 
Wealth (Julia and Julie), Recruitability 
(Wendy and Lucy), Mulberry Homes 
(Will Almond), Steel Builders (Max King). 

Sofa Design/Pro84 
(Matt Abbott – Tom) and 
Three Willows/Ace of 
Lanes (Dave and Brian).

I reviewed my notes at 
the equivalent game for 
last season and noted we were celebrating 
our fourth successive five-point victory. 
Somewhat different from this week’s position. 
However, the team is confident that our 
fortunes will change. We note that Taunton is 
one place below us in the league but having 
spoken to their opposing teams in recent 
weeks they have all been impressed in their 
performances and are surprised how they 
have found themselves in a lowly position. 
This includes the views of league leader Rams.   

Off the field, we had our 21st annual firework 
display, sponsored by Hanbury Wealth last 
Saturday. The organising committee led by 
Neil Clark and all the committee had sleepless 
nights in the week before the event caused 
by the potential havoc caused by Storm 
Ciaran.  However, the weather turned at 
midday on Saturday and we had a dry period 
on Saturday resulting in an excellent turnout, 
selling 4500 tickets for the event. We would 
like to thank Neil and Dee and the rest of the 
committee, and the 100 volunteers on the 
night and in particular Karl Winter and his 
bar team and Paul Richardson and his team 
on the BBQs. It was mentioned that the stilt 
walkers introduced for the first time proved to 
be a great success.

From
 the President     LEN LINDOP
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Benefit from competitive servicing prices  
without compromising on quality.

Get up to 40%* off any Genuine BMW Parts required,  
when servicing your 3+ year-old BMW at Group 1 Stansted BMW.

Contact our team or visit our website to book your next 
service with us today.

*Ts&Cs apply. Discount applied to RRP. Discount can be withdrawn at any time.

PRICES AS INDIVIDUAL 
AS YOU ARE. 
BMW PERSONALISED PRICING.
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Welcome everyone to Silver Leys for a very 
special afternoon as we celebrate Armistice 
Day. Taunton are our visitors today and it’s 
just a coincidence that we visited them this 
same weekend last year, when they too held 
an Armed Forces Day. Both teams I’m sure 
will be desperate to pick up the match points 
today, with only 3 wins between the sides.

Taunton have really picked up the last few 
weeks and a comprehensive home win Vs 
Rosslyn Park just shows that league position 
is nothing to go by and our preparations this 
week have been excellent as we know how 
hard this game is going to be this afternoon.

I won’t hide the fact that we are disappointed 
with our last few performances but rest 
assured that we are working hard to turn 
the corner and we know how quickly that 
confidence can return.

Last week against Rosslyn Park was again 
an inconsistent performance and we left 
ourselves too much to do from 29-3 down 

after 35mins. However, 
at 29-17 and with Park 
down to 14 men our 
lack of execution on 
the 5m line meant the 
chance went begging 
and like good sides do, they withstood wave 
after wave of attack only to then score a try 
of their own, a real killer blow when the game 
was in the balance. I was hugely proud of 
the character shown by the lads to even give 
ourselves the chance of getting something 
out of the game.

Thanks again to all the special people that 
make BSRFC the place that it is, we are all 
hugely honoured to represent the 1st XV and 
will be doing everything we can to get the win 
today.

Have a great day and see you after the game.

Come on the Bishops!

Marcus

From
 HEAD COACH     M

ARCUS CATTELL

the coaching staff
Below, left to right: Cameron Boon, Konrad McKenzie, Ian Simpson, Darren Orbart.

Below, left to right: Manu Vunipola, Rob Faiers, Ryan Clarke, Jon Skelton.
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Industrial Network Cables

Our cables operate in some of the toughest environments within the 
industry worldwide.
We design and manufacture cables to the highest performance levels 
with third party verification, we are specified for use on the world’s 
largest industrial projects.
No secret: Experience, common sense, plain speaking,
technical knowhow and the will to deliver.
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ALEX GILHAM
SPONSORED BY

Advanced Demolition
www.advancedemolition.co.uk

BEN HARRISON
SPONSORED BY

Steel Builders
www.steelbuilders.co.uk

CAMERON MEECHAN
SPONSORED BY

MM Property Services
www.mmspuk

ALEX RAYMENT
SPONSORED BY

Bit Solutions
www.bitsolutions.net

BEN HARRISON-PRICE
SPONSORED BY

Direct Moves
www.direct-moves.co.uk 

CHARLIE PARKHOUSE
SPONSORED BY

PRH Engineering.co.uk
www.prhengineering.co.uk 

AUSTIN POPE
SPONSORED BY

Wickman Group
www.wickman-group.com 

BENJI FURRER
SPONSORED BY

Palmer & Martin
www.palmerandmartin.co.uk 

CHRIS BOLTON
SPONSORED BY

GRS Group
Aggregates • Building Products

Recycling • Construction Services

BAILEY ALBERT
SPONSORED BY

Forefront Signs
www.forefrontsigns.co.uk

CALLUM COYNE
SPONSORED BY

Cottrill & Co Ltd
www.cottandco.com/en/

CHRIS SMITH
SPONSORED BY

Forward  
Corporate Finance
www.forwardcf.co.uk 
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CONNOR LLOYD
SPONSORED BY

HD Print
www.hdprint.co.uk

FINN QUINN
SPONSORED BY

Princeps Electronics
www.princeps.co.uk

HARRY CHARTER
SPONSORED BY

Mantle Space Ltd
www.mantlespace.co.uk

DAN COLE
SPONSORED BY

Pro84 Construction Ltd
www.facebook.com/ 
pro84construction 

FRAIZER KIFF
SPONSORED BY

Hilton Coachworks
www.hiltonaccidentrepair.co.uk  

HARRY CLENSHAW
SPONSORED BY

Mr Barbers
 mrbarbers.co.uk

DAN POWELL
SPONSORED BY

R C Boreham
www.rcboreham.co.uk 

GABRIEL SERIKI
SPONSORED BY

CrossFit Huntsman
www.crossfithuntsman.com 

HENRY PECK
SPONSORED BY

Westbury Garden  
Rooms Ltd

www.westburygardenrooms.com

FABIAN DUCCI
SPONSORED BY

R Lane Tiling
www.r.lanetiling

HARRISON LANGWORTHY
SPONSORED BY

Coleman's Farm

JACK BIARD
SPONSORED BY

Russell Property
www.russellpp.co.uk

Colemans
FARMERS & CONTRACTORS

Background colour just to show white Colemans, it is not to print
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JACK HUSSEY
SPONSORED BY

Sheild Batteries
www.shieldbatteries.co.uk

JAMIE HOYES
SPONSORED BY

Excelsior Kitchens
 www.excelsiorkitchens.com

JOSH STANNARD
SPONSORED BY

Menor Ltd
www.menor.co.uk

JAKE MORRIS
SPONSORED BY

Greys of Ely
www.greysofely.co.uk

JAQ BELTON
SPONSORED BY

System One
www.systemone.co.uk

KAI PHILLIPS
SPONSORED BY

Quantus Gallery
www.quantusgallery.com 

JAMES AYRTON
SPONSORED BY

Radleys
www.radleys.com

JOE RADLEY
SPONSORED BY

Radley Yeldar
www.RY.com

LUKE BERRY
SPONSORED BY

Circadian FX
www.circadianfx.com

JAMIE GAGE
SPONSORED BY

Connect Scaffolding
www.connectscaffolding.co.uk

JOE YOUNG
SPONSORED BY

Fenton Sports
www.fentonsportsonline.com

LIAM LORD
SPONSOR

Hammond Developments
www.hammonddevelopments.com
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MATT MAHONEY
SPONSORED BY

Nockolds Solicitors
www.nockolds.co.uk

OLLIE JONES
SPONSORED BY

Smart Merchants Ltd
www.smartmerchants.co.uk

TOBY HILL
SPONSORED BY

Bit Solutions
www.bitsolutions.net

MATT RAMZAN
SPONSORED BY

Hanbury Wealth
www.hanburywealth.co.uk

REECE LANE
SPONSORED BY

Anglia Improvements 
Limited

www.angliaimprovements.co.uk 

TOBY TIERNEY
SPONSORED BY

Jon Skelton
 www.jonskelton.co.uk

MATT RIDDINGTON
SPONSORED BY

Bolt Coaching
www.www.instagram.com/ 

boltcoaching 

RYAN COX
SPONSORED BY

Nockolds Solicitors
www.nockolds.co.uk

RYAN JACKSON
SPONSORED BY

Tangi-Flow
www.tangi-flow.com

NICK HANKIN
SPONSORED BY

Tees
www.teeslaw.com 

TAIN RICHARDS
SPONSORED BY

Mulberry Homes
www.mulberryhomes.co.uk

MASON NICHOLLS
SPONSORED BY

Winged Boots
www.wingedboots.co.uk 
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VINCE YOUNG
SPONSORED BY

John Skelton
 www.jonskelton.co.uk

WILL ROGERS
SPONSORED BY

Sofa Design
www.thesofadesignstudio.co.uk

TOM WALKER
SPONSORED BY

R W Pearman & Son

Contact: Julie North
Email: sponsorship@bsrfc.co.uk

To become a BSRFC 
sponsor, or for more 
information...

