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[t’s always good to
know which way the
wind is blowing.

Whether personal or business, Tees merges
legal and financial expertise to give you
comprehensive support for clearer decisions.

Giving you the full picture

teeslaw.com
0800 013 1165
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FROM THE PRESIDENT:

AL JONES

A year ago, | started my programme notes
reflecting on the end of my first season in this
role with the phrase “Well, that has flown by”.
What was true at the end of my first season as
President remains true as my term comes to an
end. | find myself, in what those who know me is
very unusual, a little lost for words. What seems
most appropriate is simply ‘Thank You'.

Thank you all for your support of the team, the
Club, and me personally. I've thoroughly enjoyed
my term as President, and remain as proud to
have been given this incredible honour as when
Len first asked me if | would consider taking on
the role three years ago.

Thanks to all of the Club volunteers, far too many
to mention individually, who contribute so much
time and effort to our Rugby community. Our
Saturday Match Days could obviously not take
place without Lisa and her team, Sian and the Bar
team, and Gemma Menzies, our match day lunch
coordinator. Thank you all.

And finally, if you will forgive me the indulgence,

| would like to thank my long-suffering wife, Sara,
who may get to see me a little more often next
season.

Back to my usual fair, and if we cast our minds
back to the beginning of November, everything
looked a wee bit of a worry as we sat bottom

of the table with 10 points on the board. Fast
forward 6 months and we have a chance to
record our joint highest ever league position, and
statistically our best ever season at Level 3, even
though our 6-game winning run came to an end
last Saturday.

Today we welcome Tonbridge Juddians back
to Silver Leys. They have had a fine return to

National One this season and sit 4 points, and one

place, below us in 8th spot. We had a cracking
game with them back in December where our
former scrum half, Connor Lloyd, came up just
short with a penalty that would have won it for
TJs at the death. Hopefully, today’s match will be
equally competitive.

As ever, | would like to thank all of our Club
sponsors for their support across the season. They
are well represented at our pre match lunch today.

Today’s Match Day Sponsors are our Principal
Club Sponsor, Tees, and our Man of the Match
sponsors this afternoon are Westbury Garden
Rooms.

We are also joined today by, Russell Property,
Mullucks, Price Bailey, Hanbury Wealth,

Nockolds, Mantle Space, Little Acre Homes,

Smart Merchants, KMD Wealth, Palmer & Martin,
Mr. Barber, Recruitability, Marshall Fire, Harlow
Agricultural Merchants and the ever present Three
Willows & Ace of Lanes.

Although our playing season is drawing to an end,
there’s plenty going on at the Club this summer
with the Annual Club Dinner on 9th May - with
Neil Back as guest speaker - and the Summer Ball
on 13th June. Hopefully we will see many of you
between now and when we return for National
One Rugby in September.

Finally, I would like to wish my successor, Dave
Walker, the best of luck for his term as President
of our Club. | hope you enjoy it as much as | have
my friend!
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FORWARD.

Corporate Finance

//

Proud sponsors of
Bishop's Stortford RFC

Helping you with

Business Acquisitions Management Buy Outs

Business Sales Raising Finance

Independent corporate finance, consulting and private
equity services for East Anglia and the South East

forwardcf.co.uk
01279 215559 hello@forwardcf.co.uk
Thremhall Park, Start Hill, Bishop's Stortford CM22 7WE



FROM THE HEAD COACH:

TOM COLEMAN

To many, it may seem like the season has come
and gone very quickly. I’'m not sure | feel the
same, and | imagine the players and staff would
agree.

Our journey began back in June, with countless
hours of blood, sweat, and (some!) tears. Now
here we are in April, with an opportunity to
achieve the club’s highest-ever points tally ina
National One campaign. Given the circumstances
we found ourselves in after eight games, it would
take a harsh critic to devalue this achievement. It’s
something we’ll be going all out to deliver over
the next two games.

I'm incredibly proud of my players, coaches,
physios, and management team, all of whom
have contributed significantly throughout the
season. What stood out most to me was how we
responded during difficult periods. When we were
under pressure and struggling, that’s when true
character was revealed and everyone came back
determined to improve and be better. You can’t
ask for much more than that. The time and effort
required to compete at this level is immense, and
it makes me very proud to lead this group.

FORWARD

The coaching team sponsored bt Forward Corporate Finance are (left to right): First Team Coach: Tom Coleman,
Team Manager: Darren Orbart, Assistant Forwards Coach: Rob Faiers, Defence/Forwards Coach: Tom Woolstencroft

Onto today’s game against Tonbridge Juddians.
They’ve had an excellent season with some
outstanding results. They play an attractive brand
of rugby, and there’s no doubt we’ll need to be
far better defensively today than we were at
Dings Crusaders on Saturday. I'm just glad Martin
Mills wasn’t there to see us 26-0 down after 20
minutes! From that point on, we were the better
team and arguably should have gone on to win,

if not for some poor decision-making. We've
found a strong rhythm in attack, but we’ve also
placed a big emphasis this week on getting things
right defensively. Hopefully, you will see a big
improvement in us today.

Finally, I'd like to say a huge thank you to all of our
sponsors. Your support for the club is incredible,
and we're extremely grateful. We hope to see you
all again next season.

