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From
 the President     LEN LINDOP

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome 
Richmond and all our supporters to Silver 
Leys this afternoon for our first home match 
of 2024. I hope you all enjoyed the festive 
season and managed to stay healthy! It is 
understood,  that as we begin the second half 
of the season, we are looking for an uplift in 
our performances and of course our results. 
Last week in Plymouth whilst losing we were 
very unfortunate not to get any points from 
the game and it was good to see our approach 
with the ball going through the hands more 
and our three tries coming from the wingers. 
If this approach continues, we will ensure we 
see an improvement in our results. It promises 
to be a very entertaining game especially as 
we shared 90 points in our previous game. 
Unfortunately, Richmond scored 50 points to 
our 40.  

Guests at the President's table this week 
see Adam Akhurst speaking to you all. Ada,  
coaching and supporting his son in the Mini 
and Youth teams. He was an instigator in 
starting our successful Touch  Group a few 
years ag and has been around the club for 
some time he is also coordinating our Vice 
Presidents. We are delighted to have Dave 
Doherty at the club. Dave whilst running 
Charterhouse was a great benefactor to the 
club and a few years ago was selected by 
the RFU  at their Annual Awards Ceremony 
as the ‘Sponsor of the Year’. No mean feat as 
the other candidates included Bath’s main 
sponsor, Dyson. Dave has taken a back seat 
in running the Company but has continued to 
support the club on a personal basis and make 
very generous donations to the club. Other 
guests at the president's table are Dave McFie 
who is the main coach of our successful Colts 
team and is the source of many of our Blues 
and Chindits players in recent years. It is a 
reliable source of players for our Senior teams. 
The most recent former Colt to play in the 
club's 1st XV was Murray Davidson who made 
his debut last week at Plymouth.  

We also welcome  Carly Poyser who was 
instrumental in getting our women's teams off 
the ground. We had several attempts to get 
them started but we had no success until Carly 
became involved. Whilst we have good years 

and other less successful 
years it is good to see 
them blossoming now. 
An excellent credit for 
Carly’s organisational 
skills. 

Our Man of the Match award sponsor this 
week will be presented by  Mark Burton 
and Hannah Stoner of MCB Finance. Other 
sponsors hosting tables this week include 
Three Willows/Ace of Lanes (Dave and Brian), 
Price Bailey (Simon), Weldon Beasley (Hugo), 
HD Print (Ed), GR8 Tool Hire (Josh), and 
Recruitability (Wendy and Lucy). We also 
welcome the Oval Club who have reserved 
several tables this week. 

Please note that Tom Banks is running the 
London Marathon for Brain Research UK. 
Tom’s last head injury/concussion was against 
Rosslyn Park on October 22 resulting in him 
having to retire from rugby. If you wish to 
sponsor Tom, you can scan the QR CODE 
below.  We also welcome Richard and Rhona 
Norden who will be on the Colonels table.  

To remind you all, our current Colts team 
has successfully won all their National Cup 
matches and will meet Rosslyn Park at home 
on 12th February in the last eight of the 
Competition. We hope that all can come up 
and support them in their attempts to emulate 
our previous success in this competition.
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AT GROUP 1 STANSTED BMW.

Introducing the first-ever all-electric BMW i5. Built for those who inspire. Featuring a modern, 
progressive design, intuitive technology that connects every journey - including the Curved Display, 
keeping you connected through touch, voice or gesture control. Experience statement BMW driving 
dynamics, convenient charging solutions and an impressive range of up to 357 miles*. 

Discover the joy of moving forward.

Visit our website or scan the QR Code to learn more.

Group 1 Stansted BMW  
Stansted Rd, Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2BT 
01279 712800

THE NEW BMW I5.

*WLTP. Range figure was obtained after the battery had been fully charged. Shown for comparability purposes. May not reflect real-life driving results.
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Happy New Year to all our wonderful sponsors, 
supporters, players and club members. It's 
great to be back at home for the first time in 
over a month since the disappointing result vs 
Blackheath. A much needed break over Christmas 
has allowed us to take some time away from 
the club, review where we are at and reset for a 
massive second half of the season.

I'm not going to lie, we're not where we wanted 
to be at this point in the season, but we all know 
there's a lot of rugby still to play. It's a place we 
have been in before and we know what it takes to 
get us further up the league table.

Rest assured we are working extremely hard as a 
group and will continue to do so to get us back to 
playing the winning rugby we all want to see.

Today we welcome Richmond to Silver Leys, 
a team who have quality and experience 
throughout. We played out a high scoring 40-50 
loss in the first meeting between the sides, and 
we know the challenge they will present. You

may see a few familiar faces back in the match 
day squad today, moral is high within the squad, 
and we can't wait to put in a performance you will 
all be proud of.

Elsewhere the Blues 
continue their excellent 
league form with a 
tremendous away win at 
Ampthill last week, they 
too face Richmond in 
the shape of their 'Saxons' which is their 3rdXV. 
Having a competitive 2ndXV only pushes the

players to perform better each week, and that 
lads who perform well for the Blues will be 
rewarded.

Thanks again for your continued support and 
getting behind the lads on a Saturday. A special 
mention to Stortford faithful who made the trip 
down to Plymouth last week, we could hear your 
support throughout the game. A couple of big 
moments in the game ultimately went the way of 
Plymouth and with that the game, but promising 
signs, which we need to build on for this week.

Catch you after the game for a well earned beer 
or two!

Come on you Bishop's.

Marcus

From
 HEAD COACH     M

ARCUS CATTELL

the coaching staff
Below, left to right: Cameron Boon, Konrad McKenzie, Ian Simpson, Darren Orbart.

Below, left to right: Manu Vunipola, Rob Faiers, Ryan Clarke, Jon Skelton.
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A LOCAL COMPANY WITH INTERNATIONAL REACH, SUPPORTING 

BISHOP’S STORTFORD RFC

Industrial Network Cables

Our cables operate in some of the toughest environments within the 
industry worldwide.
We design and manufacture cables to the highest performance levels 
with third party verification, we are specified for use on the world’s 
largest industrial projects.
No secret: Experience, common sense, plain speaking,
technical knowhow and the will to deliver.

www.belcom.co.uk
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ALEX GILHAM
SPONSORED BY

Advanced Demolition
www.advancedemolition.co.uk

BEN HARRISON
SPONSORED BY

Steel Builders
www.steelbuilders.co.uk

CAMERON MEECHAN
SPONSORED BY

MM Property Services
www.mmspuk

ALEX RAYMENT
SPONSORED BY

Bit Solutions
www.bitsolutions.net

BEN HARRISON-PRICE
SPONSORED BY

Direct Moves
www.direct-moves.co.uk 

AUSTIN POPE
SPONSORED BY

Wickman Group
www.wickman-group.com 

ARCHIE TANCOCK
SPONSORED BY

Bishop’s Stortford Judo Club
www.bishopsstortfordjudo.com

BENJI FURRER
SPONSORED BY

Palmer & Martin
www.palmerandmartin.co.uk 

CHRIS BOLTON
SPONSORED BY

GRS Group
Aggregates • Building Products

Recycling • Construction Services

BAILEY ALBERT
SPONSORED BY

Forefront Signs
www.forefrontsigns.co.uk

CALLUM COYNE
SPONSORED BY

Cottrill & Co Ltd
www.cottandco.com/en/

BRAD COMBER
SPONSORED BY

PRH Engineering
www.prhengineering.co.uk



CONNOR LLOYD
SPONSORED BY

HD Print
www.hdprint.co.uk

FINN QUINN
SPONSORED BY

Princeps Electronics
www.princeps.co.uk

HARRY CHARTER
SPONSORED BY

Mantle Space Ltd
www.mantlespace.co.uk

DAN COLE
SPONSORED BY

Pro84 Construction Ltd
www.facebook.com/ 
pro84construction 

FRAIZER KIFF
SPONSORED BY

Hilton Coachworks
www.hiltonaccidentrepair.co.uk  

HARRY CLENSHAW
SPONSORED BY

Mr Barbers
 mrbarbers.co.uk

DAN POWELL
SPONSORED BY

R C Boreham
www.rcboreham.co.uk 

GABRIEL SERIKI
SPONSORED BY

CrossFit Huntsman
www.crossfithuntsman.com 

HENRY PECK
SPONSORED BY

Westbury Garden  
Rooms Ltd

www.westburygardenrooms.com

HARRISON LANGWORTHY
SPONSORED BY

Coleman's Farm

Colemans
FARMERS & CONTRACTORS

Background colour just to show white Colemans, it is not to print

CHRIS SMITH
SPONSORED BY

Forward  
Corporate Finance
www.forwardcf.co.uk 

GEORGE BOWEN
SPONSORED BY

R Lane Tiling
www.r.lanetiling
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JACK HUSSEY
SPONSORED BY

