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INTRODUCING OUR NEeW CLUB

PRESIDENT: AL JONES

. & Alasdair 'Al' Jones has been
appointed Club President, his

second match day role for
the Club. His first was acting as a “human dinner
gong” announcing the start of the match day
lunch to the assembled supporters and guests. It
is fully expected that in his new role as President
he will be equally effective, but hopefully a little
quieter during the after-lunch speeches.

Al Jones, despite his Welsh surname, has strong
Scottish connections and DNA tests have happily
proved he has no Welsh blood. However, he does
have to support Scotland in International rugby
matches with England in honour of his father’s
origins in Stirlingshire. You also have to make
sure you get the correct Scottish spelling of
“Alasdair”.

Al was born and bred in Stortford and has been
involved at the Club since his children started
Under 6’s in 2007. Al's GP wife, Sara brought
the kids to their first session, after an appeal for
parent coaches, Sara volunteered Al.
Had she known what it would lead to,
she may not have done so! Al went on
to become the Mini’s fixture secretary,
continuing in this role even after his
children had dropped out of playing.

When Peter Curtis decided to stand
down as Vice-Chair of the Club in
2017, Colin Tilley talked Al into taking
over, serving as both Vice Chair and
Chairman of the Trading Company.
Just before Covid, Al's mother became
seriously ill and he had to step back
from club duties as he was her nearest
relative living locally, he needed to
spend more time looking after her.

In 2021 he rejoined the Trading
Company board, also becoming
involved in the revival of the club’s
Social Committee. No prizes for
guessing that he assisted Dave Macfie
in starting “Burns Night” at the Club.

Al is looking forward to succeeding
Len Lindop, the Club can expect a

different approach in the President’s role in
moving from Len to Al. Hopefully Al will not have
to deal with last season’s relegation concerns.
Len was never happier in the President role than
when he gave his last speech in his after-match
Twitter interview at the end of the Cinderford
game, when the threat of relegation had been
safely avoided. Al also realises that he will do well
to watch as many games at the Club as Len, who
regularly attended matches at all the levels and
age groups on Saturdays and Sundays.

Al admits he never played Rugby seriously. He
claims he had the very rare physical combination
of the body of a winger and the speed of a prop.
Since being appointed President for this season
however, he has a 100% winning record in the
pre-season First XV games. The home win over
Tonbridge Juddians and the great away win at
Cambridge. It is pretty certain these wins will get
a mention in his first after-lunch match address
for the Leicester Lions home match.
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(&) THE NEW BMW I5.

AT GROUP 1STANSTED BMW.

Introducing the first-ever all-electric BMW i5. Built for those who inspire. Featuring a modern,
progressive design, intuitive technology that connects every journey - including the Curved Display,
keeping you connected through touch, voice or gesture control. Experience statement BMW driving
dynamics, convenient charging solutions and an impressive range of up to 357 miles*.

Discover the joy of moving forward.

Visit our website or scan the QR Code to learn more.

Group 1Stansted BMW
Stansted Rd, Bishop's Stortford, CM23 2BT
01279 712800

*WLTP. Range figure was obtained after the battery had been fully charged. Shown for comparability purposes. May not reflect real-life driving results.




T0M COLEMAN: HEAD COACH

| would like to start by
e welcoming everyone back to
Silver Leys for what promises
to be an exciting opening
game of the season.

Pre season has gone very well and the players
have been working really hard on improving all
aspects of our game. We’ve had some really
testing fixtures which is what you want from pre
season, and we were able to learn a lot about the
group both on and off the field and we’ve seen
many positives so far and also a fair bit we can
improve on.

Naturally people cannot wait to draw a line
under pre season and make a start to the league
fixtures, but it’s been really important for our
development as a group to spend lots of time on
the training ground and get some good detail
into our sessions and get the cohesion between
the players right.

THE CORCHING STAFF

Today we face a tough opponent in Leicester
Lions who | have no doubt will be a stronger
team for overcoming their own struggles last
season. We certainly won’t be taking anything
for granted and the players understand fully the
challenge in front them.

Both teams I'm sure will have new signings
involved in their squads, which I'm sure
supporters of both sides will be very excited
about. It's very important to start the season
positively and we will be doing everything we
can to ensure that happens.

Thank you to all of our sponsors for being
incredibly supportive to the club and players and
| would also like to mention all of the volunteers
who have spent hours making sure the club is
ready to host league rugby again.

Enjoy the game.

To.

Left to right: Ryan Clarke, Cameron Boon, Tom Coleman, Rob Faiers, Jon Skelton, Ben Sheath.
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Industrial Network Cables i Fr

A LOCAL COMPANY WITH INTERNATIONAL REACH, SUPPORTING

BISHOP’S STORTFORD RFC

Our cables operate in some of the toughest environments within the
industry worldwide.

We design and manufacture cables to the highest performance levels
with third party verification, we are specified for use on the world’s
largest industrial projects.

No secret: Experience, common sense, plain speaking,

technical knowhow and the will to deliver.

www.belcom.co.uk

01279 871150
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Eliminate the stress and
[ ] . .
anxiety of everyday life,
anXIOus once and for all.
...but you don’t
understand why?

Together we’ll eliminate
these feelings and help
you create a lasting
and positive change.

feeling |
stuck

...you can’t shake off
unhelpful habits
or behaviours?

negative
thOughtS |

...feeling that you’re
not fulfilling
your potential?