Enjoy today’s game, please be vocal and get
behind the team, it really does make a difference.

Have a great summer.

Helping swners and
managers of busimesses with



JEMS

BOOKKEEPING & ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
< We help you to grow your business

A family run business based in
Bishop's Stortford. We take the
stress and worry out of your
accounting needs.

<> Business Tax <J> Payroll
<> Personal Tax <> Training
<> Bookkeeping <> VAT

<> CIS Tax <> and much more!

www.jemsaccountancy.com

® +44(0)1279 651 277

® contactus@jemsaccountancy.com

Jems Bookkeeping & Accountancy Services Ltd,
East Lodge, Bedlars Green, Great Hallingbury,
Bishop’s Stortford, CM22 7TL



BISHOP'S STORTFORD RFC
FIRST XV SQUAD
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BISHOP'S STORTFORD RFC
FIRST XV SQUAD

FRAIZER KIFF
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BISHOP'S STORTFORD RFC
FIRST XV SQUAD

OLLIE JONES PATRICK AKHURST REECE LANE RYAN DAVIES
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To become a
BSRFC sponsor,
or for more

Information contact
Julie North,

Price Bailey Steel Build Masters email: sponsorship
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LADIES DAY 2026:
ACTION FROM THIS YEAR'S CHARITY EVENT




re thinking Audi,

e Bodyshop & SMART repairs

¢ Genuine parts, accessories &
merchandise

e Flexible finance options available

For all of your Audi needs,
contact our team today or scan
the QR code to find out more.

Stansted Audi

Start Hill, Bishops Stortford, CM22 7DW
01279 467777
www.group lauto.co.uk/audi

Model imagery shown is non-UK specification and paint colours may vary depending on the lighting the vehicle is in.



Next door neighbour

Local dog walker

Mum on the school run
Rugby team member
We’re not estate agents.
We’re locals.

BISHOP’S STORTFORD
11 North Street, Bishop’s Stortford,
Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

Sales
01279 501 500
sales@russellpp.co.uk

Lettings RUSSELL
01279 501 500 PROPERTY
lettings@russellpp.co.uk 5« sates concuiiancy LETTINGS



/\ XY/ \
~ STORTFORD /*
- COLLEGE |

The Modern Face of
Independent Education

Bursaries available from Year 3
Sport scholarships available from Year 7



FLEXIBLE
B IR AIN & R
JPPORTIVE

Flexible work space in Bishop’s Stortford SPACE
Thremhall Park is one of our many locations that offer THAT
vibrant and contemporary work spaces to support your WORKS
business growth. With flexible solutions available, get in

touch to find out how we can help your business thrive. mqntlequce.co.uk

OFFICE | CO-WORKING | HOME-FLEXI | VIRTUAL | MEETING




MINIS NEWS:
NIKKY WILKINS

End of Minis Season Summary

As we near the end of the rugby season, it

is a great opportunity to take a look back at
what the minis section has been up to. With
over 300 players registered from U6-U12s it’s

a great showcase for how amazing the club

and especially our age group coaches are to
encouraging and maintaining players. We have
multiple age groups with waiting lists and 2
more on the verge. A great testament to the
love of rugby and environment being created. If
anyone hasn’t seen the volume of minis players,
pop down on a Sunday morning session and see
what an incredible section we have.

Since the cold and very wet snap at the
beginning of 2026, we have managed to get
a fair bit of rugby squished in the last part of
the season. We have entered multiple squads
into the County Festivals age groups. As well
as attending many other festivals across the
Country.

We also love to tour in the minis. Whether that is
a whole section or as an older age group.

Our U12s will be travelling to Butlins in Bognor
Regis to take part in the Leicester Tigers
Challenge tournament and represent the club,
with a packed tournament schedule format
seeing over 30 players competing in multiple
matches of two days.

The touring squad have been generously
sponsored by Tower Research Capital, The
Bridge House and BIT solutions.

From all the U12 players, parents and coaches a
big thank you to our sponsors for this tour!

This year, we have sold out the Minis Tour to
Overstrand, Norfolk. With 250 players and
families having a jam-packed weekend of
outdoor activities, bonding as team mates and
friends. Then donning their best fancy dress
‘Music Genre’ outfits to learn some songs. Before




MINIS NEWS:

being fueled by Haribo to light it up on the
pitches at Holt RFC to play some Tour Festival
Rugby. A thank you must go to the Volunteer
U10s Tour Organising committee - Without
them this weekend would not be possible. To
the Sponsors, Prime Facilities Management,
Stortford Interiors, Walfinch Home Care, Romans
Recruitment Group, SB Civils, Marshall Fire,
Hardsoft Computers, Inspection & Consultancy
Services Ltd, LB Projects, Tenon Construction,
Lazer Lamps Thank you for helping to make this
happen with some amazing tour kit and goodie
bags!

On our last day of the rugby season, we enjoy
our annual Fun Day. The age groups have some
fun games during training, awarding end of
season trophies for all. We also enjoy some beers
and ice cream at the clubhouse in the sunshine
(fingers crossed) and wonder what we will fill
our Sunday mornings up with for the next few
months!