Sheild Batteries
www.shieldbatteries.co.uk

JAMIE HOYES
SPONSORED BY

Excelsior Kitchens
 www.excelsiorkitchens.com

JOSH STANNARD
SPONSORED BY

Menor Ltd
www.menor.co.uk

JAKE MORRIS
SPONSORED BY

Greys of Ely
www.greysofely.co.uk

JAQ BELTON
SPONSORED BY

System One
www.systemone.co.uk

KAI PHILLIPS
SPONSORED BY

Quantus Gallery
www.quantusgallery.com 

JAMES AYRTON
SPONSORED BY

Radleys
www.radleys.com

JOE RADLEY
SPONSORED BY

Radley Yeldar
www.RY.com

LUKE BERRY
SPONSORED BY

Circadian FX
www.circadianfx.com

JAMIE GAGE
SPONSORED BY

Connect Scaffolding
www.connectscaffolding.co.uk

LIAM LORD
SPONSOR

Hammond Developments
www.hammonddevelopments.com

JACK BIARD
SPONSORED BY

Russell Property
www.russellpp.co.uk
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MATT MAHONEY
SPONSORED BY

Nockolds Solicitors
www.nockolds.co.uk

OLLIE JONES
SPONSORED BY

Smart Merchants Ltd
www.smartmerchants.co.uk

TOBY HILL
SPONSORED BY

Bit Solutions
www.bitsolutions.net

MATT RAMZAN
SPONSORED BY

Hanbury Wealth
www.hanburywealth.co.uk

REECE LANE
SPONSORED BY

Anglia Improvements 
Limited

www.angliaimprovements.co.uk 

TOBY TIERNEY
SPONSORED BY

Jon Skelton
 www.jonskelton.co.uk

MATT RIDDINGTON
SPONSORED BY

Bolt Coaching
www.www.instagram.com/ 

boltcoaching 

RYAN COX
SPONSORED BY

Nockolds Solicitors
www.nockolds.co.uk

RYAN JACKSON
SPONSORED BY

Tangi-Flow
www.tangi-flow.com

NICK HANKIN
SPONSORED BY

Tees
www.teeslaw.com 

TAIN RICHARDS
SPONSORED BY

Mulberry Homes
www.mulberryhomes.co.uk

MASON NICHOLLS
SPONSORED BY

Winged Boots
www.wingedboots.co.uk 
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VINCE YOUNG
SPONSORED BY

John Skelton
 www.jonskelton.co.uk

WILL ROGERS
SPONSORED BY

Sofa Design
www.thesofadesignstudio.co.uk

TOM WALKER
SPONSORED BY

R W Pearman & Son

Contact: Julie North
Email: sponsorship@bsrfc.co.uk

To become a BSRFC 
sponsor or for more 
information...

TOM CHARTER
SPONSORED BY

Price Bailey
www.pricebailey.co.uk
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01245 326500
westburygardenrooms.com
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Proud sponsors of BSRFC

www.recruitability.co.uk

Tel: 01279 758 855

We are pleased 
to be different!
Effective, 
personalised, 
& professional 
recruitment 
since 2008.
Give us a try!
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The Modern Face 
of Independent 

Education

Come and fi nd out what 
that feels like.

Co-Educational Day and Boarding 4 to 18 Years

bishopsstortfordcollege.org

 /bishopsstortfordcollege /thebishopsstortfordcollege  /BSCollege
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BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Next-door neighbour 
Local dog walker
Mum on the school run
Rugby team member
We’re not estate agents.
We’re locals.
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TOUCH RUGBY     GAZ TRACEY

Touch Rugby

“I am so tired! But, that was so much fun.” 
We had just finished our weekly training 
session and were making our way across 
the field towards to the clubhouse. “I’ve not 
played rugby in so many years and thought 
my chance had gone forever.” Came another 
voice who joined our conversation. “I’d never 
played before but discovered that rugby is 
a sport I should have got involved in much 
earlier in my life.”  

Writing in a rugby club programme; none of 
this, or the feelings of those expressing them 
come as much of a surprise. For many of us 
they represent something of what makes 
rugby so good. They are the foundation of 
what makes any rugby club successful. A 
platform that brings different, and disparate, 
sections of the community together focused 
on rugby. A foundation that allows us to invest 
in the values that rugby of all forms, and at all 
levels, holds dear. 

What may be surprising is that this was 
following a non (well, in truth, minimal) 
contact session of touch rugby. The people 
involved in the conversation were 2 women 
(one brand new to rugby, and an ex-county 
player) and 2 men (one an England touch 

international, and the 
other someone who had 
injury limit any further 
participation in contact 
rugby). They were discovering together that 
their participation in playing rugby had not 
come to an end. 

As a club we have had a Touch Rugby section 
for approaching a decade. We play every 
Wednesday night throughout the year (not 
just the contact rugby season). Touch Rugby is 
minimal contact (a touch is all that is allowed), 
mixed ability (we have people who have 
never picked up a rugby ball and people who 
represented England), mixed gender and open 
to all.  

For those of you who have decided more 
exercise needs to part of you New Year regime, 
why not give it a go. We promise a warm 
welcome, a place to exercise and the chance to 
take part in the sport you already love. 

If you want more details drop me a line on 
07880 928644 or through my club email 
address, touchchair@bsrfc.com  

Gaz Tracey 
Touch Section Chair
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INVESTMENT PLANNING  |  RETIREMENT PLANNING  |  PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY

Hanbury Wealth is a trading style of Hanbury Wealth Management Ltd. Which is authorised and regulated by the Finance Conduct Authority FCA number 757991.

Looking after  
your wealth as we  
would our own

Simply put, our holistic 

approach to financial planning 

allows you freedom.  

The freedom to live your life,  

your way, with confidence  

and purpose.

BISHOP’S STORTFORD
01279 466 706 

NORWICH
01603 628 686

clientservices@hanburywealth.co.uk
� HanburyWealth 
hanburywealth.co.uk

Independent & award-winning
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Richmond FC is the second oldest rugby 
club in the world having been formed in 
1861 and like Blackheath was a founder 
member of the Rugby Football Union. 
Bishops’ Stortford now has Division One 
league fixtures with both Blackheath and 
Richmond and can therefore by playing 
these sides consider themselves to be in 
very distinguished company in the league. 
Stortford can also consider their progress 
through the RFU league structure and the 
migration from the amateur game to the 
professional game as especially serene 
compared to Richmond’s adventures. 

Richmond started their league career in 
Courage League Division Two in the 1987-
88 season and after moving up and down 
between Division Two and Division Three 
it was with the advent of professional 
rugby in 1995 and Ashley Levett financing 
the club that led to their promotion to the 
English Premiership in 1997. The interest 
for Stortford at this time was the big 
money signing by Richmond of 
local boy Ben Clarke from Bath. 
Richmond’s time in the Premiership 
ended dramatically by going into 
Administration for the 1999-2000 
season and then reforming as an 
amateur club at the bottom of 
the league structure. They then 
progressed from Herts/Middlesex 1 to 
London 2 South in four seasons from 
2000-01 to 2003-04.  

Stortford played Richmond home 
and away in London 1 in the 2006-
07 and 2007-08 seasons and lost all 
four games by considerable margins. 
We did not play them again until the 
home and away fixtures in the Covid 
truncated season of 2019-20 after 
our promotion to National One in 
2017 and Richmond’s relegation to 
that league from the Championship 
in 2018-19. Stortford were 
convincingly beaten at Richmond in 
January 2020 but had finally been 
able to give them a game in October 

2019 when we lost 
narrowly at Silver Leys 
17-18 even if the game 
was not quite as close 
as this score would 
suggest. Richmond 
were promoted in the 2019-20 truncated 
season back to the Championship but of 
course there was no league rugby played in 
2020-21 and they were relegated again from 
the Championship to Division One in 2022-
23 to renew our playing acquaintance with 
them this season.  