L 4

Clinical
Solution Focused

on
Hy therapist &
SKelton ipnotherast

HPD, DSFH, MAFSH (reg), MNCH (reg)

Visit jonskelton.co.uk to book your FREE initial consultation




BSRFC FIRST XU GOUAD 2024/25

ALEX GILHAM

SPONSORED BY
Advanced Demolition

CALLUM COYNE

SPONSORED BY
Cottrill & Co Ltd
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CHRIS BOLTON

SPONSORED BY
GRS Group

¢ )

ALEX RAYMENT AUSTIN POPE BENJI FURRER

SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
Bit Solutions Wickman Group Palmer & Martin
almer/?,
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Hrre

bitsolutions

GAMERON MEECHAN CHARLIE BRIERS CHARLIE REYNOLDS-WEST
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
M Property Services JLG Construction HD Print

& Development
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CHRIS SMITH DAN COLE DAN POWELL

SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
Forward Pro84 Construction Ltd RC Boreham
Corporate Finance
FORWARD. B PRO84 RCB
R W C L DD



BSRFC FIRGT XU G0UAD 2024/25

DAVID HAYES FINN QUINN
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
Circadian FX Princeps Electronics
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HAMISH FERGUSON

SPONSORED BY
Russell Property

FRAIZER KIFF

SPONSORED BY
Hilton Coachworks

hiltoncoachworks

HARRY CHARTER

SPONSORED BY
Mantle Space Ltd

HARRISON LANGWORTHY

SPONSORED BY
Coleman’s Farm

)

IOAN PARRY

SPONSORED BY
Forefront Signs Nockolds Soicitors
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HOLECLDE

ISAAC BELL

SPONSORED BY

HARRY CLENSHAW HENRY PECK
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
Mr Barbers Westbury Garden
Rooms Ltd

WESTIFU Y

JACK BIARD JAKE MORRIS
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
Russell Property Club Stortford

s I



BSRFC FIRST XU GOUAD 2024/25

M~

JOSH STANNARD KAI PHILLIPS MICHAEL COOKE
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
Uplands Groundworks Menor Ltd Quantus Gallery Hanbury Wealth
and Landscaping
-_,-" B . . — N
L=} & HAMBLURY
UPLANDS MENOR sROVE WEALTH
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NICK HANKIN OLLIE JONES OLLIE MOFFITT REECE LANE

SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
Tees Smart Merchants Ltd Winged Boots Anglia Improvements
Limited
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SAM JOHNSON TOBY HILL TOBY TIERNEY TOM CHARTER
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
PRH Engineering Bit Solutions SB Civil Engineering Price Bailey
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@ -~ Price Bailey
. . u THARTINIO A LSENTENTR
PRH bitsolutions - i :
ENGINEERING LTD
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TOM MILLS TRISTAN SMITH VINCE YOUNG WILL ROGERS
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
Mortgage & Money Hammond John Skelton Sofa Design
Management Ltd Developments
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To become a BSRFC sponsor or
for more information contact
Julie North

Email: sponsorship@bsrfc.co.uk




WOMEN GAN ™~
PLAY RUGBY

Bishop's Stortford RFC Training every Tuesday
Silver Leys, CM23 2QE 7.30pm - 9pm

Mew players (18+) welcome, no experience necessary

Sponsarad by: Contaet us:

CHARTERHOUSE o (BSRFC Girds and Lades ) () @) @
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s . personalised, a
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recruitment o
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www.recruitability.co.uk

ReCFUltAblllt Tel: 01279 758 855
Proud sponsors of BSRFC y ﬁ g m



~ BISHOPS
~ STORTFORD /
-~ COLLEGE |

The Modern Face of
Independent Education

Bursaries available from Year 3
Sport scholarships available from Year 7



Next-door neighbour
Local dog walker

Mum on the school run
Rugby team member
We’re not estate agents.
We’re locals.

&7 "

BISHOP’S STANSTED
STORTFORD MOUNTFITCHET
rth Street, ~ Lower Street,

Bishop’s ford ansted Mountfitchet,

ertfordshire CM23 2 Essex CM24 8LP
01279 501 500 01279 957 555

RUSSELL

info@russellpp.co.uk PR o PERTY

russellpp.couk = LX<« satesconsuirancy tetrines



MITRES DEVELOPMENT SQUAD

completed their three, pre-
season matches which have
been the perfect run in to the
start of the league matches.

Our first fixture saw us face Welwyn first XV,
who welcomed us with a full squad of 24 players.
Unfortunately, we couldn’t match their numbers
and played with only 15, many of our squad
members having gone up to play with the blues.
Also, 5 of our boys that day, were 18yr olds
playing their first senior match.

For much of the match, the lead passed between
teams, but on the 76th minute, their final try took
the score to 30-26 in their favour.

A fantastic effort and | was delighted with the
new guys who stepped up. Much to work on, but
a performance to be proud of!

Our second game was an away trip to
Southwold, the transport for which was kindly
paid for by The Oval club.

Another excellent, spirited performance, saw
us come away victorious in some horrendous
conditions, and against a far bigger and more

experienced team. Great friendships were forged
on the trip, and as Charlie Dunsford always
taught me ‘a team that drinks well together, plays
well together!’.

That certainly was the case against Shelford on
the 3lst of August. However, after much liaising
with their coach in the run up to the game, where
both teams were attempting to get a full team of
U23’s, we agreed to ‘do whatever is necessary’

to fill the last few spaces to achieve 15v15. What

| hadn't counted on, was them recruiting several
players from Cambridge 2's!!

The team we faced were simply too strong, and
we went down by 4 tries.

The reality is, they were far better than most
teams will be in our league and the way the
boys conducted themselves, and improved week
on week has been fantastic. With an average
age during the 3 games of only 20.3, I'm really
excited for the coming season!

Our first league game is the 14th Sept at home
against the old neighbour, Hertford. Then we'll
really know how good our pre-season has been!!




‘ HANBURY

WEALTH

Looking after
your wealth as we
would our own

Simply put, our holistic
approach to financial planning
allows you freedom.

The freedom to live your life,
your way, with confidence

and purpose.

INVESTMENT PLANNING RETIREMENT PLANNING PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY

BISHOP'S STORTFORD NORWICH
01279 466 706 01603 628 686

Independent & award-winning
clientservices@hanburywealth.co.uk
¥ HanburyWealth o T T M
hanburywealth.co.uk

[1:
y
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Hanbury Wealth is a trading style of Hanbury Wealth Management Ltd. Which is authorised and regulated by the Finance Conduct Authority FCA number 757991.



TO0AY'S OPPONENTS

The Leicester Lions club

was formed as a result of an

amalgamation between two

tﬂltuuﬁzsn local clubs in 1998, being
Westleigh RFC (established in

1904) and Wigston RFC (established in 1946).