TOM CHARTER
SPONSORED BY

Price Bailey
www.pricebailey.co.uk
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Proud sponsors of BSRFC
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We are pleased 
to be different!
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recruitment 
since 2008.
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The Modern Face 
of Independent 

Education

Come and fi nd out what 
that feels like.

Co-Educational Day and Boarding 4 to 18 Years

bishopsstortfordcollege.org

 /bishopsstortfordcollege /thebishopsstortfordcollege  /BSCollege
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Things have started well with the introduction 
of Jimma Taylor’s U16’s from last season. 
They have brought some real energy and 
enthusiasm, adapting very quickly to the 
styles of the existing coaches and the way we 
wish to play. Our overall squad number has 
swelled to almost 60 players which brings 
so many challenges, hurdles, and headaches 
most clubs would wish they had. With each 
player guaranteed a minimum of a half in each 
game they are part of, it does bring selection 
difficulties in making sure all players get equal 
amounts of games. It is a shame when we 
come across clubs who only give some players 
minimal time at the end of a game, which I’m 
sure takes the gloss off the overall experience 
of playing youth rugby.

With so many players we obviously cover almost 
every school in the local area and a few beyond. 
It has been great to see Ryan Forrester making 
regular trips back from his college, Hartpury 
in Gloucestershire.  This year we have added a 
new prop, Josh Buller, who has just moved from 
Felsted school to Sedbergh up in Cumbria! 

Player rotation, to avoid over playing, always 
occupies conversation time in our selection 
meetings, when the RFU make the schools and 
Club National Cup competitions in the same 
week it does provide exhausting challenges. 

We march on regardless 
and are now into the 3rd 
round of the National 
Cup which is at home on 19 November against 
Eaton Manor, please do come along to support 
our lads.

Hopefully, many of this current batch of Colts 
will step forward into the senior ranks this 
season and maybe even beyond. It has been 
great to see many of the Colts from the past 
two seasons play for all the senior teams. It was 
only last Saturday that Niall McCrae told me his 
son, Ollie had played his first senior match in 
the 5th team alongside his elder brother which 
is also another first time for them. More families 
continuing the legacy of playing alongside 
siblings and even parents (there's still time for 
you to don the boots Niall!) in blue and white 
of Bishop’s Stortford. Last Monday evening saw 
the Blues take on Cambridge University and it 
was a squad containing 5 Colts from the past 
two years. With more playing amongst the 3rd 
and 4th teams, the Colts is truly a conduit for 
young players to enter senior rugby after youth 
finishes. There are several stand out players, 
some literally with their size, amongst this year’s 
squad so hopefully with a little bit of luck it will 
be the year we see a Colt make a first team 
appearance whilst still in the group!
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It is an exciting time with the BSRFC Colts 
this season! 



17

BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Next-door neighbour 
Local dog walker
Mum on the school run
Rugby team member
We’re not estate agents.
We’re locals.

BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Next-door neighbour 
Local dog walker
Mum on the school run
Rugby team member
We’re not estate agents.
We’re locals.

BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Next-door neighbour 
Local dog walker
Mum on the school run
Rugby team member
We’re not estate agents.
We’re locals.

BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Next-door neighbour 
Local dog walker
Mum on the school run
Rugby team member
We’re not estate agents.
We’re locals.

BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Next-door neighbour 
Local dog walker
Mum on the school run
Rugby team member
We’re not estate agents.
We’re locals.

BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Next-door neighbour 
Local dog walker
Mum on the school run
Rugby team member
We’re not estate agents.
We’re locals.



18

INVESTMENT PLANNING  |  RETIREMENT PLANNING  |  PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY

Hanbury Wealth is a trading style of Hanbury Wealth Management Ltd. Which is authorised and regulated by the Finance Conduct Authority FCA number 757991.

Looking after  
your wealth as we  
would our own

Simply put, our holistic 

approach to financial planning 

allows you freedom.  

The freedom to live your life,  
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NORWICH
01603 628 686

clientservices@hanburywealth.co.uk
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Taunton Rugby Club were founded in 1875 
and have a long-standing pedigree of 
high quality rugby in their home county of 
Somerset.
They will celebrate their 150th Birthday in a 
few years, so we at just over 100 are mere 
pups in rugby terms compared to today’s 
guests.

The first club ground was in the Holway 
district of Taunton before moving to their 
home for 66 years, Priory Park in 1935.

Their final move occurred in November 
2001, moving to Hyde Park, the magnificent 
facility now known as Veritas Park which 
sits within sight of the M5 motorway just 
off the Taunton junction number 25. 

Unfortunately, the grounds closeness to 
the motorway was a key factor in the 
circumstances that led to probably the 
darkest day in their history in November 
2011, smoke generated by a fireworks 
display at the club made worse a thick 
fog that drifted over the motorway. Seven 
people were killed and another 51 injured 
in the resultant horrific multi vehicle road 
traffic accident.

Thankfully, the club were exonerated of any 
blame, as eventually were the owner of the 
fireworks display company involved.

There for the grace of God – is a 
phrase that springs to mind.

They currently run three senior 
sides plus a Colts XV. Like us, 
they have huge Mini & Youth 
sections.

Our first encounter with them 
came on 2nd November 2013, 
following our promotion that 
year into Nat 2S. It was here at 
Silver Leys Taunton emerged 
from a high scoring thriller 
victory by 32 points to 37. We 
drew on our first visit to Hyde Park 
in March 2014, 24 apiece, a game 
that sticks in many of our memories 
because we were 24 -0 up at half time.

The following season 
we each won at our 
respective home 
grounds, they finished 
3rd with us one place 
above them as Runners 
up.

We lost both home and away in 2015/16, 
we then returned that favour the following 
season in 2016/17 when we won promotion 
to National One. 

In 2019/20 Taunton won National Two 
South earning them promotion to level 3 
and National League One.

There were of course no league games in 
the 2020/21 season in National One due 
to Covid restrictions, in 2021/22 we won 
26-21 at home and drew at Taunton 29-29. 
Taunton finished one place above us in the 
league in eighth position.

Last season we did the double on Taunton 
winning 24-31 at Taunton in November 
2022 and 39-7 in March 2023 on Ladies 
Day. We finished sixth in the League and 
Taunton finished eleventh.  

TODAY ,S OPPOSITION     TAUNTON RFC
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EXCLUSIVE NEW HOMES  
COMING TO ESSEX, 
HERTFORDSHIRE,  

KENT AND SUFFOLK

mulberryhomes.co.uk

For all future site & land acquisitions, please contact Will Almond
will.almond@mulberryhomes.co.uk or 07535 697854

Quintessential Advert (A5) (Rugby Sponsorship) Final Draft 2.indd   1Quintessential Advert (A5) (Rugby Sponsorship) Final Draft 2.indd   1 19/08/2022   15:1319/08/2022   15:13
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We all need legal advice at some stage in our lives, whether that is for our 
business, ourselves or families. Nockolds has dedicated legal experts who focus 
on providing advice for you and your business.

Visit us
www.nockolds.co.uk

Talk to us
0345 646 0406

P RO U D  S P O N S O RS  O F

Bishop’s Stortford Rugby 
Football Club
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www.grswegobeyond.co.uk  /  0845 223 0444

PROUD SPONSORS OF BISHOP’S 
STORTFORD RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

We handle more than 20 million tonnes of 
materials each year, sourcing the most suitable 
products and making optimum use of road, rail 
and river freight to deliver them as sustainably 
as possible to well-known builders merchants 
and construction companies.