Recently our Blues have been a little more 
successful against the two Richmond 
reserve sides - the Saxons and the Vikings. 
It is always enjoyable to visit the Athletic 
Ground in Richmond and there always 
appears to be a continuous stream of 
passenger jets overhead to watch on 
their way to land at Heathrow to distract 
Stortford supporters if the match gets too 
one sided!   

Mark Bright
(Captain)

TODAY ,S OPPOSITION     RICHM
OND FC



20

EXCLUSIVE NEW HOMES  
COMING TO ESSEX, 
HERTFORDSHIRE,  

KENT AND SUFFOLK

mulberryhomes.co.uk

For all future site & land acquisitions, please contact Will Almond
will.almond@mulberryhomes.co.uk or 07535 697854

Quintessential Advert (A5) (Rugby Sponsorship) Final Draft 2.indd   1Quintessential Advert (A5) (Rugby Sponsorship) Final Draft 2.indd   1 19/08/2022   15:1319/08/2022   15:13
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We all need legal advice at some stage in our lives, whether that is for our 
business, ourselves or families. Nockolds has dedicated legal experts who focus 
on providing advice for you and your business.

Visit us
www.nockolds.co.uk

Talk to us
0345 646 0406

P RO U D  S P O N S O RS  O F

Bishop’s Stortford Rugby 
Football Club
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www.grswegobeyond.co.uk  /  0845 223 0444

PROUD SPONSORS OF BISHOP’S 
STORTFORD RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

We handle more than 20 million tonnes of 
materials each year, sourcing the most suitable 
products and making optimum use of road, rail 
and river freight to deliver them as sustainably 
as possible to well-known builders merchants 
and construction companies.

We’re also a leading provider of waste 
management services, offering total solutions 
for removal, recycling and reuse of construction 
and excavation wastes.  And we’ve grown to 

become a major supplier of industrial by-
products as low carbon secondary aggregates 
(pictured). 

That’s one of the many reasons why GRS has 
ranked among the fastest growing British firms 
in the Sunday Times Top Track 250 four years 
running. 

GRS is Britain’s independent supplier of construction  
materials – from wholesale bagged landscaping products to 
high-volume bulk aggregates for major infrastructure.
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Match Report:  
BSRFC Women v Tabard Women
Returning refreshed from the Christmas 
break, Bishop’s Stortford Women suffered a 
disappointing loss during their first game of 
2024, losing 15-31 to visitors, Tabard, at home. 

It was a tough first half for the ladies in blue 
which saw them 0-17 down at half-time, but the 
successful recruitment drive over the summer 
and a slew of burgeoning talent enabled them 
to keep the pace and pressure up during the 
second half to secure three tries before the final 
whistle.

With Jasmin Bice benched due to injury, Yasmin 
Knott stepped out onto the pitch as Captain, 
and Harriet Creasy, having had a successful 
first half of the season playing for both BSRFC 
women and for Essex County U18s, made her 
debut as Vice-Captain.

A starting line-up of 14 players for Tabard 
dictated that BSRFC also drop a woman for 
fairness, and Tabard secured a swift first try 
followed by a conversion moments after the 
starting whistle was blown. This set the tone 
for the first half of the match with Stortford 
struggling to find their space and push through 
the defensive line. 

A mid-half penalty awarded to the home 
team enabled number 8, Eva Rakudic, to 
drive through the field and make the ground 
that Stortford had been desperately trying to 
find; however, despite their best efforts at the 
try-line, they were unable to secure the points 
they were looking for. With the half time whistle 

looming, and after a 
fraught first half, Tabard 
secured two tries in quick 
succession taking the score to 0-17.

Having sustained a number of injuries during 
the first half, Stortford returned to the pitch 
undeterred, and Charlotte Wheeler delivered 
the first try for the home side with a perfectly 
executed pick-and-go from the back of the 
scrum, making the score 5-17. 

Buoyed by the taste of success, and with 
Tabard flagging due to lack of subs, the team 
continued to demonstrate their grit and 
determination, and Rhiannon Doherty, on her 
debut performance for the club, secured the 
team’s second try (to the raucous applause of 
the crowd) with a speedy break from the 22m 
along the touch line, bringing the score to 10-17.

Despite some excellent scrummaging and line-
outs from the forward pack, Tabard’s strength 
and relative size advantage enabled them to 
secure two further tries with an easy conversion 
taken from between the goal posts. In the face 
of adversity, and with the referee disallowing a 
contentious try from second row, Yasmin Knott, 
Stortford continued undiscouraged, and a final 
push from Eva Rakudic saw the last try of the 
match secured, and the score brought to 15-31. 

Players’ player: Harriet Creasey (15)

Coaches’ player: Charlotte Wheeler (16)

BSRFC W
OM

EN AND GIRLS    FLORENCE FUDGE 
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pricebailey.co.uk

Price Bailey LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales, number OC307551. The 
registered office is Causeway House, 1 Dane Street, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts, CM23 3BT, where a list of 
members is kept. Price Bailey LLP is registered to carry out audit work in the UK and regulated for a range of 
investment business activities by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.

Price Bailey 
Accountants, auditors and advisors

SUPPORTING YOU 
AND YOUR BUSINESS
TO GET OVER THE LINE

Tom Meeks
Partner 

T: +44 (0)1279 712 719
E: tom.meeks@pricebailey.co.uk

Tony Pennison
Partner 

T: +44(0)1279 712 716
E: tonyp@pricebailey.co.uk

Simon Craven
Internal Audit Assistant Manager
 

T: +44(0)1279 217 242
E: simon.craven@pricebailey.co.uk

Get in touch to see how we can 
work with you:

Rugby match programme V4.indd   1Rugby match programme V4.indd   1 23/08/2023   14:13:3923/08/2023   14:13:39
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Proud sponsors of 
Bishop’s Stortford RFC 

forwardcf.co.uk 
T: 01279 215559   E: hello@forwardcf.co.uk

Thremhall Park, Start Hill, Bishop’s Stortford CM22 7WE

Helping you complete

Business 
acquisitions

Management 
buy outs

Business 
sales

Independent corporate finance, 
consulting and private equity services 

for East Anglia and the South East.
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Proud sponsor of BSRFC

Alongside you 
at the heart of the 
community

Call us on 01279 704124 www.teeslaw.com

The Better Future Fund has been set 
up by Tees to o�er grants up to £5,000 
for projects that support learning and 
education and promoting good health 
and wellbeing in our local 
communities of Hertfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire and Essex.

Tees is a trading name of Stanley Tee LLP regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. Registered in England and Wales number 
OC327874. Tees is a trading name of Tees Financial Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England and Wales number 4342506. 

Find out more here:
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0800 368 91000800 368 9100
Premium Steel Framed Buildings • Individually Designed • Erected by ExpertsPremium Steel Framed Buildings • Individually Designed • Erected by Experts

PROUD SPONSORS OF BSRFC

BUY DIRECT FROM THE EXPERTS
WWW.STEELBUILDMASTERS.CO.UKC
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SBM-BSRFC-A5-1.pdf   1   28/07/2022   15:01
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THE UK’S LARGEST  
MANUFACTURER-APPROVED 

REPAIRER

IF YOU HAVE HAD AN ACCIDENT PLEASE CONTACT US ON: 

 01279 757060 OR HILTONACCIDENTREPAIR.CO.UK

THE UK’S LARGEST MANUFACTURER-APPROVED REPAIRER
WE GUARANTEE YOUR VEHICLE BACK TO PRE-ACCIDENT CONDITION

SCAN QR CODE TO GET 
AN ESTIMATE

Approved Accident
Repair Centre

C U P R A 

JLR
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‘WITHOUT DOUBT, THE BEST TRAINING FACILITY IN THE AREA’

Talk to us now about KORU membership and what we can do for you.

Classes, personal training or specialist training 
for those seeking serious results.

Check out our website or drop in for a chat.

‘WITHOUT DOUBT, THE BEST TRAINING FACILITY IN THE AREA’

Talk to us now about KORU membership and 
what we can do for you.

Spin classes, yoga classes, personal training or specialist training
 for those seeking serious results.