They gained promotion to the National League
structure from the Midlands Division in 2005
and survived their first season in National Two
North finishing twelfth, then playing another ten
seasons in National Two North before moving to
National Two South in the 2021-22 season. Their
highest league finish in National Two North had
been third on three occasions.

At the end of the 2021-2022 rugby season,
they were re-allocated from National Two
South to the new National Division Two
West. The Lions were then promoted
to National Division One that season
from the newly formed National Division
Two West. They won twenty-five of the
league games in the season with their
only defeat being 15-19 at home to Dings
Crusaders who finished second to the
Lions in the league. They made a lot of
trips that season from the English East
Midlands down to the West Country.

Last season Leicester Lions finished 12th
in National One with 54 points and 11
wins just two points below Stortford
in 11th with 56 points and 10 wins both
sides having been involved in the end
of season relegation battle. However,
Stortford did the double on the Lions
winning in November 2023 in our
first visit to Westleigh Park 29-36, in
March 2024 winning at home 39-12.
The Stortford home game was closer
than the final score suggests but it
was an important win for Stortford
after our infamous visit to Chinnor.
The Lions also beat Rams 26-24 at
home last October, a win over Rams
being something Stortford have not
achieved for some time.

Notable former Lions who were
also former Westleigh and Wigston
players include England World

Cup winning captain Martin Johnson, England
lock Louis Deacon, Tigers back-rower Brett
Deacon and Gloucester/ England centre, Billy
Twelvetrees.

The Lions have the full complement of senior,
colts, juniors and minis plus of course a Ladies
side.

Their home ground is at Westleigh Park in Blaby,

South of the City of Leicester - and as the world's
greatest band, Half Man Half Biscuit have pointed
out - "Blaby’s in Leicestershire!"

Ethan Godefr
(Captain) o



BSRFC
JOCA

What is JOCA?

JOCA was formed by
Welwyn RFC after the
passing of a couple of their
members and something
we are adopting after
suffering our very sad and
similar losses.

Every minute in the world,
over 80 people die by

suicide. That’s over 80 sons,
daughters, husbands, wives, brothers, sisters,
fathers and mothers for every 80 minute game of rugby.

Partnering with JOCA (which stands for Just One Click Away) and
Govox, BSRFC aims to destigmatize mental health & create awareness
among our members to allow conversation without prejudice and in
confidentiality.

Collectively as a community club, if we can support our wellbeing it
may just save a life.

BSRFC has adopted this initiative with an internal volunteer welfare
team of 5 “mental health first aiders” created to make this live and
promote it as part of our one club ethos.

JOCA BSRFC is a platform to signpost anyone who needs advice

or support to local professional services with a service directory in
one place covering everything from addictions to terminal iliness and
everything in between.

This site will also have contact details to the Bishop's Stortford welfare
team who will be available to offer support, guidance and a
friendly ear should it be needed.

www.jocarugby.co.uk

20
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RAVEL MAMGE&ENT

\ Z PERSONAL TRAVEL MANAGERS WITH
%  MINIMUM 10 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
%Vé OUT OF HOURS CONTACT

We believe in building personal relationships with

our clients so you deal direct with one of our highly \ 2 NO HIDDEN FEES, QUOTATION COSTS
experienced personal travel managers. Y.)F’ OR ADMIN CHARGES

Winged Boots ensure you will always receive a §é PREFERENTIAL RATES AND UPGRADES
premium travel service that is unique to you. W FROM OUR TRAVEL PARTNERS

(Y

0203 816 0985 WWW.WINGEDBOOTS.CO.UK '-Dmvewrus( & | doorediod

SRessAssociation IATA Agent



NOCKOLDS

PROUD SPONSORS OF

Bishop's Stortford Rugby
Football Club

We all need legal advice at some stage in our lives, whether that is for our
business, ourselves or families. Nockolds has dedicated legal experts who focus
on providing advice for you and your business.

Visit us Talk to us
www.nockolds.co.uk 0345 646 0406







Do you heed a

VIP CHAUFFEUR
driven car in London?

Cousins Chauffeurs
are a high end
chauffeur company.
Our vehicles include;
E, S and V-Class
Mercedes, BMW i7,
Range Rovers,
Bentleys and

Rolls Royce.

Based in Bishop’s
Stortford, we work
throughout the UK,
most European
countries and the USA.

n /Cousinschauffeurservies

m /paul-cousins-51241198/

/cousinschauffeur/

ecousu\ls CHAUFFEURS

call: 07414 202 402 \ email: info@cousinschauffeurs.co.uk
web: www.cousinschauffeurs.co.uk

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF BISHOP’S STORTFORD RFC



Welcome to BSRFC
Women’s coaching

Meet the coaching team:

HEAD COACH: Kyle McDonald

Kyle has recently joined us from Epping Upper
Clapton, where he led them to NC1in an almost
undefeated 2023/24.

“The team’s
commitment this
pre-season has been
outstanding from the
start. Carly returned
to lead some S&C
sessions, which set

a strong tone with
great participation
and energy. What
truly stands out is
how the players -
both returning and new - have embraced the
adjustments we’ve made with such positive
attitude and adaptability. We’ve built on last
year’s progress and the improvement is evident
in our structured play during conditioned games,
both attack and defence. I'm really looking
forward to seeing this amazing team continue to
grow and develop.”

ASSISTANT COACH:
Tom Brady

Despite announcing
that he was stepping
down from coaching
at the end of last
season, Brady soon
decided that was the
wrong decision and
will still be involved in
the team.

“This season I'm
really looking forward to building on last year’s
performance and getting bigger crowds to come
and support the team”.

i ASSISTANT COACH:
Dave Walker

Dave is no stranger
to coaching the
BSRFC Women’s
team. Mainly working
with the forwards,
Dave will be further
building the pack

so they continue

to dominate their
notorious scrums.

“Having been involved with the team since it
pretty much started, we’ve gone from having

a small number of players with previous rugby
experience, to having a solid core of quite
experienced players. It’s great to see we're still
attracting players to the game, which is good for
community rugby and means the club can offer
something for everyone.”

ASSISTANT COACH:
Imogen Spanton

A long-time player

in the team, Imogen
will take on the
challenge of coaching
her teammates whilst
recovering from
injury - welcome to
the coaching team,
Spants!