A big ‘Thank You’ to Menor for sponsoring
our Mini Section Age group flags - these are

invaluable, every Sunday, you will see them
flying. They are also sponsoring something
special for our coaches too! Keep an eye out!

Thank you to our main kit sponsors Nockolds,
Hanbury Wealth, and Russell Property who also
sponsor our MDE. Thank you to the Oval Club
who has sponsored minis equipment, we are all
very grateful for your generosity.

As another year has gone by, | would like to say a
‘Thank You’ to the players, for turning up, putting
their efforts in each week, to the parents and
family members who stand on the side lines in
all weathers cheering and encouraging them to
do their best and get stuck in, but my biggest
thanks goes to the our volunteer coaches and
admins who give up their free time during

the week to create great training sessions and
Sunday mornings to show all their enthusiasm
and love for our sport, without you all we would
not have this amazing section in the club! Thank
you!

See you all next season!



HANBURY
WEALTH

A

Looking after
your wealth as we
would our own

Simply put, our holistic
approach to financial planning
allows you freedom.

The freedom to live your life,
your way, with confidence

and purpose.

INVESTMENT PLANNING RETIREMENT PLANNING PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY

BISHOP'S STORTFORD NORWICH
01279 466 706 01603 628 686

Independent & award-winning
clientservices@hanburywealth.co.uk
¥ HanburyWealth
hanburywealth.co.uk

OSSR
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Hanbury Wealth is a trading style of Hanbury Wealth Management Ltd. Which is authorised and regulated by the Finance Conduct Authority FCA number 757991.



TODAY'S OPPONENTS:
TONBRIDGE JUDDIANS

The Tonbridge Juddians club was formed in Tonbridge to get back into National One and
1999 by a merger between Tonbridge RFC and start playing Stortford again. Stortford will be
Old Juddians RFC. Tonbridge RFC was formed in  playing Tonbridge in the last home match of this

1904 and Juddians in 1928. The unusual “Judd” season, though this season we played away at
name comes from a school founded in the Tonbridge in December and not at the start of
sixteenth century in Tonbridge by Sir Andrew the season. Also, this season Tonbridge are just
Judd, a former Lord Mayor of London who made  one place below us in the league so it is safe to
his fortune in the Muscovy fur trade. assume (with both sides in mid-table), we will
Stortford first played Tonbridge Juddians in be playing them again next season.

National One when they were promoted from Tonbridge like ourselves run a number of senior,
National Two South after the Covid colts, minis and Ladies sides.

curtailed season of 2019/2020. There
was, of course, no 2020/2021 season
and playing Stortford at home was
their first game in National One in the
2021/22 season. The game was drawn
18-18 at Tonbridge; any Stortford
supporters who attended the game
would remember that at the end,
Tonbridge appeared to be happy to
settle for the draw after such a long
wait to play in National One.

Unfortunately, they were relegated
along with Blackheath after their
first season in National One,
although they managed to beat
Stortford 20-23 at Stortford in the
last game of the season. Stortford
also recruited their hooker Ryan
Jackson for the following season,
with Ryan and Razor (Alex
Rayment) sharing the hooking
and front row try scoring honours
between them for the next two
seasons. Tonbridge have returned
the compliment by recruiting
Connor Lloyd, who shared the
scrum half position with Chris
Bolt for the 2022/2023 and
2023/2024 seasons.

After relegation in 2021/2022
it took just three seasons
in National Two East for
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CAR AND VAN HIRE

7 & 9 Seater MPVS @ 200+ fleet

Close to Stansted Airport @ Cars

Family run company @ Panelvans

Luton vans @ Daily/Weekly hire

Online offers @ Long term lease

Bishop’s Stortford and Great Dunmow
Call us on 01279 505072
Or book online at WWW.PALMERANDMARTIN.CO.UK



DONNA McDONALD

BSRFC WOMEN:

What a season it has been for Women's Rugby!

Following last year’s historic, undefeated
promotion campaign, the aim this season was
not simply to repeat success, but to raise the bar
again. The team has done exactly that.

With two league games still to play, promotion
has already been secured for the second
consecutive year. Alongside this, the squad has
delivered a dominant league campaign, scoring
over 600 points. High scoring performances
have been a regular feature, with multiple
matches passing the 50 and 60 point mark. More
importantly, the season has been defined by
consistency, high standards, and a collective drive
to keep improving week after week.

This year also marked the team’s first entry into
a cup competition, bringing fresh challenges
against unfamiliar opposition and higher

level rugby. Reaching the quarterfinals was a
significant milestone and a reflection of the
progress made so far. It is an achievement the
group can take pride in and one that has helped
build confidence as the programme continues to
develop.

The most impressive part of the journey has
been the growth of Women’s Rugby within the
club. The season began still building momentum
and welcoming new players, many were new to
rugby. Those players have quickly become part
of a supportive and competitive environment.
Introduction of U18 players into senior rugby
during the second half of the season has further
strengthened the pathway from youth to adult
rugby and highlighted an exciting future.

Now, the section is on the verge of fielding

a second team, with plans to enter the Inner
Warrior competition creating even more playing
opportunities. While growth may appear rapid
from the outside, it has been built steadily
through commitment, hard work, and a group of
players who continue to show up for each other.