Check out our website or drop in for a chat.

‘WITHOUT DOUBT, THE BEST TRAINING FACILITY IN THE AREA’

Talk to us now about KORU membership and 
what we can do for you.

Spin classes, yoga classes, personal training or specialist training
 for those seeking serious results.

Check out our website or drop in for a chat.

www.korugym.com

Peek Business Park, Woodside, Bishops Stortford, CM23 5RG
T: 01279 506487  E: team@korugym.com

BSRC Koru programme ad 2023.indd   1BSRC Koru programme ad 2023.indd   1 06/07/2023   17:0306/07/2023   17:03
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national league one results, fixtures AND TABLE

Team	 P	 W	 D	 L	 PF	 PA	 PD	 TBP	 LBP	 Points	 Adj.

Chinnor	 15	 12	 0	 3	 533	 244	 289	 11	 2	 61	 0

Rams	 15	 11	 0	 4	 465	 356	 109	 12	 2	 58	 0

Plymouth Albion	 15	 10	 0	 5	 430	 320	 110	 9	 3	 52	 0

Rosslyn Park	 15	 9	 0	 6	 452	 398	 54	 8	 2	 46	 0

Sedgley Park	 15	 9	 0	 6	 389	 417	 -28	 6	 2	 44	 0

Birmingham Moseley	 15	 8	 0	 7	 397	 394	 3	 6	 5	 43	 0

Richmond	 15	 7	 0	 8	 416	 427	 -11	 10	 5	 43	 0

Darlington Mowden Park	 15	 7	 0	 8	 338	 369	 -31	 7	 3	 38	 0

Blackheath	 15	 7	 0	 8	 358	 345	 13	 5	 4	 37	 0

Cinderford	 15	 7	 0	 8	 317	 423	 -106	 2	 2	 32	 0

Bishop's Stortford	 15	 5	 0	 10	 352	 427	 -75	 7	 4	 31	 0

Leicester Lions	 15	 5	 0	 10	 301	 434	 -133	 4	 3	 27	 0

Taunton	 15	 3	 0	 12	 414	 528	 -114	 11	 4	 27	 0

Sale FC	 15	 5	 0	 10	 288	 368	 -80	 3	 3	 26	 0

NATIONAL LEAGUE 1 TABLE

HOME TEAM	 AWAY TEAM

Fixtures for 20th January 2024	

Bishop's Stortford	 vs	 Richmond 

Chinnor	 vs	 Sedgley Park

Darlington Mowden Park	 vs	 Blackheath

Leicester Lions	 vs	 Plymouth Albion

Rosslyn Park	 vs	 Rams

Sale FC	 vs	 Cinderford

Taunton Titans	 vs	 Birmingham Mosley

HOME TEAM	 AWAY TEAM

Results from 13th January 2024

Birmingham Moseley	 32 - 33	 Rosslyn Park	

Blackheath	 27 - 29	 Leicester Lions

Cinderford	 24 - 23	 Darlington Mowden Park

Plymouth Albion	 39 - 23	 Bishop's Stortford

Rams	 28 - 7	 Sedgley Park

Richmond 	 22 - 21	 Taunton Titans

Sale	 10 - 47	 Chinnor
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Bishop
,
s Stortford

BLUE AND WHITE

Head Coach:
Marcus Cattell
 

Forwards Coaches:  
Rob Faiers
Cameron Boon
 

Blues Lead Coach &  
Forwards Coach:  
Ian Simpson
 

Attack & Backs Coach: 
Manu Vunipola
 

Head Strength &  
Conditioning:
Konrad McKenzie
 

Lead Medical:
Ryan Clarke
 

Team Manager:
Darren Orbart
 

Performance Coach: 
Jon Skelton

REFEREE:  
Owen Taylor 

ASSISTANT REFEREE 1:  
Andrew MacNeaney 

ASSISTANT REFEREE 2: 
Dr Jon Petzing

TH
E 

TE
AM

S

Seb Brownhill

Alex Rayment

Toby Hill

Fraizer Kiff

Harry Charter

Alex Wardell

Ollie Jones

Will Rogers(c)

Chris Bolton

Dan Cole

Chris Smith

Austin Pope

Francis Moore

Alex Gilham

Nick Hankin

REPLACEMENTS                   

Ryan Jackson

Jevaughn Warren

Henry Peck

Connor Lloyd

Jake Morris

1 

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
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RICHMOND FC
GOLD, RED AND BLACK

Coaches 
Rob Powell, Ian Kench,  
Nic Rouse

Medical 
Michelle Cuthbert

Team Managers 
Liam Burnett,  
Kaitlin Youens-Brown

THE TEAM
S

Luke Spring

Garin Lloyd

Archie Maggs

Jake Monson

Max Murphy

Miles Wakeling

David Massey

Mark Bright(c)

Luc Jones

Ted Landray

Hamish Graham

Tom Hitchcock

Henry Cheeseman

Chidera Obonna

Alex O’Meara

REPLACEMENTS                   

Barnaby Vaughan

Henry Wills

Matt Marsh

Lewis Dennett

Will Kaye

1 

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR 
BAR LICENCE FORBIDS THE 
TAKING OF GLASSES AND 
GLASS BOTTLES ONTO THE 
FIELD. 

REUSABLE, RIGID PLASTIC 
GLASSES ARE AVAILABLE AT 
THE BAR. 
 

PLEASE ASK FOR ONE IF 
YOU INTEND TO TAKE YOUR 
DRINK OUTSIDE.

MAN OF THE MATCH 
SPONSORS



www.thesofadesignstudio.co.uk  |  01371 874 422
49a The Causeway, Great Dunmow, Essex, CM6 2AA

Sofas Sofa Beds
Corner 
Sofas Chairs

A5 Flyer 2022.indd   1A5 Flyer 2022.indd   1 12/07/2022   14:2112/07/2022   14:21
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M
ATCH REPORT    JOHN ALLANSON

Stortford started brightly but squandered 
early territory with loose kicking. This was 
compounded by the concession of two 
successive penalties for offside at breakdowns, 
resulting in a 5m lineout from which Plymouth 
drove over for an unconverted try after 8 
minutes. Stortford countered and Dan Cole 
put 3 points on the board 4 minutes later. The 
visitors enjoyed a further period of possession 
in Plymouth territory and Chris Smith was 
next on the scoreboard, touching down out 
wide from a clever grubber kick from debutant 
centre, Tom Mills to take his side into a one 
point lead with 27 minutes gone. The hosts 
fought back to score two further unconverted 
tries in quick succession on 35 and 37 minutes, 
though. The second was a real body blow, 
coming from a clumsy Stortford knock-on well 
inside the Plymouth 22 and the home side 
taking full advantage of the opposition's failure 
quickly to cover the mistake, with speedy 
interpassing between three or four forwards 
breaking the line to feed their left wing for him 
to run some 70m to touchdown. They almost 
repeated the feat 2 minutes later and were 
prevented only from a further try under the 
posts by a tremendous chase and tackle from 
Mills. They therefore had to content themselves 
with a penalty goal, which took them into the 
break 20-8 up. 

Stortford started the second half strongly and 
were rewarded after 3 minutes with another 
penalty goal to Dan Cole, followed only 3 
minutes later by a second try to Smith, who 
intercepted a loose Plymouth pass on halfway 
to sprint in for an unconverted try. The home 
side bounced back quickly,   with a fairly soft 
try down a poorly marked blind side from a 
lineout maul inside the opposition 22 after 10 
minutes. Plymouth's 13 was yellow-carded for 
a late tackle as Nick Hankin ran the ball out of 
defence on 15 minutes and it was the fullback 
himself, who took advantage by slicing through 
the hosts' defence only 2 minutes later to touch 

down under the posts to 
reduce his side's deficit 
to only 2 points, as Cole 
added the conversion. 
Stortford continued to exert pressure on the 14 
men, but it was at this crucial juncture that the 
game swung completely in a 10 minute period 
from the 25th minute. This started when the 
visitors botched a golden opportunity for a 
try from an attacking lineout, so a potential 7 
points lost for the visitors and the home side 
rubbed salt in the wound on 31 minutes by 
scoring a try out wide with the left wing taking 
advantage of a missed Stortford tackle to touch 
down again. Only 3 minutes later, Plymouth 
were awarded a penalty try, after an attempted 
clearing kick from the base of a Stortford 
defensive maul was charged down and the 
home forward following up was tackled of the 
ball. So a further 7 points added to complete 
an effective 21 points swing and Connor Lloyd 
onto the naughty step for the remainder of the 
game. Stortford battled on and gave as good 
as they got in the remaining 7 or 8 minutes, but 
the game, which so recently had seemed within 
their grasp had well and truly gone.