We’re also a leading provider of waste 
management services, offering total solutions 
for removal, recycling and reuse of construction 
and excavation wastes.  And we’ve grown to 

become a major supplier of industrial by-
products as low carbon secondary aggregates 
(pictured). 

That’s one of the many reasons why GRS has 
ranked among the fastest growing British firms 
in the Sunday Times Top Track 250 four years 
running. 

GRS is Britain’s independent supplier of construction  
materials – from wholesale bagged landscaping products to 
high-volume bulk aggregates for major infrastructure.
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Match Report:  
Ampthill & District Ladies 5 BSRFC Women 29
On Sunday 5 November, BSRFC Women’s 
XV had their first away game of the season 
against Ampthill Lionesses. After a late 
start, Stortford won the coin toss, choosing 
to receive the ball. With a kick straight into 
the arms of tighthead prop, Ellie-Jayne 
Cappuccini, Stortford pushed forward, but an 
unfortunate knock-on led to the first of many 
scrums this match.
Stortford continued to make good ground, with 
excellent tackles from both fly half and captain, 
Jasmin Bice, and inside centre, Amy Vernon. A 
quick tap penalty for Stortford, taken by flanker, 
Christina Radukic, resulted in the first try of the 
game, with Radukic herself steaming through 
the opposition to put points on the board. 

The restart from Ampthill once again landed 
straight to Cappuccini, who tore through their 
defence. The Blues, continuing with some 
strong work on the attack, were awarded a 
penalty for a high tackle from the home side 
which worked its way effortlessly to winger, 
Lorell Jordan. An unfortunate knock into 
touch resulted in an Ampthill lineout, but with 
a beautiful in-air snatch, Stortford regained 
possession and passed wide to full-back, 
Harriet Creasy, who shot down the outside to 
score the second try of the match, taking the 
score to 0-10 at half time.

The second half continued with the same pace 
as the first, but with after another Stortford 
knock-on came an Ampthill scrum. Despite the 
home side sending in their strongest players, 

Stortford were able 
to maintain control in 
defence and turn the ball 
over. However, a kick for 
ground was picked up by 
the opposition who were 
able to pass wide to their 
winger. Regardless of 
the team’s best efforts to 
catch her, Ampthill were 
able to score a try.

The restart saw Ampthill attempt to kick for 
ground, which was quickly intercepted by 
outside centre, Eva Radukic, before reaching 
scrum half, Chloe Capp. With a phenomenal 
push, Capp powered through their defence in 
a clear race to the try line before putting the 
ball between the posts with flair. With a right 
boot more auspicious than Jonny Wilkinson’s, 
Cappuccini kicked the conversion right through 
the posts, sending the crowd into a frenzy and 
bringing the score to 5-17. 

Stortford continued to prove that they were 
the stronger team, with quick hands and strong 
attacking lines down the back line where 
Morgane Geary-Warne was able to really show 
off her speed before being taken down. Before 
Ampthill could even consider coming in for the 
ruck, Bice plucked the ball out to gain some 
ground before passing out to winger, Maja 
Wabich, who looped round the opposition to 
score her first try in a Stortford jersey. 

With just a few minutes to spare, Stortford 
used every last bit of energy to 
shift the ball through hands and 
entice Ampthill’s defensive line into 
one place. Taking advantage of 
the space, Geary-Warne was once 
again able to sprint down the line, 
leaving a trail of defenders in her 
wake, to score Stortford’s fourth 
try. Vernon didn’t let the pressure 
of the clock get to her and kicked 
the ball straight through the posts 
to convert and end the game at 
5-29 to BSRFC Women.

BSRFC W
OM

EN AND GIRLS     Chloe Capp and Florence Fudge
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pricebailey.co.uk

Price Bailey LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales, number OC307551. The 
registered office is Causeway House, 1 Dane Street, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts, CM23 3BT, where a list of 
members is kept. Price Bailey LLP is registered to carry out audit work in the UK and regulated for a range of 
investment business activities by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.

Price Bailey 
Accountants, auditors and advisors

SUPPORTING YOU 
AND YOUR BUSINESS
TO GET OVER THE LINE

Tom Meeks
Partner 

T: +44 (0)1279 712 719
E: tom.meeks@pricebailey.co.uk

Tony Pennison
Partner 

T: +44(0)1279 712 716
E: tonyp@pricebailey.co.uk

Simon Craven
Internal Audit Assistant Manager
 

T: +44(0)1279 217 242
E: simon.craven@pricebailey.co.uk

Get in touch to see how we can 
work with you:

Rugby match programme V4.indd   1Rugby match programme V4.indd   1 23/08/2023   14:13:3923/08/2023   14:13:39
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BLUES REPORT     Gabriel Seriki

This match was under threat all week from 
the weather, but luckily it improved, and 
the sun was shining on a perfect Saturday 
for rugby.  The blues got off to a good start, 
with Jack Baird getting over the line, Jack 
has been out with a broken wrist for a long 
time, so was great to see.
Unfortunately, celebrations couldn’t last too 
long with an attritional Esher pack mauling 
their way to some points within a tight first 
20 minutes.

The physicality of the Esher pack in the 
mauls became something of an obstacle 
for the blues as they struggled to get any 
momentum going forward, despite excellent 
field position gifted to the forwards by Dan 
Powell. This was contrasted by the Stortford 
power at scrum time. These scrums set the 
platform for some beautiful backs play, 
allowing Powell to sling a 2 man miss pass 
out to Radley to score an outrageous walk-in 
in the corner.  With lung-busting end-to-end 
rugby the blues edged in at the break ahead.

After some stern but motivating words from 
head coach Ian Simpson it was clear that 
to win the game, the blues had to match 
the Esher physicality.  This was provided 
with front rowers, Callum Coyne and Taine 
Richards-Farr continuing their scrummaging 

excellence. Furthermore, 
the rest of the forwards 
decided to show the 
strength of a Stortford 
maul, tiring the Esher 
pack, something that 
proved pivotal in the 
later minutes of the game.

A cagey first 15 minutes of the second half, 
with Esher line breaks becoming something 
of a commonality, was weathered partly 
due to the gruelling fitness work the boys 
have put in over the 2-week break.  This was 
epitomised by a 60-metre recovery chase 
against the Esher winger by Frazier Kiff to 
earn the blues a try-saving turnover on the 
Stortford line, not bad for a second row.

That effort from Kiffy was a momentum 
changer and the blues really turned it on. 
Maul tries, backs moves, scrum penalties, you 
name it - the blues provided them all in the 
final 20. Wrapping things up with a beautiful 
blind side maul "trick play" scored by hooker 
Jack Hussey.

All-in-all a good away performance, 24-42 
the final score in favour of BSRFC Blues. 
We were happy, but nowhere near satisfied, 
more to come next week.
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Proud sponsor of BSRFC

Alongside you 
at the heart of the 
community

Call us on 01279 704124 www.teeslaw.com

The Better Future Fund has been set 
up by Tees to o�er grants up to £5,000 
for projects that support learning and 
education and promoting good health 
and wellbeing in our local 
communities of Hertfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire and Essex.

Tees is a trading name of Stanley Tee LLP regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. Registered in England and Wales number 
OC327874. Tees is a trading name of Tees Financial Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England and Wales number 4342506. 

Find out more here:
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0800 368 91000800 368 9100
Premium Steel Framed Buildings • Individually Designed • Erected by ExpertsPremium Steel Framed Buildings • Individually Designed • Erected by Experts

PROUD SPONSORS OF BSRFC

BUY DIRECT FROM THE EXPERTS
WWW.STEELBUILDMASTERS.CO.UKC
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THE UK’S LARGEST  
MANUFACTURER-APPROVED 

REPAIRER

IF YOU HAVE HAD AN ACCIDENT PLEASE CONTACT US ON: 

 01279 757060 OR HILTONACCIDENTREPAIR.CO.UK

THE UK’S LARGEST MANUFACTURER-APPROVED REPAIRER
WE GUARANTEE YOUR VEHICLE BACK TO PRE-ACCIDENT CONDITION

SCAN QR CODE TO GET 
AN ESTIMATE

Approved Accident
Repair Centre

C U P R A 

JLR
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‘WITHOUT DOUBT, THE BEST TRAINING FACILITY IN THE AREA’

Talk to us now about KORU membership and what we can do for you.