None of this happens without the people guiding
it. Under Head Coach Kyle McDonald, alongside

21

backs coach Alex Watson, forwards coaches
Alex Barclay Dave Walker, and Tom Brady, the
sguad has been challenged and supported to
improve every week. Working closely with Head
of Women’s and Girls Rugby Kate Hawkins, they
have helped create an environment built on
enjoyment, accountability, and belief.

The wider club, sponsors, and supporters have
also played a vital role. Support from the Oval
Club with kit early in the season was invaluable,
while backing from Bailey Hills has helped us
celebrate key moments.

We are also grateful to a group of long standing
supporters who have consistently supported
the team, contributing towards coaches and the
occasional well earned post match pint. Growing
support on the sidelines has made Women’s
Rugby an increasingly visible and valued part of
the club.

Promotion to NC1 brings both a step up

in standards and an exciting opportunity

for continued growth. Alongside this, the
development of a second team through Inner
Warrior represents another key milestone in
widening participation and strengthening the
programme.

Our final game of the season takes place on
Sunday 26th April, with the focus firmly on
finishing strong and producing a performance
that reflects everything this group has built. After
the final whistle, we will be celebrating another
hugely successful season. We would love to see
as many people there as possible to support the
team and join us afterwards as we mark the end
of another
special
season
together.

See you on
the sidelines.




Do you heed a

VIP CHAUFFEUR
driven car in London?

Cousins Chauffeurs
are a high end
chauffeur company.
Our vehicles include;
E, S and V-Class
Mercedes, BMW i7,
Range Rovers,
Bentleys and

Rolls Royce.

Based in Bishop’s
Stortford, we work
throughout the UK,
most European
countries and the USA.

n /Cousinschauffeurservies

m /paul-cousins-51241198/

/cousinschauffeur/

ecousu\ls CHAUFFEURS

call: 07414 202 402 \ email: info@cousinschauffeurs.co.uk
web: www.cousinschauffeurs.co.uk

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF BISHOP’S STORTFORD RFC



NOCKOLDS

PROUD SPONSORS OF

Bishop's Stortford Rugby
Football Club

We all need legal advice at some stage in our lives, whether that is for our
business, ourselves or families. Nockolds has dedicated legal experts who focus
on providing advice for you and your business.

Visit us Talk to us
www.nockolds.co.uk 0345 646 0406




Convert to sparkling with

BAILEY HILLS

ESTATES

Visit your local vineyard & winery
to experience our

Premium English
Sparkling Wine
\ crafted with passion in

Bishop’s Stortford

uves
YILEY HILLS
L3 TATES

Discover more about
tours, tastings & events

www.BaileyHills.co.uk

Bailey Hills | Wickham Hall | Bishop’s Stortford



YOUTH NEWS:
CHRIS LONGMAN

Under 15 - Tour of Holland 2026

The under 15s embarked on a Tour of Holland
over the Easter weekend. 38 boys, 7 coaches and
13 parents meet at 530am at the club on Good
Friday for a day of travelling and refreshment via
Harwich port, the Hook of Holland and onwards
to Summio Parc which was our accommodation
for the next 3 days. The boys were let loose on
the ferry and having left all phones at home they
had a great time with several unsolicited reports
from passengers that they were well behaved!

We had a free day on the Saturday, so had a day
out at Walibi Holland, which is a large theme
park, and this sorted out the thrill seekers from
the lame, with a number of coaches refusing to
entertain getting on any rides.

The main event of the tour was on Sunday were
we entered 2 teams into the long-established
Hilversum International Youth Rugby Festival
which has been going for 27 years. The team
names of Spartans and Samurai were resurrected
from our under 12 Butlins tour. The teams played
opposition from Scotland, England and the

Netherlands. The Spartan team won their group
progressing to the play off final and the Samurai
played some great rugby to make the play-off
round as well. Interesting in our first game that

in the Netherlands you can still play mixed rugby
to under 18s, so the boys were met with the
challenge of playing some girls who hit hard and
one tourist who will remain anonymous as “being
scared”!

Spartans played Bromley in the final winning
29-0 and played some great running rugby
which sets them up for the Herts County Cup
final which is now being played on Ist XV pitch on
Friday 24th April at 7.30pm given OAs decided
to go on tour on Finals Day! Please come along
and support.

Arriving back at the holiday park, the Most
Honourable Judge Jon Hall conducted a lengthy
court session correcting many misdemeanours
on tour and the boys were grateful for some raw
vegetables given there was plenty of brown food
eaten on tour.




EE Price Bailey

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

SUPPORTING YOU
AND YOUR BUSINESS

TO GET OVER THE LINE

Price Bailey
Accountants, auditors and advisors

Get in touch to see how we can
work with you:

Tom Meeks
Partner
&b Y T:+44(0)1279 712 719

ff ~ E:tom.meeks@pricebailey.co.uk

Tony Pennison
Partner

T: +44(0)1279 712 716
E: tonyp@pricebailey.co.uk

The right advice for life

X @Price_Bailey 5 Apprenticeships 50 20

@ Price Bailey

Price Bailey LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales, number OC307551. The
registered office is Causeway House, 1 Dane Street, Bishop's Stortford, Herts, CM23 3BT, where a list of
members is kept. Price Bailey LLP is registered to carry out audit work in the UK and regulated for a range of
investment business activities by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales priceba iIey.CO. uk



HANCOCKS

DRAINAGE & BUILDING SUPPLIES

Trading Over 25 Years

www.hancocks-building-supplies.co.uk

Fulfilling all your building material requirements
with the highest service and competitive prices.