Plymouth Albion 39 Bishop’s Stortford 23
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. . .AND PROUD SPONSORS OF 

Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Club 

M J Warner Volkswagen   
Hare Street, Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 0EA 
Telephone: 01763 289 472

www.mjwarner.co.uk

Sales
Servicing
Accident repairs
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M J Warner Volkswagen

Your trusted local Volkswagen retailer since 1980
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ACE OF FADES
GENTLEMENS BARBER SHOP

BSRFC PLAYERS & MEMBERS 20%
Discount on all services with
Riley Coyne
London School of Barbering
Qualified 

BEARD TRIM
KIDS CUTS

GENTLEMEN CUTS

SHAVE AND CUT
CUT & SKIN FADE

A FEW OF OUR SERVICES:

& MANY MORE

80 South St, Bishop's
Stortford CM23 3BG

CALL TO BOOK
01279 503079
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KMD Private Wealth Management Ltd.

kmdpwm.co.uk

KMD Private Wealth Management Ltd is authorised  

and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

We help private cl ients  
& business owners  

get  f inancial ly organised

01279 647 663 01223 750100 020 3778 1100

S T A N S T E D C A M B R I D G E L O N D O N

C H A R T E R E D  F I N A N C I A L P L A N N E R S
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THE MINI

Electric.

More torque, more action and more fun than ever before. The MINI Electric delivers the same 
feel-good joy as the Hatch is famous for, with all the excitement and efficiency of being a fully 
electric car.

With every last detail thought about, the MINI Electric offers innovative technology, 
unmatched comfort and practical touches for every journey. 

Once you feel MINI Electric, you won’t want to go back. 

Make the switch today. 
 
Get in touch with Group 1 Stansted MINI to find out more.

Group 1 Stansted MINI
Stansted Road, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire, CM23 2BT
01279 712880

ELECTRIFYING ADVENTURES AWAIT.

MINI ELECTRIC.

THE MINI

Electric.

More torque, more action and more fun than ever before. The MINI Electric delivers the same 
feel-good joy as the Hatch is famous for, with all the excitement and efficiency of being a fully 
electric car.

With every last detail thought about, the MINI Electric offers innovative technology, 
unmatched comfort and practical touches for every journey. 

Once you feel MINI Electric, you won’t want to go back. 

Make the switch today. 
 
Get in touch with Group 1 Stansted MINI to find out more.

Group 1 Stansted MINI
Stansted Road, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire, CM23 2BT
01279 712880

ELECTRIFYING ADVENTURES AWAIT.

MINI ELECTRIC.
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Dan Powell joined Stortford in the 2021-22 
season from Plymouth where he played for four 
seasons. Dan started his rugby club career at 
Exmouth in 2017 and had been an England u18 
trialist in the 2015-16 season. Dan comes from 
Sidmouth on the South Devon coast which 
is closer to Exeter than Plymouth and is even 
further west as Stortford supporters going 
down there for our away fixture with Plymouth 
well know. 

Dan played for Plymouth against Stortford in 
February 2019 and was very impressed with 
the Stortford style of play despite being on the 
losing side in that match. The arrival of Covid 
would delay a planned move to Stortford until 
the 2021-22 season. In that season he turned 
out about twenty times for Stortford initially at 
full back and then later in the season filled in as 
a utility back. His season was then curtailed by 
an injury at the end of the Sale home fixture in 
February. However, the highlight of the season 
was the Sidmouth Massive (the Powell family in 
their new blue and white scarves) importantly 

turning up in force 
at Taunton to ensure 
Stortford held on to draw 
the game 29-29. Dan 
played outside half that day and contributed to 
the score with several successful place kicks.

In the 2022-23 season Dan played at full back 
in 12 games and he scored three tries against 
Rosslyn Park away and two tries against 
Cambridge away but unfortunately was on the 
losing side on each occasion. This season he has 
established himself again in the side at full back 
this November and December but no tries from 
full back so far this season. 

In 2018 he played in Perth, Western Australia at 
fly half for the Southern Lions side so it is good 
to know that player movements between UK 
and Australia is not one way with Chris Bolton 
and Ryan Jackson also having played rugby in 
Australia.

For this game today against Richmond, Dan has 
requested a mention for Ed Welch on his 65th 
birthday. Ed is making the long trip up Bishop’s 
Stortford not just to see Dan play but he does 
also have an invitation to the pre-match lunch. 

Dan is sponsored by R C Borham and it is 
very appropriate for a West Country boy to be 
sponsored by a farming equipment supplier.  
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Dan Powell
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IN THE SPOTLIGHTT     RICHARD EVANS

Fraizer joined Stortford at the start of the 2022-
23 season from Moseley and featured in the 
“Welcome to the Club” article with the other 
new season starters in the program for the 
Cambridge home game in September. These 
new starters included Chris Bolton, Connor 
Lloyd, Harrison Langworthy, Ryan Jackson, Toby 
Tierney and Will Rogers.  Fraizer joined the club 
as a second row forward but his appearances 
were curtailed that season by injury. Frazier is 
a mobile second row forward and was selected 
in the back row in the first home game against 
Hull. He then only turned out for another three 
First XV appearances in the season. 

He had made 17 appearances for Moseley in the 
2021/22 season and played for Moseley against 
Stortford in the convincing Stortford 33-3 win in 
the November of that season.

Before joining Moseley Fraizer had played for 
Exeter University and featured in their BUCS 
games and played with Luke Berry during his 
time in Exeter. He had also been on the bench 
for Exeter University in a match against a Leeds 
Beckett side that included Conor Lloyd. It was 
his first appearance for Exeter and Leeds won 
the game 50-15 but Conor is very unlikely to 
have reminded Fraizer of this score!

This season Fraizer has played eight games 
in the second row for the First XV and scored 
his first try for the club in the home win over 
Taunton. He also picked up his first yellow card 
for Stortford in the win against Darlington 

Mowden Park. Unfortunately, he also had 
to leave the field injured at the end of the 
Blackheath game but will be back in action this 
January.

Kiff is not a common Midlands surname - it has 
German Westphalian origins, but Fraizer is not 
aware of any German ancestors. 

Fraizer is sponsored by Hilton Coachworks but 
despite being a second row he should not be 
confused with our marquee which is now also 
sponsored by Hilton.

Fraizer Kiff
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We are proud sponsors of Bishop’s Stortford RFC

Thremhall Park is a classic neo-Georgian building, set in 
a historic parkland. Offering serviced offices, co-working 

spaces, virtual services & meeting rooms.

mantlespace.co.uk

S T A N S T E D
THREMHALL PARK
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A vibrant community...
of residential and commercial tenants 
in a live work heritage complex in the 
heart of Bishop’s Stortford next to the 
train station, a brilliant location for 
office and apartment living.

Commercial spaces to rent from 
small office pods to blue chip client 
spaces.

Stunning loft style apartments with 
on site retail, food and services.

Join our happy community.

www.millarsmaltings.co.uk
01279 658 301  •  07850 887 777
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in a live work heritage complex in the 
heart of Bishop’s Stortford next to the 
train station, a brilliant location for 
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spaces.
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on site retail, food and services.

Join our happy community.

www.millarsmaltings.co.uk
01279 658 301  •  07850 887 777
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spaces.
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01279 658 301  •  07850 887 777
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heart of Bishop’s Stortford next to the 
train station, a brilliant location for 
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Commercial spaces to rent from 
small office pods to blue chip client 
spaces.

Stunning loft style apartments with 
on site retail, food and services.
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www.millarsmaltings.co.uk
01279 658 301  •  07850 887 777
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PROUD SPONSORS OF BISHOP
,
S STORTFORD RUGBY CLUB

01279 757 113     www.connectscaffolding.co.uk

SCAFFOLDING
APPRENTICESHIP

At Connect we believe in developing the potential 

of our people through training and we are 

committed to ensuring that our Scaffolders are 

among the best in the industry.