Classes, personal training or specialist training 
for those seeking serious results.

Check out our website or drop in for a chat.

‘WITHOUT DOUBT, THE BEST TRAINING FACILITY IN THE AREA’

Talk to us now about KORU membership and 
what we can do for you.

Spin classes, yoga classes, personal training or specialist training
 for those seeking serious results.

Check out our website or drop in for a chat.

‘WITHOUT DOUBT, THE BEST TRAINING FACILITY IN THE AREA’

Talk to us now about KORU membership and 
what we can do for you.

Spin classes, yoga classes, personal training or specialist training
 for those seeking serious results.

Check out our website or drop in for a chat.

www.korugym.com

Peek Business Park, Woodside, Bishops Stortford, CM23 5RG
T: 01279 506487  E: team@korugym.com

BSRC Koru programme ad 2023.indd   1BSRC Koru programme ad 2023.indd   1 06/07/2023   17:0306/07/2023   17:03
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national league one results, fixtures AND TABLE

Team P W D L PF PA PD TBP LBP Points Adj.

Rams 8 6 0 2 278 207 71 8 2 34 0

Chinnor 8 6 0 2 300 133 167 6 1 31 0

Plymouth Albion 8 6 0 2 262 172 90 6 1 31 0

Sedgley Park 8 6 0 2 243 262 -19 4 0 28 0

Birmingham Moseley 8 5 0 3 213 223 -10 2 1 23 0

Richmond 8 4 0 4 224 212 12 5 2 23 0

Blackheath 8 4 0 4 229 192 37 4 2 22 0

Cinderford 8 5 0 3 161 201 -40 0 1 21 0

Rosslyn Park 8 4 0 4 262 240 22 4 1 21 0

Darlington Mowden Park 8 4 0 4 195 221 -26 3 1 20 0

Bishop's Stortford 8 2 0 6 214 272 -58 5 2 15 0

Taunton 8 1 0 7 222 297 -75 6 3 13 0

Leicester Lions 8 2 0 6 150 233 -83 1 2 11 0

Sale FC 8 1 0 7 110 198 -88 0 3 7 0

NATIONAL LEAGUE 1 TABLE

HOME TEAM AWAY TEAM

Fixtures for 11th November 2023 

Leicester Lions vs Rosslyn Park

Bishop's Stortford vs Taunton titans

Blackheath vs Richmond

Chinnor vs Plymouth Albion

Cinderford vs Birmingham Moseley

Darlington Mowden Park vs Sedgley Park

Sale FC vs Rams

HOME TEAM AWAY TEAM

Results from 4th November 2023

Birmingham Moseley 22 - 14 Sale FC

Plymouth Albion 28 - 15 Blackheath

Rams 36 - 41 Darlington Mowden Park

Richmond 7 - 24 Cinderford

Rosslyn Park 48 - 22 Bishop's Stortford

Sedgley park 28 - 20 Leicester Lions

Taunton Titans 21 - 53 Chinnor
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Bishop
,
s Stortford

BLUE AND WHITE

Head Coach:
Marcus Cattell
 

Forwards Coaches:  
Rob Faiers
Cameron Boon
 

Blues Lead Coach &  
Forwards Coach:  
Ian Simpson
 

Attack & Backs Coach: 
Manu Vunipola
 

Head Strength &  
Conditioning:
Konrad McKenzie
 

Lead Medical:
Ryan Clarke
 

Team Manager:
Darren Orbart
 

Performance Coach: 
Jon Skelton

REFEREE:  
Mike Lamb 

ASSISTANT REFEREE 1:  
Andrew Green 

ASSISTANT REFEREE 2: 
Simon Bourne

MATCH DAY SPONSORS

TH
E 

TE
AM

S

Toby Hill

Alex Rayment

Henry Peck

Fraizer Kiff

Harry Charter

Ollie Jones

Austin Pope

Will Rogers

Connor Lloyd

Dan Cole

Chris Smith

Matt Riddington

James Ayrton(c)

Josh Stannard

Dan Powell

REPLACEMENTS                   

Jack Hussey

Matt Ramzan

Toby Tierney

Chris Bolton

Jake Morris
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TAUNTON RFC
BLACK AND MAROON

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR 
BAR LICENCE FORBIDS THE 
TAKING OF GLASSES AND 
GLASS BOTTLES ONTO THE 
FIELD. 

REUSABLE, RIGID PLASTIC 
GLASSES ARE AVAILABLE AT 
THE BAR. 
 

PLEASE ASK FOR ONE IF 
YOU INTEND TO TAKE YOUR 
DRINK OUTSIDE.

Coaches: 
Steve Frost
Chris Brown
Gary Kingdom 

Medical: 
Molly Brick

Media: 
Jake Salvi

THE TEAM
S

Will Vaughan

George Gosling

Isaac Dalton

Harry Wright

Sam Leworthy

Ratu Vakalutukali

Charlie Wright

Sam Prior

Jordan Petherbridge

Louie Sinclair

Noah Fenton

Dan Martin

Jeremey Tuima

Ollie Rice

Frankie Dart

REPLACEMENTS                   

Elvis Taione

Brian Ncube

Sam Knott

Will de Boehmler

Greg Kitson

1 

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
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17
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20

MAN OF THE MATCH 
SPONSORS



www.thesofadesignstudio.co.uk  |  01371 874 422
49a The Causeway, Great Dunmow, Essex, CM6 2AA

Sofas Sofa Beds
Corner 
Sofas Chairs

A5 Flyer 2022.indd   1A5 Flyer 2022.indd   1 12/07/2022   14:2112/07/2022   14:21
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M
ATCH REPORT    JOHN ALLANSON

Stortford started strongly and were rewarded 
with a Dan Cole penalty goal after only 3 
minutes. 

They enjoyed slightly the better of the 
exchanges over the next 15 minutes but a long 
break for an injury to a home prop seemed 
to galvanise Park, who scored their first try 
almost immediately, through right wing, Charlie 
Walker, whose Premiership pedigree stood out 
clearly throughout. Within 7 minutes, Benjie 
Marfo on the opposite wing added another try, 
rounding off a move built on turnover ball from 
one of a number of Stortford lineout mishaps. 
With Stortford kicking away too much ball, the 
home side were now well on top. Despite losing 
their loose head to the sinbin for a blatant high 
tackle with half an hour gone, Park attacked 
again and forced a penalty close to Stortford's 
posts, kicked by Josh Bragman to take his side 
into a 22-3 lead. Stortford threatened briefly 
but an attacking chip kick went inches too far, 
allowing ex London-Irishman, James Stokes to 
field, break away and kick ahead for another 
converted try. Stortford fought back, as the first 
half was coming to a close and a well-timed 
intervention into the line from fullback, Jake 
Morris saw him burst through and find James 
Ayrton inside for a well-worked try, converted 
by Cole to take the score at the break to 29-10.

Stortford reduced the deficit to 12 points early 
in the second half with a try to Matt Riddington, 
after the side had gone through multiple 
phases, with two quickly tapped penalties by 
Connor Lloyd keeping up the high momentum 
to eventually break down the strong home 

defence. The visitors 
continued to play with 
high tempo, forcing 
further penalties and a 
yellow card for former Stortford player, Jacob 
Wrafter, but allowed themselves to be held 
up at an attacking lineout maul to release the 
pressure. Having taken the sting out of the 
visitors' attack, Park resumed control, taking 
advantage of further Stortford lineout woes to 
press forward. Chris Smith was sin-binned for 
an offence at a maul driving at the try line and 
this only delayed the inevitable, with Wrafter 
forcing his way over from the base of another 
maul shortly afterwards. Walker got his second 
try with 7 minutes remaining, when he took 
a pass in traffic but instantly chipped ahead 
and easily won the race to regather, putting 
his side 24 points ahead. Stortford weren't 
finished, though and, after a typical break 
through the middle of a ruck by Alex Rayment 
to take him thirty metres upfield, the ball was 
swung quickly to the opposite wing, where Will 
Rogers forced his way over for an unconverted 
try. The visitors continued to chase another 
score with increasing desperation and  a long 
pass in midfield, thrown more in hope than 
expectation, unfortunately went to ground, 
allowing Walker to seize on the loose ball 
and dash over for his hat-trick try. Bragman's 
conversion ended the game with a 26 point 
margin, a fair reward for the home team's 
extremely clinical finishing, taking advantage of 
Stortford's tendency to hand over possession 
too often and too easily.