“Being asked to

make the transition from player to coach this
season not only allows me to develop my own
coaching skills, but ensures I'll be even more
involved during recovery. It’s an opportunity I'm
so grateful for, and even though my role will be
on the sidelines, | couldn’t be more excited for
the season ahead.”

Fancy giving the game a go?

Thinking of trying something new and joining
the women’s team? We welcome women of all

abilities and fitness levels! If you’d like a three-
session trial period, get in touch with team
manager, Kate Hawkins, or drop us a message
on Instagram @bsrfcwomen.




EE Price Bailey

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

SUPPORTING YOU
AND YOUR BUSINESS

TO GET OVER THE LINE

Price Bailey
Accountants, auditors and advisors

Get in touch to see how we can
work with you:

Tom Meeks
: Partner
& 1 ¥ T:+44(0)1279712 719

E: tom.meeks@pricebailey.co.uk

Tony Pennison
Partner

T: +44(0)1279 712 716
E: tonyp@pricebailey.co.uk

The right advice for life 5
X @Price_Bailey 5 Apprenticeships 50 |-50

@ Price Bailey

Price Bailey LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales, number OC307551. The
registered office is Causeway House, 1 Dane Street, Bishop's Stortford, Herts, CM23 3BT, where a list of
members is kept. Price Bailey LLP is registered to carry out audit work in the UK and regulated for a range of
investment business activities by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales priceba iIey.CO. uk
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Talk to us now about KORU membership and what we can do for you.

Classes, personal training or specialist training
for those seeking serious results.

Check out our website or drop in for a chat.

Peek Business Park, Woodside, Bishops Stortford, CM23 5RG
T: 01279 506487 E: team@korugym.com

www.korugym.com £ 1GER 4



& CHARTERHOUSE WWW.cvdgroup.com



PPLANDS

Groundworks & Landscaping

CREATING THE PERFECT OUTDOOR LIVING
SPACE FOR YOU & YOUR FAMILY

Driveways ¢ Landscaping ¢ Patios < Paving
Decking « Groundworks « Fencing « Garden Rooms

Contact us for a free quote

0800 368 9100

www.uglltd.co.uk

Chekatrade com



FORWARD.

Corporate Finance

//

Proud sponsors of
Bishop’s Stortford RFC

Helping you complete

Business Management Business
acquisitions buy outs sales

Independent corporate finance,
consulting and private equity services
for East Anglia and the South East.

forwardcf.co.uk
T: 01279 215559 E: hello@forwardcf.co.uk
Thremhall Park, Start Hill, Bishop's Stortford CM22 7WE



ponsor of BSRFC

Tees

Alongside you
at the heart of the
community

The Better Future Fund has been set Find out more here:

up by Tees to offer grants up to £5,000 E H'}E

for projects that support learning and =l
Tees education and promoting good health LA

and wellbeing in our local
communities of Hertfordshire,
Cambridgeshire and Essex.

Call us on 01279 704124 www.teeslaw.com

Tees is a trading name of Stanley Tee LLP regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. Registered in England and Wales number
0OCB327874. Tees is a trading name of Tees Financial Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Registered in England and Wales number 4342506.



NATIONAL 1: RESULTS, FIXTURES, TABLE

Fixtures for 7th September 2024

HOME TEAM AWAY TEAM

Blackheath S Richmond
Rotherham 'S Rosslyn Park
Rams S Darlington Mowden Park
Sedgley Park 'S Esher
Plymouth Albion 'S Sale FC
Birmingham Moseley Vs Dings Crusaders
Bishop's Stortford Vs Leicester Lions

Fixtures for 14th September 2024

Rosslyn Park S Richmond
Leicester Lions S Birmingham Moseley
Dings Crusaders 'S Plymouth Albion
Sale FC 'S Sedgley Park
Esher Vs Rams
Darlington Mowden park 'S Rotherham
Bishop's Stortford Vs Blackheath

NATIONAL LEAGUE 1 TABLE

Team LBP | Points
Esher 0
Blackheath
Plymouth Albion
Sale FC

Birmingham Moseley
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Rosslyn Park

Bishop's Stortford
Leicester Lions
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|5HOP'S STORTFORD

LUE AND WHITE

1 Toby Hill

2 Alex Rayment

3 Henry Peck

4 Hamish Ferguson

5 Frazier Kiff

6 Harrison Langworthy

7 Ollie Jones

8 Will Rogers (c)

9 Chris Bolton

10 Mike Cooke

T Chris Smith

12 Austin Pope

13 Jack Biard

14 Josh Stannard

15 Nick Hankin
REPLACEMENTS

16 Isaac Bell

17 Tristan Smith

18 Harry Charter

19 Charlie Briers

20 Dan Powell

34

Head Coach:
Tom Coleman

Forwards Coaches:
Cameron Boon

Defence Coach &
Blues Head Coach
lan Simpson

Scrum & Throwing Coach:
Rob Faiers

Head Strength &
Conditioning:
Ben Sheath

Lead Medical:
Ryan Clarke

Head Physio:
Ryan Clark

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR BAR
LICENCE FORBIDS THE TAKING
OF GLASSES AND GLASS
BOTTLES ONTO THE FIELD.

REUSABLE, RIGID PLASTIC
GLASSES ARE AVAILABLE AT
THE BAR.

PLEASE ASK FOR ONE IF YOU
INTEND TO TAKE YOUR DRINK
OUTSIDE.

MATCH DAY SPONSORS

.O.‘.OO..