NEXT DAY
DELIVERY

OPEN UP A
OPEN TO TRADE CASH
TRADE & DIY ACCOUNT TO
UNLOCK EXTRA
Monday to Friday
7:00am to 5:00pm DISCOUNTS

M Aboveground Drainage Saturday
8:00am to 12:00 noon

M Underground Drainage
Sunday - Closed

M Dry Lining & Plastering

Tel: 01279 656600 - |
Unit 6, Birchanger Industrial Estate

Email: info@hancocks-building-supplies.co.uk Stansted Road, Bishop’s Stortford
Herts, CM23 2TH
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Talk to us now about KORU membership and what we can do for you.

Classes, personal training or specialist training
for those seeking serious results.

Check out our website or drop in for a chat.

Peek Business Park, Woodside, Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 5RG
T: 01279 506487 E: team@korugym.com

www.korugym.com Oy



CHARTERHOUSE

COLLABORATE. SECURE

Proud sponsors of the
Bishop’s Stortford Colts
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your local charity
supporting adults and children with learning
disabilities and complex additional needs

www.mencapgrovecottage.org



PPLANDS

Groundworks & Landscaping

CREATING THE PERFECT OUTDOOR LIVING
SPACE FOR YOU & YOUR FAMILY

Driveways ¢ Landscaping ¢ Patios < Paving
Decking « Groundworks « Fencing « Garden Rooms

Contact us for a free quote

0800 368 9100

www.uglltd.co.uk

Cheekatrade.com
Svhare repesiaben et
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BISHOP'S STORTFORD

BLUE AND WHITE

Tristan Smith

Isaac Bell

Toby Hill

Hamish Ferguson

James Apperley

Harrison Langworthy

Ollie Jones

Will rogers (c)

W O N Wl AN =

Asa Stewart-Harris

-t
o

David Hayes

Head Coach:
Tom Coleman

Defence/Forwards
Coach:
Tom Woolstencroft

Assistant Forwards
Coach:
Rob Faiers

Lead Strength &
Conditioning:
Ben Sheath

Head Physio:
Ryan Clarke

Team Manager:
Darren Orbart

-
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Seva Kava

—t
N

Tom Hitchcock
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Alex Gilham

-
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Tom Mills
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Jake Morris

REPLACEMENTS

16

Damien Ducci

17

Mason Ford

18

Austin Pope

19

Chris Bolton

20 Dan Cole

MATCH DAY
SPONSORS:

REFEREE:
Nathan Howarth

ASSISTANT REFEREE 1:
Henry Lowis

ASSISTANT REFEREE 2:
Keith Page




TONBRIDGE JUDDIANS

RED, WHITE AND BLUE

Bobby Bratton

Will Holling

Sam Bland

Oscar Waite

George Merrick

Lucas Brooke

Vince Everit

White

W O N1 AW N -

Conor Lloyd

-
o

Lewis Gjaltema

Team Manager:
Pete Dankert

DoR:
Jordan Turner Hall

Coaches:
Luke Wallace
Tom White

Strength &
Conditioning
Nick Rees

Physios:
Jess R Rugg
Suzie Brook

Management
Pete Dankert
Steve Farr
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Curtis Barnes

—t
N

Harrison Sims
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REPLACEMENTS
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Ashley Graham

Due to printing deadlines, the
opposition team shown is the
team from last week's game
and may be subject to change.
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Luke Boon

18

Ben Harrison

19

Tom Nicol

20 Harvey Fernaux

MAN OF THE

MATCH SPONSORS

Please note that our bar
licence forbids the taking of
glasses and glass bottles onto
the field.

Reusable, rigid plastic glasses
are available at the bar.
Please ask for one if you
intend to take your drink
outside.

WESTBURY

ROOMS
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IT that is always match ready

Whether it's leading edge cloud services, an IT system tailored to
your business or drop goal IT support, we have the expertise and
knowledge to tackle your IT needs.

Ready to kick off your IT transformation? Give Bit Solutions
a call, and we will carry you over the line.