Rosslyn Park 48 Bishop’s Stortford First XV 22
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. . .AND PROUD SPONSORS OF 

Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Club 

M J Warner Volkswagen   
Hare Street, Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 0EA 
Telephone: 01763 289 472

www.mjwarner.co.uk

Sales
Servicing
Accident repairs
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M J Warner Volkswagen

Your trusted local Volkswagen retailer since 1980
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ACE OF FADES
GENTLEMENS BARBER SHOP

BSRFC PLAYERS & MEMBERS 20%
Discount on all services with
Riley Coyne
London School of Barbering
Qualified 

BEARD TRIM
KIDS CUTS

GENTLEMEN CUTS

SHAVE AND CUT
CUT & SKIN FADE

A FEW OF OUR SERVICES:

& MANY MORE

80 South St, Bishop's
Stortford CM23 3BG

CALL TO BOOK
01279 503079
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KMD Private Wealth Management Ltd.

kmdpwm.co.uk

KMD Private Wealth Management Ltd is authorised  

and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

We help private cl ients  
& business owners  

get  f inancial ly organised

01279 647 663 01223 750100 020 3778 1100

S T A N S T E D C A M B R I D G E L O N D O N

C H A R T E R E D  F I N A N C I A L P L A N N E R S
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Matt first played for Stortford in the club’s first 
season in National One in the 2017/18 season.

Andy Long brought him into the side from the 
Bedford Blues Academy who were looking to 
get Matt regular playing experience. He played 
in the opening home game against Caldy at 
inside centre (Number 12) and scored on his 
debut. He missed a few matches through injury 
at the start of the season and was a regular 
member of the Stortford side at centre which 
finished seventh in the league in the debut 
season in Division One.  

Matt played his school rugby at Oakham 
School in Leicestershire. Oakham won their first 
English Schools Cup back in March this year and 
has a close relationship with Leicester Tigers 
academy. The school has a very impressive 
sports “Hall of Fame” which includes Leicester 
and England rugby players, Lewis Moody, Tom 
Croft, and most recently, Jack van Poortvliet.  
It also includes Sam Costelow (Llanelli and 
Wales), Hamish Watson (Edinburgh and 
Scotland).  Stuart Broad started his cricket 
career there, initially as a batsman!

Matt was a Leicester Academy player, he played 
for England U16’s in 2014. His contemporaries 
in that U16 side included Ben Earl, Nick Isiekwe 
and Tom Curry, as well as another player who 

has played 
centre for 
Stortford, 
Reuben Bird-
Tulloch.

He had a 
contract in 
2016/17 in 
France to 
play for the 
leading French 
club side, 
Montpellier, 
unfortunately 
injury prevented 
him ever playing 

in France before he 
returned to UK.

After the 2017/18 season 
at Stortford, his rugby 
career was again severely blighted by injury. He 
was now studying and playing at Nottingham 
Trent University, playing for Nottingham in the 
championship. Unfortunately, an ACL injury 
curtailed his appearances for Nottingham 
however, he did play against Owen Farrell in 
May 2021 when Nottingham played Saracens in 
the championship. Nobody will be surprised to 
learn, although Saracens were cruising through 
their championship matches, Matt was reported 
in the Daily Telegraph as saying “Owen Farrell 
was more than totally competitive in the 
match”. 

Despite his history of injury problems, when 
Stortford got in touch with him about playing 
again in the 2022/23 season and because he 
had enjoyed the first season at Stortford, he 
agreed to re-join. The main reason he wanted to 
continue playing rugby despite all the injuries, 
was the companionship and camaraderie of 
playing a team sport in the form of rugby, that 
was what he had really enjoyed at his first 
season in 2016/17 at Stortford. This time playing 
at outside half, helped by the physios with a 
tailored training regime, he was able to play 
throughout the season without any serious 
injury.  He was a key member of the side that 
achieved Stortford’s highest ever league finish 
at sixth, one better than his first season in the 
club’s debut Division One season of 2017/18. 

Matt will be going to study at Cambridge 
University, after George Cullen got his Blue 
playing for Oxford, Matt could provide Stortford 
with another Blue by playing for Cambridge in 
the Varsity game. 

Matt is sponsored by Bolt Coaching, Chris 
Bolton not only provides his sponsorship, on 
match days plenty of good service from scrum 
half too.

IN THE SPOTLIGHTT     RICHARD EVANS

Matt Riddington
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THE MINI

Electric.

More torque, more action and more fun than ever before. The MINI Electric delivers the same 
feel-good joy as the Hatch is famous for, with all the excitement and efficiency of being a fully 
electric car.

With every last detail thought about, the MINI Electric offers innovative technology, 
unmatched comfort and practical touches for every journey. 

Once you feel MINI Electric, you won’t want to go back. 

Make the switch today. 
 
Get in touch with Group 1 Stansted MINI to find out more.

Group 1 Stansted MINI
Stansted Road, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire, CM23 2BT
01279 712880

ELECTRIFYING ADVENTURES AWAIT.

MINI ELECTRIC.

THE MINI

Electric.

More torque, more action and more fun than ever before. The MINI Electric delivers the same 
feel-good joy as the Hatch is famous for, with all the excitement and efficiency of being a fully 
electric car.

With every last detail thought about, the MINI Electric offers innovative technology, 
unmatched comfort and practical touches for every journey. 

Once you feel MINI Electric, you won’t want to go back. 

Make the switch today. 
 
Get in touch with Group 1 Stansted MINI to find out more.

Group 1 Stansted MINI
Stansted Road, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire, CM23 2BT
01279 712880

ELECTRIFYING ADVENTURES AWAIT.

MINI ELECTRIC.
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Club Stortford works closely with the 1st XV coaching team to provide funding for expenditure 
beyond the resources of the main club. Head coach Marcus Cattell says “We could not remain as 
competitive as we are in National League Rugby without the help of Club Stortford. The group 
has helped us with everything from match 
analysis equipment, scrum machine repair 
and even funding of players’ medical 
expenses to get them back on the pitch 
sooner. This allows us to develop our entire 
squad, improve our performance and nature 
our homegrown talent.” 

We are always on the hunt for new members 
which help us broaden the extent of our 
support for the squad. Both individual and 
corporate membership options are available, 
and come with exclusive Club Stortford 
jacket and ties, pre-match lunches and other 
perks like access to Six Nations and Autumn 
Internationals tickets. Alongside this, you’ll 
get discounts to local restaurants like Zara.  

Get in touch with our secretary Russell 
Cattell on 07778 101 988 for more 
information or to join.

Did you know  
Club Stortford has raised 
over £430,000 to help 
the 1st XV team over the last ten 
seasons? Now in our 11th season, it’s 
hard to believe we started as a small 
working party to support the squad 
after our promotion to National 
League Rugby in 2013/14. 
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We are proud sponsors of Bishop’s Stortford RFC

Thremhall Park is a classic neo-Georgian building, set in 
a historic parkland. Offering serviced offices, co-working 

spaces, virtual services & meeting rooms.

mantlespace.co.uk

S T A N S T E D
THREMHALL PARK
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A vibrant community...
of residential and commercial tenants 
in a live work heritage complex in the 
heart of Bishop’s Stortford next to the 
train station, a brilliant location for 
office and apartment living.

Commercial spaces to rent from 
small office pods to blue chip client 
spaces.

Stunning loft style apartments with 
on site retail, food and services.

Join our happy community.

www.millarsmaltings.co.uk
01279 658 301  •  07850 887 777
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PROUD SPONSORS OF BISHOP
,
S STORTFORD RUGBY CLUB

01279 757 113     www.connectscaffolding.co.uk

SCAFFOLDING
APPRENTICESHIP

At Connect we believe in developing the potential 

of our people through training and we are 

committed to ensuring that our Scaffolders are 

among the best in the industry.