RecruitAbility

MAN OF THE MATCH
SPONSORS




LEICESTER LIDN&

PURPLE AND BLACK

LIONS

1  Will Roberts

2 Arthur Allen

3 Aaron Dawson (c)
4 Ben Cornwall

5 Ben Almond

6 Cam De Beer

7 Harry Palmer

8 Joey Britton

9 Jonny Weimann

Head Coach/DOR
Gareth Collins
Forwards Coach
George Richardson
Assistant Coaches
Chris McAuley
Sam Lockwood
Lead Therapist
Max Molyneaux
Assistant Therapist
Holly Carver
Kit/Social Media
George Lynch

REFEREE:
10 Luke Bouchier Jamie Parr

1 Jake Sterland ASSISTANT REFEREE 1:
12 Charlie Davies Jack Sutton

13 Aaron Pope iiﬂic,'\‘;zg: REE2
14 George Pearson

15 Joe Brock (vo)

REPLACEMENTS

16 Liam Burrows

17 Chris Romano

18 Kieran Payne

19 Mack Welsh

20 Jack Edwards

35




THE UK'S LARGEST MANUFACTURER
WE GUARANTEE YOUR VEHICLE BACK TO

Audi

Approved Accident
Repair Centre

SEAT

Approved Accident
Repair Centre

JLR Mercedes-Benz

BENTLEY

SKODA — — Volkswagen
Approved Accident T p—rt 5 I— m Approved Accident
Repair Centre Repair Centre

IF YOU HAVE HAD AN ACCIDENT PLEASE CONTACT US ON:
01279 757060 OR HILTONACCIDENTREPAIR.CO.UK



PRE-GERG0N ROUND UP

2 Pre-season matches have gone
pretty much as well as could
have been hoped for - barring,
almost inevitably, a couple of
' disappointing injuries.

The squad, made up mostly of players retained
from last season, but bolstered by some key
new recruits, settled fairly quickly and, after an
initial half hour of slight ring- rustiness in the
first game against Tonbridge Juddians, came
through strongly to win by 63-21against a very
competitive opposition. Chris Smith and Alex
Rayment both scored two tries, with further
touchdowns from Will Rogers, Isaac Bell, Alex
Gilham, Charlie Briers and Blues' Skipper, Reece
Lane - possibly the most popular score of the
game! All 9 tries were converted by flyhalves,
Mike Cooke and David Hayes.

The second game, away at Championship side,
Cambridge represented a clear step up, but

Stortford proved equal to the task, squeezing
home 19-21, with a late try from Chris Bolton,
adding to earlier ones from Jack Biard and
Harrison Langworthy to seal an excellent victory.
Once again, kicking from the tee was perfect. A
young Blues side, also played Cambridge and
had a tougher battle, losing 39- 0, but gave

a good account of themselves, despite being
heavily outgunned in the pack.

The final preseason match again saw the Blues in
action - this time under lights at Shelford Firsts.
Boosted by a couple of older First Team heads,
needing game time, they played extremely well,
notably putting the home side's dangerous
runners under pressure time and again with an
aggressive rush defence. Final scoreline was

12- 17 with Charlie Briers showing quick reactions
and feet to score 2 first half tries and Tristan
Smith sealing the win with his touchdown from a
driving maul in the second period.
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MJ Warner Volkswagen

Your trusted local Volkswagen retailer since 1980

...AND PROUD SPONSORS OF

Bishop's Stortford Rugby Club

——— Sales
l Servicing
Accident repairs

M J Warner Volkswagen

Hare Street, Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 OEA

Telephone: 01763 289 472
@ www.mjwarner.co.uk



ACE OF FADES Ao

BSRFC PLAYERS & MEMBERS 20%
Discount on all services with

- Riley Coyne

> London School of Barbering
Qualified

A FEW OF OUR SERVICES:

CUT & SKIN FADE
SHAVE AND CUT
KIDS CUTS

BEARD TRIM
GENTLEMEN CUTS
& MANY MORE

CALL TO BOOK
01279 503079

80 South St, Bishop's
Stortford CM23 3BG



kmd

PRIVATE WEALTH MANAGEMENT

We help private clients
& business owners
get financially organised

STANSTED CAMBRIDGE LONDON

01279 647 663 01223 750100 020 3778 1100

KMD Private Wealth Management Ltd.
kmdpwm.co.uk

KMD Private Wealth Management Ltd is authorised
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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STEEL BUILD MASTERS

‘Speclions Uial busy

Premium Steel Framed Buildings
Custom Designed | Erected by Experts

0800 368 9100 |
www.steelbuildmasters.co.uk

We provide solutions for industrial, commercial, and domestic projects.
Riso catering to specialised market sectors such as automotive, aviation, marine,
equestrian, Sports, renewable energy and education.




THE MINI

ELECTRIC.

ELECTRIFYING ADVENTURES AWAIT.

More torque, more action and more fun than ever before. The MINI Electric delivers the same
feel-good joy as the Hatch is famous for, with all the excitement and efficiency of being a fully
electric car.

With every last detail thought about, the MINI Electric offers innovative technology,
unmatched comfort and practical touches for every journey.

Once you feel MINI Electric, you won’t want to go back.
Make the switch today.

Get in touch with Group 1 Stansted MINI to find out more.
Group 1 Stansted MINI

Stansted Road, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire, CM23 2BT
01279 712880

MINI ELECTRIC. C



B=YOND ART

WELCOME TO QUANTUS GALLERY
WHERE ART FINDS ITS VOICE.

f O,
@

DISCOVER QUR FINE ART LIMITED EDITION
PRINTS AT QUANTUSGALLERY.COM

O}
L
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The game changer

We have the expertise and knowledge
to tackle your IT needs.

¥

?%) bitsolutions

0333577 2833 | hello@bitsolutions.net | bitsolutions.net

Proud supporter of Bishop's Stortford Rugby Club



IN THE SPOTLIGHT: OLLIE JOTES

In recent
| S€asons it has

¢ been traditional
"\ to start the
player profile
article in the first programme
of the new season with the club
Captain. However, this season
there are strong reasons to break
with tradition, Ollie Jones will be
making his hundredth appearance
for the Ist XV in the first game
of the season. This is a major
milestone for Ollie and with his
appointment as one of the Vice Captains, the
programme editorial staff are sure that Will
Rogers, the new Club Captain will cede the first
player profile to Ollie

Ollie’s first appearances for the Ist XV were in
2016/2017 National Two season when the club
won promotion to National One that season. Ollie
featured in just four games that season with three
appearances off the bench and one away start at
number 8 against London Irish Wild Geese. Only
one other player from the 2016/2017 promotion
side is still playing for the 1st XV, he also now

has over 100 appearances having achieved

that record last season. (The serious Stortford
supporters should be able to name this player).