To find out more about our apprenticeship scheme 

and NVQ Construction Diploma Scaffolding email us 

at recruitment@connectscaffolding.co.uk

• WORK OUTDOORS

• KEEP FIT

• LEARN  
 PRACTICAL SKILLS

• GAIN  
 QUALIFICATIONS

• BE PART OF A 
 GREAT TEAM

SAFER
controlling risks, making 

health and safety our priority

EASIER
sharing ideas for smarter  

working delivering  
innovative solutions

QUICKER
saving time through continual

improvement and good  
communication

BETTER CONNECTED
working as a team to deliver  

great customer service
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www.systemone.co.uk  |  Local Business  |  01279 602700  |  www.boardmans.biz

Proud sponsors of BSRFC

Bounce
Jump Surge
Spring
Pounce...

Propel your business into the New Season!
Find out how we can help reduce costs in your office and make life easier for you and your sta	 
with increased productivity and profit! 
Following our acquisition of Boardmans everything for your o�ce is under one roof!
We are now your One stop shop for all your o�ce needs! 

Get in touch now to find out more...

 

System One Ltd
●  Photocopiers & Printers
●  Follow Me Print Solutions Software
●  Document management Software

Boardmans O�ce Solutions
●  Furniture
●  Stationery, Paper
●  Photocopiers & Printers

01279 602700

Market Leaders

Email: info@systemone.co.uk
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The Oval Club is an autonomous body and 
entirely independent of the Rugby Club's 
operations. None of the Committee members 
hold a position or appointment in the Rugby 
Club's infrastructure. The Oval Club does 
not seek to influence decisions of the Rugby 
Club. It responds to requests for financial 
assistance for projects which have been 
approved by the Rugby Club's Executive 
Committee and which fall within its mission 
statement.

Funds are raised by monthly contributions 
from the Members two thirds of which are set 
aside for Rugby Club projects with the other 
third reserved for social events for Members.

To date The Oval Club has raised over a 
quarter of a million pounds with the Rugby 
Club receiving more than £200,000.

The Oval Club makes contributions to the 
Rugby Club for one off projects which 
are of long term value and not part of on-
going budget requirements. Often these 
contributions have been made to the Club 
to enable it to secure grants from the Rugby 
Football Union and other sources.

So far, major contributions have been made 
towards the cost of:

•	 Flood lighting the main pitch,
•	 Floodlighting the back field pitches,
•	 Pitch repair and maintenance,
•	 Improvement of the playing surfaces, 	
	 including the purchase of a verti-drainer,
•	 Drainage of the back field pitches,
•	 Rabbit fencing,

•	 Replacement of goal posts,
•	 Refurbishing the changing room showers,
•	 Purchase of physiotherapy equipment,
•	 Playing equipment and travel costs for all 	
	 teams,
•	 Supporting youth and mini through tours, 
	 kit and additional playing facilities,
•	 Junior coaching courses.

On the social side there are annual Members’ 
events. Currently these are:

•	 A self-supporting golf day at one of the 	
	 local golf clubs,
•	 An Annual Dinner and Forum,
•	 First team home and away lunches.

Through its contributions The Oval Club plays 
a considerable part in helping the Rugby Club 
enhance its playing related facilities for the 
use of all sections and members of the Club, 
including Senior Sides, Ladies & Girls, Colts, 
Youth, Mini and Touch Rugby

Anyone who is interested in joining  
The Oval Club should contact a 
member of the Committee below.
THE OVAL CLUB COMMITTEE:
Robbie Kerr - Chairman
John Robinson - Secretary
John Power - Treasurer
Mark Caulfield
Mark Smith
Steven Wasley

NOVEMBER 2023

The Oval Club was formed in 1998 by some 
Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Football Club 
members who wanted to find a way of raising 
funds to improve the playing facilities of the 
Club with the mission statement:

the oval club

‘To contribute towards promoting the highest possible standard  
of rugby throughout Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Football Club’
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BISHOP’S  
STORTFORD

11 North Street,

Bishop’s Stortford,

Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

01279 501 500

STANSTED 
MOUNTFITCHET

Lower Street,

Stansted Mountfitchet,

Essex CM24 8LP

01279 957 555

info@russellpp.co.uk

russellpp.co.uk

Keen to discuss your needs 
Here’s my mobile number 
A drink in the pub 
Just popping in to say hi
We’re not estate agents.
We’re friends.
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E X C E L S I O R  K I T C H E N S

Established in 2000, Excelsior Kitchens are one of the leading fitted kitchen specialists in East Anglia, the 

South and London. With a wide range of materials, colours and styles, we can find a solution for all projects, 

budgets and locations. Our experienced designers can offer expert advice and a professional service.

E X C E L S I O R K I T C H E N S . C O M 
 

3 Takeley Business Centre, Dunmow Road, Takeley, Essex, CM22 6SJ - T 01279 870700
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• Pick-Your-Own* & freshly ready-picked produce:
Strawberries • Gooseberries • Raspberries • Cherries  
Blackberries • Blackcurrants • Sweetcorn • Blueberries  
• Sunflowers • Pumpkins... when in season

• Tea Barn: great coffee and homemade food

• Children’s Play Area

• Footgolf

•  Farm Shop: the best local produce including honey &  
jam from the farm

• Nature Trail

• Maize Maze (August to October)

• Seasonal Events

A great day out for all the family!

Hatfield Broad Oak
CM22 7JT

The highest quality fresh produce  
in beautiful countryside surroundings

Open
 Tu

esd
ay  

to 
Sun

day  

and
 Bank

 Holid
ays

*Pre-book for PYO online at
cammashall.co.uk
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Wood Grill owner PatrickBenabid inset and with, fromleft to right, BID chair KarenBurton, Pulse Cinemas chiefexecutive Mike Beatty,M e d i a co m s ’ Chris Leon andBID marketing andcommunications managerMadeleine Lees

C i n e ma
ro om

is new
releas eA luxury cinema room is to open at aBishop’s Stortford restaurant withinweeks.

Patrick Benabid is investing in thescreening space at Wood Grill inStation Road in response to closure of
the Empire Cinema, in the nearbyAnchor Street leisure complex, last
July.

He said: “A lot of people were upset
when the cinema closed, includingme.”

This month a rear section of theformer pub is to be transformed into a

Sinead Corr
sinead.cor r@stor tfordindie.co.uk

screening area. The equipment isalready ordered and the fit-out isexpected to take two weeks.Mr Benabid is working withStansted’s luxury home cinema brandPulse and installer Mediacoms Ltd,
based at Peek Business Centre inBishop’s Stortford, on the project.Initially, the cinema room –which isyet to be named – will offerblockbuster movies rather than newreleases.
Mr Benabid said typically thosewould be features already seen at bigcinema chains before they transfer tohome streaming services.However, he said he was ambitiousand already working to secure the

THIS WEEK

Anger at rush-hour gridlock

page 3

Some students were 45 minuteslate for school on Monday due totwo sets of temporaryfour-way traffic lights in town

N E WS

Blues dream of Wembley

pages 38-40

Kane Crichlow scored five goals asBishop’s Stortford thrashedAldershot Town 6-1 in the fourthround of the Isuzu FA Trophy

SPORT

Speaker after speaker at a publicmeeting on air pollution in Bishop’sStortford told councillors planningdecisions have made things worse

Views aired on pollution

page 9

N E WS

page 5

Fosters, the branded uniformsupplier for more than 30 schoolsin Stortford and the surroundingarea, has ceased trading

Uniform supplier closes

N E WS

page 4

The Bishop’s Stortford branch ofBarclays, in North Street, is to closein April as part of the bank’sworldwide cost-cutting measures

Barclays branch gets axed

N E WS

licences which would allow him toshow the latest films.The plush cinema room, with a110-inch projector screen, is set toaccommodate 16 people at a time.
Viewers will be able to enjoy “the best
sound system you can get and the most
comfortable seats available”.Mr Benabid and Pulse chief
executive officer Mike Beatty usedThe Hub on Verulam, an eatery whichshows live sports, independent

cinema and comedy in two screeningrooms, as an example of what can beachieved.
The restaurateur, who also ownsWood Grill branches in CambridgeRoad, Stansted, and Royston, is yet to

finalise programming details andticket prices but was already clear that
visitors would be able to enjoy a rangeof options.