?%) bitsolutions

0333 577 2833 | hello@bitsolutions.net | bitsolutions.net




NATIONAL ONE:
RESULTS, FIXTURES, LEAGUE TABLE

RESULTS FROM T1TH APRIL 2026

Birmingham Moseley 24 - 25 Leeds Tykes
Blackheath 40-19 Sale FC
Dings Crusaders 40-34 Bishop's Stortford
Plymouth Albion 68 -24 Sedgley Park
Rosslyn Park 88-7 Leicester Lions
Rotherham 80-7 Rams
Tonbridge Juddians 33-24 Clifton

FIXTURES FOR 25TH APRIL 2026

Birmingham Moseley Vs Bishop's Stortford
Blackheath Vs Clifton
Dings Crusaders VS Rosslyn Park
Plymouth Albion 'S Leeds Tykes
Rams 'S Sedgley Park
Rotherham ' Sale FC
Tonbridge Juddians VS Leicester Lions

NATIONAL LEAGUE 1 TABLE

Team P w D L PF PA PD TBP LBP | Points | Adj.
Rotherham 24 20 0 4 950 | 482 | 468 18 3 101 0
Plymouth Albion 24 19 0 5 920 | 496 | 424 20 1 97 0
Blackheath 24 19 0 5 816 483 | 333 18 3 97 0
Sale FC 24 16 0 8 7 530 241 17 5 86 0
Rosslyn Park 24 15 0 9 856 650 206 21 4 85 0
Rams 24 12 0 12 700 | 722 -22 16 6 70 0
Bishop's Stortford 24 12 0 12 m 777 | -66 18 4 70 0
Tonbridge Juddians 24 10 1 13 698 | 682 16 17 7 66 0
Leeds Tykes 24 1 0 13 615 776 -161 1 2 57 0
Dings Crusaders 24 8 0 16 616 869 -253 14 5) 51 0
Birmingham Moseley 24 7 1 16 589 682 -93 12 7 49 0
Clifton 24 8 0 16 551 821 -270 n 4 47 0
Sedgley Park 24 8 0 16 500 | 794 | -294 10 3 45 0
Leicester Lions 24 2 0 22 564 | 1093 | -529 13 2 23 0




hiltoncoachworks

MANUFACTURER-APPROVED REPAIRS
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BSRFC MEMBERS OFFER
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£400.. Wi

OFF Use our Manufacturer-approved repair
Yo U R E X c E ss service and receive upyt(;)ufzrsooe 22”

We only use genuine parts, paint and
repair methods.

3 SPEAK TO A SPECIALIST
sl FIND OUT MORE 01279757 060

i, ||d| 3
T=EGSL . v boded v
BERTLEY E



JOHN ALLANSON &

MATCH REPORT:

Dings Crusaders 40 Bishop’s Stortford 1st XV 34

Stortford’s quest for a 7th win on the bounce was
thwarted by a side clearly determined to fight
their way out of the relegation battle - with that
determination apparently undiminished by the
presence in the squad of 6 Bristol Bears academy
players. Both sides looked to play expansive rugby
from the start, but it was the home side, with their
Bears centres outstanding, that took early control.
Individually strong and, clearly used to playing
together they were at the centre of some cracking
running rugby - at times irresistible - that took
them out to a 19 points’ lead after only 13 minutes
and extended this to 26 after just over half an
hour. Moving the ball at high speed between
numerous players that were individually very
illusive often left Stortford clutching at air, though
it has to be said that the visitors could have made
their task rather less hard, had they missed fewer
of their first-up tackles. Dings’ 4th try followed
hard on the heels of a yellow card shown to Tom
Hitchcock for repeated team offences, partly
reflecting the referee’s enthusiasm for blowing the
whistle at the slightest and, sometimes, confusing
pretexts. Despite the one man handicap, Stortford
fought back in the final quarter of the first half,
with Chris Bolton touching down after 35 minutes
from the base of one of a number of tryline

rucks, following a 5m lineout, after successive
penalties against Dings. He also added the tricky
conversion, but was unable to repeat the feat 5
minutes later, though it was his pinpoint kick pass
in the swirling wind that set up the try. The scorer
was loan Parry, showing great composure in only
his second first team appearance, by cutting in
from the wing and sidestepping two covering
defenders.

Stortford failed signally to retain the momentum
after the restart, when Dings’ opening kick was
allowed to bounce into touch on the visitors’ 22
and the resultant lineout was lost. These errors
were compounded by some uncharacteristically
loose tackling and Dings were in for a converted
try under the posts with less than 42 minutes
gone. Within a minute, though, Stortford
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responded with an unconverted try to Jake
Morris, after the home defence was caught

on the hop, when Bolton switched play to the
blindside, having run open from a midfield scrum
and Tom Hitchcock used the space created to
burst through and feed the fullback. The visitors
narrowed the points gap to 9 points 10 minutes
later, after David Hayes took the second of two
successive penalties quickly, but was tackled just
short. The pack, though kept the pressure on

and Fraizer Kiff dived over for a try converted

by Hayes. The deficit was soon further reduced

to just 4 points, following a scrum on halfway,
after Dings’ restart kick flew straight into touch.
Asa Stewart-Harris, now on for Bolton, repeated
his predecessor’s feat of running right, but
passing back behind the scrum to the left and
once again Hitchcock took full advantage of the
space created to put Morris in for his second

try. Stortford were now managing to pressurise

a few errors out of the opposition backs and
looked for a while as if they might pull off a
remarkable comeback victory. With 65 minutes
gone, however, Dings were attacking the Stortford
ling, after successive penalties produced two 5m
lineouts. The visitors defended driving mauls
from both very well, but two further penalties,
the second for a no-arms tackle by Harrison
Langworthy, saw the flanker receive a yellow
card, which was shortly followed by a try to the
home side under the posts. The resultant 11 points
gap was soon narrowed to 6 from an incisive
counter-attack from a long kick from Dings, which
Parry ran back strongly and Hitchcock took on
decisively to slice through and deliver a scoring
pass to Tom Mills. Play swung to and fro and it
took a great cover tackle from Kiff and jackal from
Morris to foil a threatening Dings move well inside
Stortford’s 22. With time running out, Stortford
looked to run out of defence, in search of a
potentially winning try, but the game was ended,
when the ball was knocked on out wide, as the
home side again showed considerable defensive
determination.
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Your trusted local Volkswagen retailer since 1980