Ollie featured in 21 games during the first season
in National One (11 starts and 10 appearances off
the bench). Ollie
was then still at
the tender age of
23 for a back row
forward in National
One. In the
seasons 2018/2019
and 2019/2020

he featured in just
9 games all off

the bench with

his appearances
being limited by
several strong
back row forwards
then available for
selection at the
club.
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after the aborted Covid season, he made a total
of 65 appearances, 23 of those appearances last
season of which just one being off the bench,
reflecting his now firmly established back row
status at Stortford.

Ollie has played in all three back row spots for
Stortford, usually in the number 18 role on the
bench where he can cover all three backrow
positions. His preference is for the number 6 role
as he regards his defence and tackling to be his
main strengths. In the last couple of seasons, he
has also been used successfully as a “back of
the lineout jumper” getting fast lineout ball for
attacking plays.

He scored a memorable try against Chinnor on
Ladies Day back in April 2022 (John Allanson’s
write-up of the try is a classic and this match
report is available on the website). The try was
set-up by an outstanding reverse flick pass by
Tom Lewis which John claims fooled most of the
spectators as well as Chinnor and it even nearly
fooled Ollie. It reflects well on Ollie’s typical play
for Stortford that he was backing up as always
and was alert enough to hang onto the pass and
score.

Ollie’s appointment as one of the Vice Captains
this season is in recognition of the contribution
that he has made to Stortford rugby all through
the age groups and also the example that his
whole hearted style of play on the field makes to
the team in Division One rugby.

Ollie has been sponsored by Smart Merchants
for the last three seasons and will be sponsored
again by them for this season.



A vibrant community...

of residential and commercial tenants
in a live work heritage complex in the
heart of Bishop's Stortford next to the
train station, a brilliant location for
office and apartment living.

Commercial spaces to rent from
small office pods to blue chip client
spaces.

Stunning loft style apartments with
on site retail, food and services.

Join our happy community.

MILLARS www.millarsmaltings.co.uk

GROUP 01279 658 301 - 07850 887 777



CLUB STORTFORD

Did you know Club Stortford has raised
4 d over £467,000 to help the 1st XV team

over the last twelve seasons? Now in
our 13th season, it’s hard to believe we started
as a small working party to support the squad
after our promotion to National League Rugby in
2013/14. It was the brainchild of Charlie Dunsford,
Russell Cattell and others from the
club. Many members have worked
tirelessly both at the forefront and
behind the scenes throughout the last
13 years and we want that to continue.
At our recent AGM Charlie Dunsford
and Jamie Baker were duly elected to

take up the ongoing challenge as the cs
New President and New Secretary.

Club Stortford works closely with the 1st We continue to be on the hunt for new members
XV coaching team to provide funding for who can help us to broaden the extent of our
expenditure beyond the resources of the main support for the squad. Both individual and

club and our Mission Statement remains a corporate membership options are available,
simple one; and come with exclusive Club Stortford ties, 2 x

Club Stortford pre-match lunches, match reports
after each league game and other perks like
access to Six Nations and Autumn Internationals
tickets. There will also be regular updates for Club

¢ To ensure BSRFC continues our journey in
National 1s League Rugby - this includes the
st & Blues as one squad

¢ To cultivate new homegrown talent Stortford Members from Tom Coleman, our new
throughout the club drawing from the - minis-  head coach. Alongside this, you'll get discounts
youth - colts - development squad. to local restaurants like Zara. Get in touch with

our secretary Jamie Baker on 07922 422 489 for
more information or to join.
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FILEXIE
BRA

JPPOR

Proud sponsors
of Bishop's
Stortford RFC

Flexible work space in Bishop’s Stortford

Thremhall Park is one of our many locations that offer
vibrant and contemporary work spaces to support your
business growth. With flexible solutions available, get in
touch to find out how we can help your business thrive.

OFFICE | CO-WORKING | HOME-FLEXI

M SPACE
THAT
WORKS

mantlespace.co.uk

| VIRTUAL | MEETING




NNECT

PROUD SPONSORS OF BISHOP'S STORTFORD RUGBY CLUB

At Connect we believe in developing the potential
of our people through training and we are
committed to ensuring that our Scaffolders are
among the best in the industry.

To find out more about our apprenticeship scheme
and NVQ Construction Diploma Scaffolding email us
at

[ " I )
I- WORK OUTDOORS & : l
‘ L

oW

N IT777 T L o [
- : - ' -~ "« LEARN E N

PRACTICAL SKILLS

* GAIN
QUALIFICATIONS

o BE PART OF A
GREAT TEAM

DA &>

SAFER EASIER QUICKER BETTER CONNECTED
controlling risks, making sharing ideas for smarter saving time through continual working as a team to deliver
health and safety our priority working delivering improvement and good great customer service
innovative solutions communication

01279 757 113 | www.connectscaffolding.co.uk




“Together we are Stronger” g Proud sponsors of BSRFC

Systemone' ~Boardmans

SIMPLE OFFICE SOLUTIONS OFFICE SOLUTIONS

www.systemone.co.uk | Local Business | 01279 602700 | www.boardmans.biz

Propel your business into the New Season!

Find out how we can help reduce costs in your office and make life easier for you and your staff
with increased productivity and profit!

Following our acquisition of Boardmans everything for your office is under one roof!

We are now your One stop shop for all your office needs!

System One Ltd Boardmans Office Solutions
e Photocopiers & Printers e Furniture
@ Follow Me Print Solutions Software o Stationery, Paper
e Document management Software e Photocopiers & Printers
Market Leaders

Canon RICOH Ii’Eu:uE:ri.'.':utr'l ControlSuite-

Get in touch now to find out more...
Email: info@systemone.co.uk

01279 602700




THE

THE OUAL CLUB

OVAL
CLUB

The Oval Club was formed in 1998 by some Bishop’s
Stortford Rugby Football Club members who wanted

to find a way of raising funds to improve the playing facilities of the

Club with the mission statement:

'"To contribute towards promoting the highest possible standard
of rugby throughout Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Football Club’

The Oval Club is an autonomous body and
entirely independent of the Rugby Club's
operations. None of the Committee members
hold a position or appointment in the Rugby
Club's infrastructure. The Oval Club does not
seek to influence decisions of the Rugby Club.
It responds to requests for financial assistance
for projects which have been approved by the
Rugby Club's Executive Committee and which
fall within its mission statement.