As well as enjoying a Wood Grill
meal before or after screenings,
visitors will be able to order drinksand snacks at their seats.There will be screenings forchildren at the weekends and thechance to see classic movies as well asprivate bookings of the space forbirthdays and special occasions.Mr Benabid’s efforts to improve thetown’s leisure offering come as East

Herts Council has confirmed it isshelving plans for an arts centre in theCauseway. The Old River Lane

proposals included a five-screencinema.
His initiative has been warmlywelcomed by Bishop’s Stortford BID(Business Improvement District)

which represents towncentre traders.Marketing and communicationsmanager Madeleine Lees said: “Well
done to Wood Grill for thinkingoutside of the box and bringingtogether their popular food and drinkoffering with an arts offering, all

under one roof.“This is great news for Bishop’sStortford, its businesses and residentsand we look forward to seeing this newcommunity cinema come to life.”
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Plans to transform Sworder’s Field

into an open-air cinema hang in the

balance after an angry resident

claimed the park was being turned into

“Wembley Stadium”.
Members of East Herts Council’s

licensing sub-committee are meeting

behind closed doors at 2pm today

(Wednesday) to decide if performances

of Disney sing-along favourite Frozen

and Freddie Mercury biopicBohemian

Rhapsody can go ahead on Saturday

(August 31).The screenings by Sunset Cinema

are set to start with the children’s

Cinema tobite thedust?

Open-air screenings of Bohemian Rhapsody and Frozen are under

pressure after neighbour complains about Sunset Cinema event

Sinead Corrsinead.corr@stortfordindie.co.uk

Being Mr World IS rocket science for Stortford-raised Jack

Former Bishop’s Stortford schoolboy Jack Heslewood celebrates being crowned Mr World with his fellow contestants in the Philippines – full story page 3

animation from 3pm, followed by the

Queen film from 8.30pm.
Such public presentations require a

premises licence, as does the provision

of late-night refreshment. The

application, if confirmed, would be

subject to a limit of three events a year

between June and September and with

a maximum of 1,500 film fans.

The screening of the musical movies

is the last straw for one resident,whose

complaints have triggered today’s

examination. The anonymous

neighbour lives at King’s Court “about

100m away” from the field.
In a written submission, the

householder complains: “My home

life here has been ruined by the field

being turned from a quiet park into a

concert and events venue.”
They list “fairground visits”, May’s

Bish Bash music festival, the town

carnival in June, July’s Grove Cottage

food and drink festival and Sunday

morning exercise classes as the source

of “boom boom amplified music” or

public address announcements.

The neighbour says: “I know the

town council are raising revenue and

that’s what it is all about, but it’s a

park, notWembleyStadium.Every few

weekends and some weekdays, I have

to shut all my windows in warm

weather or leave the house.
“An open air cinema less than 200

yards from homes, including elderly

people’s sheltered accommodation,

and the associated noise of people

coming and going and using the

cinema just seems totally unfair, and I

can’t believe this is considered an

appropriate location for yet more

‘licensed activities’.”
They insist they have been driven

from their home by the disruption and

say: “How is this fair? Of course I

expect people walking their dogs,

playing football on Sunday mornings

etc, it’s a park and it’s actually quite

nice and natural, but all these music

and Tannoy events are totally ruining

my use of my home. Please don’t grant

this licence.”Sunset Cinema has been telling

moviegoers to take their own picnics

and seating, and that the screenings

will proceed regardless of the weather.
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Plans to transform Sworder’s Field

into an open-air cinema hang in the

balance after an angry resident

claimed the park was being turned into

“Wembley Stadium”.
Members of East Herts Council’s

licensing sub-committee are meeting

behind closed doors at 2pm today

(Wednesday) to decide if performances

of Disney sing-along favourite Frozen

and Freddie Mercury biopicBohemian

Rhapsody can go ahead on Saturday

(August 31).The screenings by Sunset Cinema

are set to start with the children’s

Cinema tobite thedust?

Open-air screenings of Bohemian Rhapsody and Frozen are under

pressure after neighbour complains about Sunset Cinema event

Sinead Corrsinead.corr@stortfordindie.co.uk

Being Mr World IS rocket science for Stortford-raised Jack

Former Bishop’s Stortford schoolboy Jack Heslewood celebrates being crowned Mr World with his fellow contestants in the Philippines – full story page 3

animation from 3pm, followed by the

Queen film from 8.30pm.
Such public presentations require a

premises licence, as does the provision

of late-night refreshment. The

application, if confirmed, would be

subject to a limit of three events a year

between June and September and with

a maximum of 1,500 film fans.

The screening of the musical movies

is the last straw for one resident,whose

complaints have triggered today’s

examination. The anonymous

neighbour lives at King’s Court “about

100m away” from the field.
In a written submission, the

householder complains: “My home

life here has been ruined by the field

being turned from a quiet park into a

concert and events venue.”
They list “fairground visits”, May’s

Bish Bash music festival, the town

carnival in June, July’s Grove Cottage

food and drink festival and Sunday

morning exercise classes as the source

of “boom boom amplified music” or

public address announcements.

The neighbour says: “I know the

town council are raising revenue and

that’s what it is all about, but it’s a

park, notWembleyStadium.Every few

weekends and some weekdays, I have

to shut all my windows in warm

weather or leave the house.
“An open air cinema less than 200

yards from homes, including elderly

people’s sheltered accommodation,

and the associated noise of people

coming and going and using the

cinema just seems totally unfair, and I

can’t believe this is considered an

appropriate location for yet more

‘licensed activities’.”
They insist they have been driven

from their home by the disruption and

say: “How is this fair? Of course I

expect people walking their dogs,

playing football on Sunday mornings

etc, it’s a park and it’s actually quite

nice and natural, but all these music

and Tannoy events are totally ruining

my use of my home. Please don’t grant

this licence.”Sunset Cinema has been telling

moviegoers to take their own picnics

and seating, and that the screenings

will proceed regardless of the weather.

August 28-September 3, 2019 bishopsstortfordindependent.co.uk

Bishop’s StortfordIndependent

Est 2017

90p

issue 100

Includes coverage of Sawbridgeworth

& Stansted Mountfitchet

Culturebishopsstortfordindependent.co.uk/lifestyle

In profile
pages 36-37

Page
29

Chas writes fromhis hospitalbed afterblue
light
dramama

Page
8

Five-bed barnconversion
pages 48-49

Homes
Bishop’s Stortford

THE FINEST NAMES INWOOD, CARPET ANDVINYL FLOORING

4-5 THE GREENS BUILDINGS, CAMBRIDGE ROAD,

STANSTED, ESSEX, CM24 8BZ01279 812 681www.gffbentleyandhowell.com

BESPOKE FLOORING AND CLEANING SERVICES

2-for-1 offer onDorrington’sjam doughnuts

Page41

Rebecca’s thequeen of clubs
Back
page

Ch
it f

jam doughnuts

Page
39

BSRFC 19-20
12-page

guide to the
new season

New Bishop’s Stortford scrum-half Jake Spivey
with minis Oscar Graney, left, and Arthur Longman
at the club’s pre-season photocall
Picture: Andy Todd

January 17 - January 23, 2024 b i s h o p ssto r t fo rd i n d e p e n d e n t .co. u k

B i s h o p’s Stortford
Independent

Est 2017

issue 329

Includes coverage of Sawbridgeworth& Stansted Mountfitchet

£1.80

Wood Grill owner PatrickBenabid inset and with, fromleft to right, BID chair KarenBurton, Pulse Cinemas chiefexecutive Mike Beatty,M e d i a co m s ’ Chris Leon andBID marketing andcommunications managerMadeleine Lees
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A luxury cinema room is to open at aBishop’s Stortford restaurant withinweeks.
Patrick Benabid is investing in thescreening space at Wood Grill inStation Road in response to closure ofthe Empire Cinema, in the nearbyAnchor Street leisure complex, lastJuly.