To find out more about our apprenticeship scheme 

and NVQ Construction Diploma Scaffolding email us 

at recruitment@connectscaffolding.co.uk

• WORK OUTDOORS

• KEEP FIT

• LEARN  
 PRACTICAL SKILLS

• GAIN  
 QUALIFICATIONS

• BE PART OF A 
 GREAT TEAM

SAFER
controlling risks, making 

health and safety our priority

EASIER
sharing ideas for smarter  

working delivering  
innovative solutions

QUICKER
saving time through continual

improvement and good  
communication

BETTER CONNECTED
working as a team to deliver  

great customer service
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www.systemone.co.uk  |  Local Business  |  01279 602700  |  www.boardmans.biz

Proud sponsors of BSRFC

Bounce
Jump Surge
Spring
Pounce...

Propel your business into the New Season!
Find out how we can help reduce costs in your office and make life easier for you and your sta	 
with increased productivity and profit! 
Following our acquisition of Boardmans everything for your o�ce is under one roof!
We are now your One stop shop for all your o�ce needs! 

Get in touch now to find out more...

 

System One Ltd
●  Photocopiers & Printers
●  Follow Me Print Solutions Software
●  Document management Software

Boardmans O�ce Solutions
●  Furniture
●  Stationery, Paper
●  Photocopiers & Printers

01279 602700

Market Leaders

Email: info@systemone.co.uk
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The Oval Club is an autonomous body and 
entirely independent of the Rugby Club’s 
operations. None of the Committee members 
hold a position or appointment in the Rugby 
Club’s infrastructure. The Oval Club does 
not seek to influence decisions of the Rugby 
Club. It responds to requests for financial 
assistance for projects which have been 
approved by the Rugby Club’s Executive 
Committee and which fall within its mission 
statement.

Funds are raised by monthly contributions 
from the Members two thirds of which are set 
aside for Rugby Club projects with the other 
third reserved for social events for Members.

To date The Oval Club has raised over a 
quarter of a million pounds with the Rugby 
Club receiving more than £150,000.

The Oval Club makes contributions to the 
Rugby Club for one off projects which 
are of long term value and not part of on-
going budget requirements. Often these 
contributions have been made to the Club 
to enable it to secure grants from the Rugby 
Football Union and other sources.

So far, major contributions have been made 
towards the cost of:

• Flood lighting the main pitch,
• Floodlighting the back field pitches,
• Pitch repair and maintenance,
• Improvement of the playing surfaces,  
 including the purchase of a verti-drainer,
• Drainage of the back field pitches,
• Rabbit fencing,

• Replacement of goal posts,
• Refurbishing the changing room showers,
• Purchase of physiotherapy equipment,
• Playing equipment and travel costs for all  
 teams,
• Supporting youth and mini through tours, 
 kit and additional playing facilities,
• Junior coaching courses.

On the social side there are annual Members’ 
events. Currently these are:

• A self-supporting golf day at one of the  
 local golf clubs,
• An Annual Dinner and Forum,
• First team home and away lunches.

Through its contributions The Oval Club plays 
a considerable part in helping the Rugby Club 
enhance its playing related facilities for the 
use and benefit of all members of the Club.

Anyone who is interested in joining  
The Oval Club should contact a 
member of the Committee below.
THE OVAL CLUB COMMITTEE:
Robbie Kerr - Chairman
John Robinson - Secretary
John Power - Treasurer
Mark Caulfield
Steven Wasley
Mark Smith
October 2022

The Oval Club was formed in 1998 by some 
Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Football Club 
members who wanted to find a way of raising 
funds to improve the playing facilities of the 
Club with the mission statement:

‘To contribute towards promoting the highest possible standard of 
rugby throughout Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Football Club’

the oval club
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BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Keen to discuss your needs 
Here’s my mobile number 
A drink in the pub 
Just popping in to say hi
We’re not estate agents.
We’re friends.
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E X C E L S I O R  K I T C H E N S

Established in 2000, Excelsior Kitchens are one of the leading fitted kitchen specialists in East Anglia, the 

South and London. With a wide range of materials, colours and styles, we can find a solution for all projects, 

budgets and locations. Our experienced designers can offer expert advice and a professional service.

E X C E L S I O R K I T C H E N S . C O M 
 

3 Takeley Business Centre, Dunmow Road, Takeley, Essex, CM22 6SJ - T 01279 870700
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• Pick-Your-Own* & freshly ready-picked produce:
Strawberries • Gooseberries • Raspberries • Cherries  
Blackberries • Blackcurrants • Sweetcorn • Blueberries  
• Sunflowers • Pumpkins... when in season

• Tea Barn: great coffee and homemade food

• Children’s Play Area

• Footgolf

•  Farm Shop: the best local produce including honey &  
jam from the farm

• Nature Trail

• Maize Maze (August to October)

• Seasonal Events

A great day out for all the family!

Hatfield Broad Oak
CM22 7JT

The highest quality fresh produce  
in beautiful countryside surroundings

Open
 Tu

esd
ay  

to 
Sun

day  

and
 Bank

 Holid
ays

*Pre-book for PYO online at
cammashall.co.uk
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Proud Supporters of
Bishop’s Stortford RFC
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Traffic queues along Stansted Road to the Hockerill lights after

roadworks there, below right, caused gridlock across Bishop’s Stortford

on Monday and Tuesday. The latest despair for motorists came as East

Herts Council considers a capital-style ULEZ for the air pollution hot spot

East Herts
consider ing
ULEZ move

A London-style ULEZ – ultra-lowemission zone – for Bishop’s Stort-
ford’s air pollution hot spot,
Hockerill, is to be considered by East
Herts Council.Exploring the feasibility of roadpricing proposals is part of AirQuality Action Plan measuresincluded in a 90-page document

released at the start of November forsix weeks of public consultation.In London this summer, MayorSadiq Khan controversially extendedhis ULEZ area to cover all 32boroughs, charging drivers of non-
compliant cars £12.50 a day to use theroads.

A similar scheme could beimplemented in East Herts’ three airquality management areas (AQMAs)
– sites where the maximum annual
average level of nitrogen dioxide(NO2) concentration of 40micrograms in each cubic metre of air(µg/m³) has been breached – if

pollution cannot be decreasedsufficiently by other measures.Hockerill is the most likely to beconsidered for a ULEZ. The junctionof Dunmow Road, Hockerill Street,
London Road and Stansted Road wasdeclared an AQMA in February 2007and pollution levels today are littlechanged.

The report describes the situationat the junction as “more complicated”to resolve, likely to require more thanjust a switch away from fossil-fuelledvehicles to bring air pollution belowthe 36µg/m³ threshold for revoking

Sinead Corr
sinead.cor r@stor tfordindie.co.uk

the AQMA. This week, roadworks at
Hockerill caused gridlock across thetown.

London Road and Cambridge Roadin Sawbridgeworth were declared anAQMA in February 2014 andGascoyne Way, Hertford, has been anAQMA since May 2010 – the only areawhere emissions are measured by acontinuous monitoring station.The council says its four keypriorities for East Herts are to reducethe impact of traffic levels andcongestion, mitigate the impact of
future growth, support residents’
active travel choices and reduce theauthority’s impact on air quality.The action plan measures alsosuggest emissions-based charges forEast Herts car parks and parkingpermits will be considered toencourage drivers to switch toelectric vehicles, along with “last miledelivery possibilities” to introduceparcel pick-up and drop-off points andswap diesel delivery vans for electricvehicles or bikes operating fromdepots.

Cllr Tim Hoskin, EHC’s executivemember for environmental
sustainability, said: “The council hasa good track record for tackling airpollution but more still needs tobe done.