Funds are raised by monthly contributions
from the Members two thirds of which are set
aside for Rugby Club projects with the other
third reserved for social events for Members.

To date The Oval Club has raised over a quarter
of a million pounds with the Rugby Club
receiving more than £200,000.

The Oval Club makes contributions to the
Rugby Club for one off projects which

are of long term value and not part of on-
going budget requirements. Often these
contributions have been made to the Club
to enable it to secure grants from the Rugby
Football Union and other sources.

So far, major contributions have been made
towards the cost of:

Flood lighting the main pitch,
Floodlighting the back field pitches,
Pitch repair and maintenance,
Improvement of the playing surfaces,
including the purchase of a verti-drainer,
Drainage of the back field pitches,
Rabbit fencing,
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Replacement of goal posts,

Refurbishing the changing room showers,
Purchase of physiotherapy equipment,
Playing equipment and travel costs for all
teams,

Supporting youth and mini through tours,
kit and additional playing facilities,
Junior coaching courses.

On the social side there are annual Members’
events. Currently these are:

o A self-supporting golf day at one of the
local golf clubs,

e An Annual Dinner and Forum,

e First team home and away lunches.

Through its contributions The Oval Club plays
a considerable part in helping the Rugby Club
enhance its playing related facilities for the
use of all sections and members of the Club,
including Senior Sides, Ladies & Girls, Colts,
Youth, Mini and Touch Rugby

Anyone who is interested in joining
The Oval Club should contact a
member of the Committee below.
THE OVAL CLUB COMMITTEE:

Robbie Kerr - Chairman

Steven Wasley - Secretary
John Power - Treasurer
John Robinson

Mark Caulfield

Mark Smith

NOVEMBER 2023



Keen to discuss your needs
Here’s my mobile number
A drink in the pub

Just popping in to say hi
We’re not estate agents.
We’re friends.

BISHOP’S STANSTED

STORTFORD MOUNTFITCHET
11 North Street, Lower Street,
Bishop’s Stortford, Stansted Mountfitchet,
Hertfordshire CM23 2LD Essex CM24 8LP
01279 501 500 01279 957 555
RUSSELL
info@russellpp.co.uk PR o PERTY
russellpp.couk = LX<« satesconsuirancy tetrines



We are Fuse Security - a Bishop’s
Stortford based Security System
Installer, providing high quality
services at affordable prices.

We offer different products and
services ranging from CCTYV,
Intruder Alarm and Access
Control.

We put your needs first, and we
charge pocket-friendly prices for
our products and services.

Fuse Security

PROTECTING WHAT MATTERS

e ° ~ACCESS CONTROL

P -
 (Fuzesscu - INTRUDER ALARMS
01279 B972ITO . CCT\/

* SECURITY LIGHTING

Call our office or email us to learn
more about Fuse Security:

t: 01279 897270
e: Info@fusesecurity.co.uk
w: www.fuse-security.com

Fuse Security are
proud supporters of

Bishop’s Stortford
Rugby Club
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Cammas Hall
Fruit Faxm +Tea. Bonn + Foum Shop

A great day out jor all the fomily!

Pick-Your-Own* & freshly ready-picked produce:
Strawberries - Gooseberries - Raspberries - Cherries
Blackberries - Blackcurrants - Sweetcorn - Blueberries
Sunflowers - Pumpkins...

Tea Barn: great coffee and homemade food
Children’s Play Area
Footgolf

Farm Shop: the best local produce including honey &
jam from the farm

Nature Trail
Maize Maze (August to October)

Seasonal Events

Hatfield Broad Oak *Pre-book for PYO online at
CM22 71T cammashall.co.uk




HANCOCKS

DRAINAGE & BUILDING SUPPLIES

Trading Over 25 Years

www.hancocks-building-supplies.co.uk

Fulfilling all your building material requirements
with the highest service and competitive prices.

NEXT DAY
DELIVERY

OPEN UP A
OPEN TO TRADE CASH
TRADE & DIY ACCOUNT TO
UNLOCK EXTRA
Monday to Friday
7:00am to 5:00pm DISCOUNTS

M Aboveground Drainage Saturday
8:00am to 12:00 noon

M Underground Drainage
Sunday - Closed

M Dry Lining & Plastering

Tel: 01279 656600 - |
Unit 6, Birchanger Industrial Estate

Email: info@hancocks-building-supplies.co.uk Stansted Road, Bishop’s Stortford
Herts, CM23 2TH
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Aristocrat
blaze was
accidental,
says senior

fir officer NS
:

Paul Winsp
paulwinspear@stortiordindie.co.uk

Afireat the vacant former Aristocra
fashion shop in Bishop’s Stortiond
started Jecidentally, asenior fire
officer has said,

More oo 30t firefighiers were sent

a fire affecting the loft space and

internal *walls, and

orked for aro
half to fight the fire rmm the inside

and outside of the build

i ke to thanl our colleagues at
E:

lastWw
building The Chantry in Hadham
Road, humcunuuarher this summer

Of the high-end women's and men's
clothing retaj 1
Herts Fire and Rescue Service was

calledat 12.41pm, The first of:
engines arrived
i

for send!ng two fire engines from
Harlow to help us tauk((- this fire

The Indieundersians thefire was
caused by workmen preparing the
buildingforanew tenant toopen theiy.
business later this month, but tha s
fikely to have o be put

n the. IndxestcsvbOok page, Dada
cafecustomere}LnKenny;ald “We

Polce Cloned Hod dham  Road
between its junctions with Bells Hil]
and with the Northgate End/Link
Ruamamcngms,aswenaschewhule
of North Strees

Assisant Chiar Fire
Barber told the Indie: “Crews located

the guys workmg inside said they

Bishops Stortford

Independent

September 4 - September10, 2024

shoum Hadham Ros

under new ownership after amost
roura»cades in the town. It had debts

totalling gp;
Brother ot sister  founders
Taylor and  Janet

L which has 10 shops
stretchingfrom Lincoln toSurrey, My
Tookman 1 also a director of Robert
Goddard L

Tavrence. and JaneA told the Indie
i mid-July that news of the
company’s demise had come a. a
“total shack”.