He said: “A lot of people were upsetwhen the cinema closed, includingme.”
This month a rear section of theformer pub is to be transformed into a

Sinead Corr
sinead.cor r@stor tfordindie.co.uk

screening area. The equipment isalready ordered and the fit-out isexpected to take two weeks.Mr Benabid is working withStansted’s luxury home cinema brandPulse and installer Mediacoms Ltd,based at Peek Business Centre inBishop’s Stortford, on the project.Initially, the cinema room –which isyet to be named – will offerblockbuster movies rather than newreleases.
Mr Benabid said typically thosewould be features already seen at bigcinema chains before they transfer tohome streaming services.However, he said he was ambitiousand already working to secure theTHIS WEEK
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Kane Crichlow scored five goals asBishop’s Stortford thrashedAldershot Town 6-1 in the fourthround of the Isuzu FA Trophy
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Speaker after speaker at a publicmeeting on air pollution in Bishop’sStortford told councillors planningdecisions have made things worse
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Fosters, the branded uniformsupplier for more than 30 schoolsin Stortford and the surroundingarea, has ceased trading
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The Bishop’s Stortford branch ofBarclays, in North Street, is to closein April as part of the bank’sworldwide cost-cutting measures

Barclays branch gets axed
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licences which would allow him toshow the latest films.The plush cinema room, with a110-inch projector screen, is set toaccommodate 16 people at a time.Viewers will be able to enjoy “the bestsound system you can get and the mostcomfortable seats available”.Mr Benabid and Pulse chiefexecutive officer Mike Beatty usedThe Hub on Verulam, an eatery whichshows live sports, independentcinema and comedy in two screeningrooms, as an example of what can beachieved.
The restaurateur, who also ownsWood Grill branches in CambridgeRoad, Stansted, and Royston, is yet to

finalise programming details andticket prices but was already clear thatvisitors would be able to enjoy a rangeof options.
As well as enjoying a Wood Grillmeal before or after screenings,visitors will be able to order drinksand snacks at their seats.There will be screenings forchildren at the weekends and thechance to see classic movies as well asprivate bookings of the space forbirthdays and special occasions.Mr Benabid’s efforts to improve thetown’s leisure offering come as EastHerts Council has confirmed it isshelving plans for an arts centre in theCauseway. The Old River Lane

proposals included a five-screencinema.
His initiative has been warmlywelcomed by Bishop’s Stortford BID(Business Improvement District)which represents towncentre traders.

Marketing and communicationsmanager Madeleine Lees said: “Welldone to Wood Grill for thinkingoutside of the box and bringingtogether their popular food and drinkoffering with an arts offering, allunder one roof.
“This is great news for Bishop’sStortford, its businesses and residentsand we look forward to seeing this newcommunity cinema come to life.”
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In October last year my wife and I went to 
Belfast to spend time with some friends who 
we had met on holiday some 8 years before. 
When we first met them one of the friends had 
mentioned she had worked in banking with 
Willie John McBride many years previously and 
I jokingly said I would love to meet such a rugby 
legend!  

Fast forward 8 years when we spent 3 days 
touring wonderful parts of Northern Ireland: 
The Giants Causeway, the Bushmills distillery 
and Port Rush golf club to name a few. 

On our way to fly home from Belfast 
International airport our hosts diverted to 
an address in Ballyclare; on arrival our host 
knocked on the door. We were greeted by a 
tall blond lady and from where I was standing, 
I could see a large chap further down the 
entrance hall. As he moved forward and I 
entered it became clear it was the one and only 
WJM. 

I must admit to being somewhat overwhelmed, 
and even emotional to be in the presence of 
such a rugby icon. I had no Idea this had been 
organised and here I was in Willie John’s home. 

We spent just over an hour talking rugby, he 
was very relaxed and very at ease. As you 
would expect we touched mainly on his rugby 
career, far more important and very much 
more significant than mine! We covered his 
international career with Ireland, the Barbarians 

and of course the Lions 
tours.  

He also talked 
passionately about the 
game then and now. He is frustrated by the 
style of current Northern Hemisphere rugby 
- particularly the kicking game against the 
more open expansive Southern Hemisphere 
style, particularly the current All Blacks. He 
was clearly able to draw comparisons with the 
expansive style of the game that was played in 
the ‘70’s and particularly by the Welsh, Lions 
and the Barbarians. He expressed concern 
over the current issue with head injuries and 
the large number of players now taking legal 
action against World Rugby for failing to 
protect players and as a result those players 
are now suffering from CTE (Chronic Traumatic 
Encephalopathy) which is caused by repeated 
blows to the head. He also drew a comparison 
between his playing days and now with the 
players now having medics when he just had 
Elastoplast. 

As we met towards the end of 2023, he made 
reference to the 50th anniversary of the famous 
1973 Barbarians v All Blacks match played at 
the Cardiff Arms Park. The great atmosphere, 
the incredible spectacle but also that only 8 of 
the 15 that played that day were still alive to 
attend a reunion. Now sadly, that figure is just 
7 with the recent news of the passing of Welsh 
legend JPR Williams of whom Willie spoke very 
highly. 

He referenced the 1971 Lions tour of New 
Zealand, still the only side to win a series 
there. But it was the Lions series in SA which 
he captained in 1974 that clearly was his most 
memorable. 

It was memorable despite the challenges of 
Apartheid and all that brought, coupled with 
some players refusing to tour but it also meant 
meeting the physical challenges that the SA 
sides presented. This included violence on the 
pitch that included late tackles, dirty play and 
Lions players being targeted during some of the 
provincial games and in the Tests. Despite the 
South African physical advantage and having 

Willie John McBride CBE



SA referees for all the games, the Lions became 
known as “the Invincibles” and returned 
undefeated. Even the drawn final Test was 
controversial as a Lions winning “try” at the end 
was ruled out with a Lions player over the line. 

Famously Willie introduced the “99” call on the 
tour. Originally it was to be a “999” call but that 
was too slow to shout out. It meant that the 
Lions would act as one and fight unsporting 
behaviour with more of the same. He also 
explained how in the first games of the series 
he encouraged the pack and particularly the 
front row not to take a backward step! The 
Lions were to meet fire with fire and to adapt 
their style and collective endeavour to cope 
with the size advantage of the South Africans. 

He then talked about how the game has 
developed in the last 50 years - some for the 
better, potentially safer with greater emphasis 
on player welfare through development of 
the laws. I think though, my words not his, 
that his generation really did enjoy the no 
holds barred rucks, racking and mauls and 
occasional dust ups. 

Towards the end of our time together and with 
a plane to catch, I was curious that I couldn’t 
see any rugby memorabilia. So, I cautiously 
ask Willie where he kept all the many rugby 
mementos, “Oh just through here” he said. We 
both went to the room adjacent to the lounge 
where we had been sitting. Typical of the man 
there were quite a few team photos and a few 
shirts but considering his wealth of international 
appearances relatively very few!  

Anyway, I could have talked all night but all 
good things have to come to an end. He walked 
me to the door with pictures taken outside, 
there were handshakes, my hand being dwarfed 
by his and at my request a, man hug, reminding 
me just how big and powerful he still was even 
at the age of 83. Before I met this legend of 
rugby, I had decided he would be the perfect 
gentleman: tough, knowledgeable, interesting, 
thoughtful, and likeable. He was all of those and 
much more. 

If you have ever dreamt of meeting your 
sporting great as I now had just done, it was an 
honour, a great pleasure and privilege. Thank 
you, Willie John McBride CBE.

around the club    RICHARD EVANS
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01992 443 113
adlskips.co.uk

Domestic and Trade, Skips  
& Container Hire
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Behind the scenes
with the 1st XV...

SPONSORED BY

As part of the Club’s ethos 
‘to be a strong and successful 
rugby club united from Senior 
to Minis’, trusted and valued 
by our community BSRFC 
Head Coach Marcus Cattell 
along with Club captain 
James Ayrton and the rest of 
the 1st XV Squad, provide an 
insight for our Mini and Junior 
Members into what goes on 
behind the scenes as the 
players prepare for a National 
League 1 Match. 

M
ATCH DAY EXPERIENCE

The day kicks off with a Q&A 
in the 1st XV changing room, 
followed by training, games 
and warm-up sessions with 
the minis coaches and injured 
players. They then form the 
“Players Tunnel” alongside 
the “Blazers” to welcome 
both the opposition and the 
1st XV onto the pitch before 
the game. Their experience 
culminates with Post Match 
Photos alongside the Players.
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ADVERT - WESTBURY

01245 326510
westburyjoinery.com

Windows, Doors & Roof Lanterns
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