...AND PROUD SPONSORS OF

Bishop's Stortford Rugby Club

4.9 Wilsc 88 Sales

Servicing

. Accident repairs

M J Warner Volkswagen

Hare Street, Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 OEA
Telephone: 01763 289 472

@ www.mjwarner.co.uk



Keen to discuss your needs
Here’s my mobile number
A drink in the pub

Just popping in to say hi
We’re not estate agents.
We’re friends.

BISHOP’S STORTFORD

11 North Street, Bishop’s Stortford,
Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

Sales
01279 501 500
sales@russellpp.co.uk

Lottings E RUSSELL
01279 501 500 PROPERTY

lettings@russellpp.co.uk %<« saLEs conculiaucy LETTINGS
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PRIVATE WEALTH MANAGEMENT

We help private clients
& business owners
get financially organised

STANSTED CAMBRIDGE LONDON

01279 647 663 01223 750100 020 3778 1100

KMD Private Wealth Management Ltd.
kmdpwm.co.uk

KMD Private Wealth Management Ltd is authorised
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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STEEL BUILD MASTERS

‘Speclions Uial busy

Premium Steel Framed Buildings
Custom Designed | Erected by Experts

0800 368 9100 |
www.steelbuildmasters.co.uk

We provide solutions for industrial, commercial, and domestic projects.
Riso catering to specialised market sectors such as automotive, aviation, marine,
equestrian, Sports, renewable energy and education.




re thinking Audi,

e Bodyshop & SMART repairs

¢ Genuine parts, accessories &
merchandise

e Flexible finance options available

For all of your Audi needs,
contact our team today or scan
the QR code to find out more.

Stansted Audi

Start Hill, Bishops Stortford, CM22 7DW
01279 467777
www.group lauto.co.uk/audi

Model imagery shown is non-UK specification and paint colours may vary depending on the lighting the vehicle is in.



IN THE SPOTLIGHT:

RICHARD EVANS =

Damien Ducci

Damien made his

first appearance for
the Stortford First XV
coming on as a back
row replacement

for Will Rogers, in

the heavy defeat to
Rotherham back in
September 2025.
Damien’s normal
position is as a prop
and this first Stortford
appearance can very
much be considered a
baptism of fire.

Damien had played as a prop for the BSRFC U18’s
colts in the cup competitions in the 2022/2023
and 2023/2024 seasons. Damien also made

a number of appearances for the Blues in
2024/2025.

During this season Damien has had four starts

in the front row to date and as the season has
progressed, has become a regular player in the
club’s prop rotation set-up with Toby Hill, Tristian
Smith and Henry Peck.

He scored his first “official” try for the Firsts at the
very end of the Rosslyn Park game last month but
his first try (which had been scored at the end of
the Leicester Lions away match) was accredited
by the Lions club fourth officials to Mason Bartley-
Ford. As Stortford had won well and scored 59
points in both these matches, these may not have
been crucial tries. Hopefully Damien will not have
to wait for Stortford to score 59 points again
before getting another try!

Perhaps more significantly, Damien has yet to be
yellow carded this season and could go a whole
season without a yellow card, which is considered
a very rare achievement for a Stortford prop.

Damien comes from South Africa where props are
rightly venerated but he only started playing club
rugby after his family moved to the UK. Playing in
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the front row with a South African accent could
prove to be a distinct advantage in National One
rugby.

At twenty years old Damien is still very much
a youngster as a prop in National One but he
has made very good progress this season. He
appreciates all the help and coaching he has
received at Stortford that has helped establish
him in the First XV.

Damien has moved up from the U18 colts to

the First XV but having not played minis rugby

at Stortford, could not have qualified him with
home grown * status. However, more importantly,
despite his age he has already started to look like
an experienced prop.

Damien’s older brother Fabian Ducci has also
played rugby at Stortford. Fabian played at centre
where, being from South Africa, is definitely not
as much of an advantage as being a prop.

The Ducci surname has Italian origins and so
on the team sheet it disguises his South African
roots; you only have to talk with Damien to
quickly get the impression he is indeed, a real
South African prop.

Damien is at present living in Takeley so it is very
appropriate that he is sponsored this season by
Coleman’s Farm.
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CLUB
STORTFORD

Club Stortford continues to
grow and we are increasing our
membership.

Now in our 14th season, it’s
hard to believe we started

as a small working party to support the

squad after our promotion to National League Rugby
in 2013/14. It was the brainchild of Charlie Dunsford,
Russell Cattell and others from the club. Many members
have worked tirelessly both at the forefront and behind
the scenes throughout the last 14 years and we want
that to continue. At our recent AGM Charlie Dunsford
and Jamie Baker were duly elected to take up the
ongoing challenge as the New President and
New Secretary.