The siblings started Aristocrat in
1976 in  Chingford, where _they

framesand it caught o
Holes peared in the tled raof of

they y employed 16 taft
oved into The Chantry in

o' nd hod second store in

Florence Walk, during which time

the left-hand side of the building,
through o d.
i e summer, Aristocrat

went into voluntary ' liquidation

Thl'y decided 1o sell because they
werelooking to scale back and retire.

Picture: Wil Alderton, 1. Media

www.bishopsstortfordindependent.co.uk

Est.2017 | Publication day Wednesday | 01279 216 515

B rusT Local

“|LIFFE MEDIA




fishnchickn

One taste and youll be hooked..

Scrummy fish & chips for all the family!

Order award-winning post-rugby food your way!

OO0

Click & Home Party
Collect Delivery Orders

Place your orders in-store or through Click &
Collect/ Home Delivery using our app or website:

See you after the game!
B THORLEY GENTRE, BISHOPS STORTFORD, HERTS, CM23 4EG. 01279 466283




STURT™ BLINDS

INDIVIDUAL STYLE

YOUR LOCAL BLIND AND SHUTTER SUPPLIER

BLINDS | SHUTTERS | AWNINGS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

www.stortblinds.co.uk | Tel:01279 504121




EXCELSIOR KITCHENS

QUALITY | EXPERIENCE || SERVICE

K

Established in 2000, Excelsior Kitchens are one of the leading fitted kitchen specialists in East Anglia, the

South and London. With a wide range of materials, colours and styles, we can find a solution for all projects,
budgets and locations. Our experienced designers can offer expert advice and a professional service.

EXCELSIORKITCHENS.COM

3 Takeley Business Centre, Dunmow Road, Takeley, Essex, CM22 6SJ - T 01279 870700



This week we
feature some of
club photographer
Vikki Lince's
favourite shots
from the last

few seasons...

G0ME OF DIKKI'S FAUOURITES




GREEMNE KING

RESPONSIBLY

WWW.ENJOYRESPONSIBLY.CO.UK




AROUND THE CLUB

e spectator interest is looking
at the new signings for the
season and trying to gauge
how the side will do in the coming season.

However, it is noticeable that at the end of

the summer the Ist XV pitch always looks

great thanks to Garson’s professionalism, it is
complemented by how neat and tidy the rest of
the ground and clubhouse look in preparation for
the new season.

This does not occur by accident. There are
normally two annual summer volunteer working
party days for painting and cleaning duties of
both the ground and the clubhouse. There will
always be wear and tear during the season so it
is only the pre-season home games and the first
September home games that this “maintenance”
work can be fully appreciated before the full
season and British winter weather starts to take
effect on the ground and clubhouse appearance.

John Allanson has acted for many years now as
the volunteer co-ordinator for the summer work
parties. The regular volunteers are Tony and Suzi
Rea, Karl and Sally Winter, Dave Walker, Paul
Richardson, Peter Douglas, Peter Cross and Kate
Hawkins, lately they have been joined by Becky
and Martin Tompsett, Simon Wilson, John Ramus,
Liam Love, Paul Simpson and Hugo Richardson.
However, as the saying goes “you can never have

_———'—'—_.'

enough volunteers” so anyone else answering
next summer’s call will be warmly welcomed.
(Please email John Allanson allansonjohn19@
gmail.com if you can spare some time)

Obviously, there is still lots of tidying up work
and regular maintenance work that has to be
done through the season itself, again almost all
of it by volunteers. John again oversees all of
this, recently greatly helped by Mark Caufield.
Monday mornings through the season are the big
“clear-up” however, there are always “little jobs”
cropping up.

The Club does employ professionals for pitch
maintenance, plumbing, electrics and structural
work but any other tidying up work is completed
entirely by volunteers. This ranges from emptying
bins, installing and removing advertising boards
to clearing gutters and replacing broken toilet
seats and always much shifting of furniture.

As the Cub continues to grow, the need for
volunteer helpers can only increase.

The Director of Rugby role does obviously not
usually cover clubhouse painting and decorating.
However, several years ago, after serving on

a summer working party helping with the
painting of the clubhouse lobby, Andy Long was
observed a few weeks later berating a hapless
youngster for rubbing mud on “his” wall. His
comment to John Allanson was “It is surprising
how you notice things that impact the jobs
you've done”.

] - |I r
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FIREWDRKS DIS i

SATURDAY 2ND NOVEMBER 20
GATES OPEN AT 5PM  FIREWORKS AT 7PM

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS £8
. FAMILY TICKETS [2 ADULTS + 2 CHILOREN] £21
W ADDITIONAL CHILD TICKETS £5
<= FOR TICKETS PLEASE SCAN THE OR CODE
% NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD
i ON THE GATE ON THE NIGHT
G

-///;_._— Sponsored by
‘ HANBURY

WEALTH




MATCH DAY EXPERIENCE

% Behind the scenes
€ with the Ist XV.

As part of the Club’s ethos ‘to be a strong and - .
successful rugby club united from Senior to
Minis’, trusted and valued by our community
BSRFC Head Coach Tom Coleman along with
Club captain Will Rodgers and the rest of the
1st XV Squad, provide an insight for our Mini
and Junior Members into what goes on behind
the scenes as the players prepare for a National
League 1 Match.

The day kicks off with a Q&A in the 1st XV
changing room, followed by training, games
and warm-up sessions with the minis coaches
and injured players. They then form the “Players
Tunnel” alongside the “Blazers” to welcome both
the opposition and the 1st XV onto the pitch
before the game. Their experience culminates
with Post Match Photos alongside the Players.

SPONSORED BY

JRUSSELL
PROPERIY
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OPENING HOURS:

Wednesdays 7pm - 9pm

Saturdays
(when there is a 1st XV home match)
12pm - 3pm

Sundays 9am - Tom

ONLINE 24/7

www.bsrfcshop.co.uk
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WESTBURY

WINDOWS & JOINERY