“While air pollution will mostlyaffect residents in AQMAs, such asthose in Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordand Sawbridgeworth, this new actionplan is aimed at improving air qualityfor everyone who lives in, works in,
visits or travels through East
Hertfordshire.“Because our direct control islimited, we need the support of our

local communities and every otherorganisation and employer in order tosuccessfully improve air quality andreduce exposure to air pollution.“With your help, I am hopeful that
the interventions and initiativesoutlined within this action plan will
reduce the impact of air pollution onthe health of our local communities.”Cllr Hoskin said the six-weekconsultation period was “critical” tothe success of the action plan, but thecouncil did not publicise its launch foralmost a week – until prompted bythe Indie.
The authority has also invitedcomments, in the busy run-up toChristmas, in advance of theadoption of its new “listeningcouncil” strategy.

page
24

Cllr Chris Wilson, EHC’s executivemember for resident engagement,
addressed those concerns: “Theconsultation information appearedon the council’s website the day that it

was published, specifically on the airquality and consultation andengagement pages.“Additionally, we are sharing it
widely with partners, stakeholders,
resident groups and fellowcouncillors from across the district.“There was a slight delay in issuingthe press release and for this weapologise. If anyone feels they needmore time to review and respond tothe consultation, we encourage themto get in touch. Regarding the timingof the consultation, we understandresidents’ eagerness to see us move

forward with projects that benefit thedistrict.
“As we have numerousconsultations to conduct, taking intoaccount holiday periods such asChristmas and summer, we have alimited window.“While our newly proposedconsultation principles are currentlyundergoing their own consultationand approval process, we remaincommitted to delivering on ourpromise of improving resident

engagement. In the meantime, we areworking to ensure that anyconsultations held are in line with theprinciples we’ve laid out.”Water firm set up traffic chaos roadworks without permission – page 3
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Plans to transform Sworder’s Field

into an open-air cinema hang in the

balance after an angry resident

claimed the park was being turned into

“Wembley Stadium”.
Members of East Herts Council’s

licensing sub-committee are meeting

behind closed doors at 2pm today

(Wednesday) to decide if performances

of Disney sing-along favourite Frozen

and Freddie Mercury biopicBohemian

Rhapsody can go ahead on Saturday

(August 31).The screenings by Sunset Cinema

are set to start with the children’s

Cinema tobite thedust?

Open-air screenings of Bohemian Rhapsody and Frozen are under

pressure after neighbour complains about Sunset Cinema event

Sinead Corrsinead.corr@stortfordindie.co.uk

Being Mr World IS rocket science for Stortford-raised Jack

Former Bishop’s Stortford schoolboy Jack Heslewood celebrates being crowned Mr World with his fellow contestants in the Philippines – full story page 3

animation from 3pm, followed by the

Queen film from 8.30pm.
Such public presentations require a

premises licence, as does the provision

of late-night refreshment. The

application, if confirmed, would be

subject to a limit of three events a year

between June and September and with

a maximum of 1,500 film fans.

The screening of the musical movies

is the last straw for one resident,whose

complaints have triggered today’s

examination. The anonymous

neighbour lives at King’s Court “about

100m away” from the field.
In a written submission, the

householder complains: “My home

life here has been ruined by the field

being turned from a quiet park into a

concert and events venue.”
They list “fairground visits”, May’s

Bish Bash music festival, the town

carnival in June, July’s Grove Cottage

food and drink festival and Sunday

morning exercise classes as the source

of “boom boom amplified music” or

public address announcements.

The neighbour says: “I know the

town council are raising revenue and

that’s what it is all about, but it’s a

park, notWembleyStadium.Every few

weekends and some weekdays, I have

to shut all my windows in warm

weather or leave the house.
“An open air cinema less than 200

yards from homes, including elderly

people’s sheltered accommodation,

and the associated noise of people

coming and going and using the

cinema just seems totally unfair, and I

can’t believe this is considered an

appropriate location for yet more

‘licensed activities’.”
They insist they have been driven

from their home by the disruption and

say: “How is this fair? Of course I

expect people walking their dogs,

playing football on Sunday mornings

etc, it’s a park and it’s actually quite

nice and natural, but all these music

and Tannoy events are totally ruining

my use of my home. Please don’t grant

this licence.”Sunset Cinema has been telling

moviegoers to take their own picnics

and seating, and that the screenings

will proceed regardless of the weather.
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New Bishop’s Stortford scrum-half Jake Spivey
with minis Oscar Graney, left, and Arthur Longman
at the club’s pre-season photocall
Picture: Andy Todd
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ing an

d viol
ent in

cident
which
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ed at t

he fair
on Fri

day ev
ening.
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work t
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“We c
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carers
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studen
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t we a
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taking
this in

cident
seriou
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Plans to transform Sworder’s Field

into an open-air cinema hang in the

balance after an angry resident

claimed the park was being turned into

“Wembley Stadium”.
Members of East Herts Council’s

licensing sub-committee are meeting

behind closed doors at 2pm today

(Wednesday) to decide if performances

of Disney sing-along favourite Frozen

and Freddie Mercury biopicBohemian

Rhapsody can go ahead on Saturday

(August 31).The screenings by Sunset Cinema

are set to start with the children’s

Cinema tobite thedust?

Open-air screenings of Bohemian Rhapsody and Frozen are under

pressure after neighbour complains about Sunset Cinema event

Sinead Corrsinead.corr@stortfordindie.co.uk

Being Mr World IS rocket science for Stortford-raised Jack

Former Bishop’s Stortford schoolboy Jack Heslewood celebrates being crowned Mr World with his fellow contestants in the Philippines – full story page 3

animation from 3pm, followed by the

Queen film from 8.30pm.
Such public presentations require a

premises licence, as does the provision

of late-night refreshment. The

application, if confirmed, would be

subject to a limit of three events a year

between June and September and with

a maximum of 1,500 film fans.

The screening of the musical movies

is the last straw for one resident,whose

complaints have triggered today’s

examination. The anonymous

neighbour lives at King’s Court “about

100m away” from the field.
In a written submission, the

householder complains: “My home

life here has been ruined by the field

being turned from a quiet park into a

concert and events venue.”
They list “fairground visits”, May’s

Bish Bash music festival, the town

carnival in June, July’s Grove Cottage

food and drink festival and Sunday

morning exercise classes as the source

of “boom boom amplified music” or

public address announcements.

The neighbour says: “I know the

town council are raising revenue and

that’s what it is all about, but it’s a

park, notWembleyStadium.Every few

weekends and some weekdays, I have

to shut all my windows in warm

weather or leave the house.
“An open air cinema less than 200

yards from homes, including elderly

people’s sheltered accommodation,

and the associated noise of people

coming and going and using the

cinema just seems totally unfair, and I

can’t believe this is considered an

appropriate location for yet more

‘licensed activities’.”
They insist they have been driven

from their home by the disruption and

say: “How is this fair? Of course I

expect people walking their dogs,

playing football on Sunday mornings

etc, it’s a park and it’s actually quite

nice and natural, but all these music

and Tannoy events are totally ruining

my use of my home. Please don’t grant

this licence.”Sunset Cinema has been telling

moviegoers to take their own picnics

and seating, and that the screenings

will proceed regardless of the weather.
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New Bishop’s Stortford scrum-half Jake Spivey
with minis Oscar Graney, left, and Arthur Longman
at the club’s pre-season photocall
Picture: Andy Todd
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Traffic queues along Stansted Road to the Hockerill lights after
roadworks there, below right, caused gridlock across Bishop’s Stortford
on Monday and Tuesday. The latest despair for motorists came as East
Herts Council considers a capital-style ULEZ for the air pollution hot spot

East Herts
consider ing
ULEZ move

A London-style ULEZ – ultra-lowemission zone – for Bishop’s Stort-ford’s air pollution hot spot,Hockerill, is to be considered by EastHerts Council.
Exploring the feasibility of roadpricing proposals is part of AirQuality Action Plan measuresincluded in a 90-page documentreleased at the start of November forsix weeks of public consultation.In London this summer, MayorSadiq Khan controversially extendedhis ULEZ area to cover all 32boroughs, charging drivers of non-compliant cars £12.50 a day to use theroads.

A similar scheme could beimplemented in East Herts’ three airquality management areas (AQMAs)– sites where the maximum annualaverage level of nitrogen dioxide(NO2) concentration of 40micrograms in each cubic metre of air(µg/m³) has been breached – ifpollution cannot be decreasedsufficiently by other measures.Hockerill is the most likely to beconsidered for a ULEZ. The junctionof Dunmow Road, Hockerill Street,London Road and Stansted Road wasdeclared an AQMA in February 2007and pollution levels today are littlechanged.
The report describes the situationat the junction as “more complicated”to resolve, likely to require more thanjust a switch away from fossil-fuelledvehicles to bring air pollution belowthe 36µg/m³ threshold for revoking

Sinead Corr
sinead.cor r@stor tfordindie.co.uk

the AQMA. This week, roadworks atHockerill caused gridlock across thetown.
London Road and Cambridge Roadin Sawbridgeworth were declared anAQMA in February 2014 andGascoyne Way, Hertford, has been anAQMA since May 2010 – the only areawhere emissions are measured by acontinuous monitoring station.The council says its four keypriorities for East Herts are to reducethe impact of traffic levels andcongestion, mitigate the impact offuture growth, support residents’active travel choices and reduce theauthority’s impact on air quality.The action plan measures alsosuggest emissions-based charges forEast Herts car parks and parkingpermits will be considered toencourage drivers to switch toelectric vehicles, along with “last miledelivery possibilities” to introduceparcel pick-up and drop-off points andswap diesel delivery vans for electricvehicles or bikes operating fromdepots.

Cllr Tim Hoskin, EHC’s executivemember for environmentalsustainability, said: “The council hasa good track record for tackling airpollution but more still needs tobe done.
“While air pollution will mostlyaffect residents in AQMAs, such asthose in Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordand Sawbridgeworth, this new actionplan is aimed at improving air qualityfor everyone who lives in, works in,visits or travels through EastHertfordshire.

“Because our direct control islimited, we need the support of our

local communities and every otherorganisation and employer in order tosuccessfully improve air quality andreduce exposure to air pollution.“With your help, I am hopeful thatthe interventions and initiativesoutlined within this action plan willreduce the impact of air pollution onthe health of our local communities.”Cllr Hoskin said the six-weekconsultation period was “critical” tothe success of the action plan, but thecouncil did not publicise its launch foralmost a week – until prompted bythe Indie.
The authority has also invitedcomments, in the busy run-up toChristmas, in advance of theadoption of its new “listeningcouncil” strategy.

page
24

Cllr Chris Wilson, EHC’s executivemember for resident engagement,addressed those concerns: “Theconsultation information appearedon the council’s website the day that itwas published, specifically on the airquality and consultation andengagement pages.
“Additionally, we are sharing itwidely with partners, stakeholders,resident groups and fellowcouncillors from across the district.“There was a slight delay in issuingthe press release and for this weapologise. If anyone feels they needmore time to review and respond tothe consultation, we encourage themto get in touch. Regarding the timingof the consultation, we understandresidents’ eagerness to see us move

forward with projects that benefit thedistrict.
“As we have numerousconsultations to conduct, taking intoaccount holiday periods such asChristmas and summer, we have alimited window.

“While our newly proposedconsultation principles are currentlyundergoing their own consultationand approval process, we remaincommitted to delivering on ourpromise of improving residentengagement. In the meantime, we areworking to ensure that anyconsultations held are in line with theprinciples we’ve laid out.”Water firm set up traffic chaos roadworks without permission – page 3
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Silent Auction
Armistice Day 1st XV  
Playing Shirts v Taunton 11/11/2023

To bid for your shirt please email Club Secretary  
by 7th November: secretary@bsrfc.co.uk  
with the following details:-
 

BID AMOUNT
SHIRT NUMBER (if a preference)
CONTACT MOBILE NUMBER

Bidding closes at 2.30pm 11th November 
(last bids taken at the lunch)
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Proud sponsors of 
Bishop’s Stortford RFC 

forwardcf.co.uk 
T: 01279 215559   E: hello@forwardcf.co.uk

Thremhall Park, Start Hill, Bishop’s Stortford CM22 7WE

Helping you complete

Business 
acquisitions

Management 
buy outs

Business 
sales

Independent corporate finance, 
consulting and private equity services 

for East Anglia and the South East.
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It is obviously right that the British and 
Commonwealth lives that were sacrificed in 
such large numbers in both WW1 and WW2 
should continue to be remembered by the 
living. This is especially true now the last of 
the generation that fought in WW2 are sadly 
disappearing like the WW1 veterans. The first 
Armistice Day was on 11th November 1919 
after the end of WW1 which had officially 
ended at the 11th hour, on the eleventh day 
and the eleventh month of 1918. Over the 
years the fallen of WW2 were added and 
the ceremony itself has now combined 
remembering the people who died in the 
two World Wars with an appreciation of 
the people who now serve in the present 
military and the relatives who have lost family 
members in the hostilities. It is recognised by 
the public, despite the emphasis on adventure 
in the armed forces recruitment TV adverts, 
joining the military today still means that part 
of signing up could result in putting your life 
on the line “for King and Country”.

Last season, in early November, all Stortford 
away supporters who’d travelled to Taunton 
came away with a very positive impression 
of what Taunton Rugby Club had done for 
Armistice Day. This admiration generated 
a resolution that our Club should also do 
something similar this season for future fixtures 
around the time of Armistice Day. There has 
always been a close connection between sport 
and military service, especially in rugby where 
the ethos of a team sport and the traditions of 
the game are present in both endeavours.

Stortford are also 
very fortunate to have 
their own well known 
“military man” at 
the Club, in the form 
of John B Robinson 
AFC and bar (the bar 
indicates multiple 
awards). The AFC is 
the Air Force Cross 

Medal and is awarded for an act or acts of 
exemplary gallantry while flying, though not in 
active operations against the enemy. John has 

always been referred to 
as “JBR” at the Club, for 
this match program for 
our home fixture with 
Taunton the “Around the 
Club” article will feature Armistice Day and our 
own JBR.

It would be an enormous understatement to 
say JBR has had a remarkable military career, 
you only have to read his autobiographical 
book, “Life of Flying” to gain an appreciation of 
how remarkable. The book has a foreword by 
an Air Marshall, one Sir Ian Macfadyen KCVO 
CB OBE.

The Air Marshal writes the following:

“This book tells the tale of a fascinating and 
varied flying career, both in the Royal Air 
Force and in the civilian world, of a man who 
had a reputation for excellence and getting 
things done. Idle moments are not for JBR. 
Few qualify for the coveted A1 standard of the 
RAF’s Central Flying School, very few have 
experienced nuclear and thermonuclear test 
explosions at first hand, even fewer have led 
two formation aerobatic teams and earned 
two Air Force Crosses. Only two people, one 
of which being the author, have been closely 
involved with the training for and granting of 
“Wings” to the Prince of Wales (now of course 

Armistice Day
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around the club    RICHARD EVANS

King Charles III). JBR’s RAF flying career alone 
therefore stands out from others, but it has 
been so much more than that”.

The RAF and its pilots have always been 
regarded as dashing and glamorous but behind 
this image and the impression of effortless 
flying ability are dedication, diligence and 
a tremendous amount of hard work. JBR is 
the epitome of this impression and Bishops’ 
Stortford Rugby Club are privileged to have 
JBR as a member. He has never played the 
game himself, but after his son joined the 
Club’s Colts, he has ably served the Club in 
several key roles since 1979. At present he is 
Secretary of the Oval Club and the driving 
force behind their functions. (On a personal 
note, I have not worn a tie since retiring in 
2009, I have no qualms in following JBR’s 
instruction on wearing my Oval Club tie to 
ensure recognition for the free beer at Club 
functions). 

It used to be said “join the navy and see the 
world” but if you follow JBR’s flying career it 
should read “join the air force and become a 
pilot to see the world”. However, when you 
talk with JBR there is no boasting or name 
dropping, just the impression that JBR has had 
a very interesting, varied, active, hardworking 
life and that he is very capable and extremely 
conscientious.

Armistice Day is about recognition and 
gratitude on at least one day by the British 
public for those who have carried out 
military service for the country. The AFC 
medal citation mentions gallantry “not in 
active operations against the enemy” but 
JBR has flown in peace time through British 

nuclear bomb test radioactive dust clouds 
which is an extremely dangerous activity 
and is alone well worthy of Armistice Day 
recognition.
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01992 443 113
adlskips.co.uk

Domestic and Trade, Skips  
& Container Hire
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Behind the scenes
with the 1st XV...

SPONSORED BY

As part of the Club’s ethos 
‘to be a strong and successful 
rugby club united from Senior 
to Minis’, trusted and valued 
by our community BSRFC 
Head Coach Marcus Cattell 
along with Club captain 
James Ayrton and the rest of 
the 1st XV Squad, provide an 
insight for our Mini and Junior 
Members into what goes on 
behind the scenes as the 
players prepare for a National 
League 1 Match. 

M
ATCH DAY EXPERIENCE

The day kicks off with a Q&A 
in the 1st XV changing room, 
followed by training, games 
and warm-up sessions with 
the minis coaches and injured 
players. They then form the 
“Players Tunnel” alongside 
the “Blazers” to welcome 
both the opposition and the 
1st XV onto the pitch before 
the game. Their experience 
culminates with Post Match 
Photos alongside the Players.
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ADVERT - WESTBURY

01245 326510
westburyjoinery.com

Windows, Doors & Roof Lanterns
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