Club Stortford works closely with the We continue to be on the hunt for new members

1st XV coaching team to provide funding who can help us to broaden the extent of our support

for expenditure beyond the resources for the squad. Individual and corporate membership

of the main club and our Mission options are available and both come with exclusive

Statement remains a simple one; Club Stortford ties, 2 x Club Stortford pre-match

* To ensure BSRFC continues our lunches, match reports after each league game and
journey in National 1s League Rugby other perks like access to Six Nations and Autumn
- this includes the 1st & Blues as one Internationals tickets. There will also be regular
squad updates for Club Stortford Members from head coach

¢ To cultivate new homegrown talent Tom Coleman. Alongside this, you’ll get discounts
throughout the club drawing from to local restaurants like Zara. Get in touch with our
the Minis, Youth and Colts secretary Jamie Baker on 07922 422 489 for more
development squads. information or to join.
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NNECT

PROUD SPONSORS OF BISHOP'S STORTFORD RUGBY CLUB

At Connect we believe in developing the potential
of our people through training and we are
committed to ensuring that our Scaffolders are
among the best in the industry.

To find out more about our apprenticeship scheme
and NVQ Construction Diploma Scaffolding email us
at

[] m "
§ ¢ WORK OUTDOORS 1’ -
| -
o KEEP FIT Py

¥
= o LEARN Ay

PRACTICAL SKILLS ==

¢ GAIN '
QUALIFICATIONS

e BE PART OF A
GREAT TEAM

SAFER EASIER QUICKER BETTER CONNECTED
controlling risks, making sharing ideas for smarter saving time through continual working as a team to deliver
health and safety our priority working delivering improvement and good great customer service
innovative solutions communication

01279 757 113 | www.connectscaffolding.co.uk




We’re Here to
Tackle All Your
Property Needs

' Residentiﬁales
Resic L

tial Lettings
Proper anagtment
~ Lanc w Home

-y

.co.uk

1 Walden
520520
lucks.ca

- low
v 18888
Id'harl | cks.ca

S
e
Ko B e G

Mullucks




ACEOFFADES = .7

BSRFC PLAYERS & MEMBERS 20%
Discount on all services with
Riley Coyne

London School of Barbering
Qualified

A FEW OF OUR SERVICES:

CUT & SKIN FADE
SHAVE AND CUT
KIDS CUTS

BEARD TRIM
GENTLEMEN CUTS
& MANY MORE

CALL TO BOOK
01279 503079

80 South St, Bishop's
Stortford CM23 3BG
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OVAL
CLUB

The Oval Club was formed in 1998 by some Bishop’s Stortford Rugby
Football Club members who wanted to find a way of raising funds to improve
the playing facilities of the Club with the mission statement:

'To contribute towards promoting the highest possible standard of rugby
throughout Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Football Club’

The Oval Club is an autonomous body and
entirely independent of the Rugby Club's
operations. None of the Committee members
hold a position or appointment in the Rugby
Club's infrastructure. The Oval Club does not
seek to influence decisions of the Rugby Club.
It responds to requests for financial assistance
for projects which have been approved by the
Rugby Club's Executive Committee and which
fall within its mission statement.

Funds are raised by monthly contributions
from the Members two thirds of which are set

aside for Rugby Club projects with the other
third reserved for social events for Members.

To date The Oval Club has raised over a quarter
of a million pounds with the Rugby Club
receiving more than £200,000.

The Oval Club makes contributions to the
Rugby Club for one off projects which are
of long term value and not part of

on-going budget requirements. Often these
contributions have been made to the Club
to enable it to secure grants from the Rugby
Football Union and other sources.

So far, major contributions have been made towards the cost of:

Flood lighting the main pitch,
Floodlighting the back field pitches,
Pitch repair and maintenance,
Improvement of the playing surfaces,
including the purchase of a verti-drainer,
¢ Drainage of the back field pitches,

¢ Rabbit fencing,

e Replacement of goal posts,

¢ Refurbishing the changing room showers,

e Purchase of physiotherapy equipment,

¢ Playing equipment and travel costs for all
teams,

e Supporting youth and mini through tours,
kit and additional playing facilities,

e Junior coaching courses.

On the social side there are annual Members’
events. Currently these are:

e A self-supporting golf day at one of the
local golf clubs,

e An Annual Dinner and Forum,

e First team home and away lunches.

Through its contributions The Oval Club plays
a considerable part in helping the Rugby Club
enhance its playing related facilities for the
use of all sections and members of the Club,
including Senior Sides, Ladies & Girls, Colts,
Youth, Mini and Touch Rugby

If you are interested in joining
The Oval Club please contact a
member of the Committee, below:

Robbie Kerr - Chairman
Steven Wasley - Secretary
John Power - Treasurer
John Robinson

Mark Caulfield

Mark Smith
NOVEMBER 2023



We are Fuse Security - a Bishop’s
Stortford based Security System
Installer, providing high quality
services at affordable prices.

We offer different products and
services ranging from CCTYV,
Intruder Alarm and Access
Control.

We put your needs first, and we
charge pocket-friendly prices for
our products and services.

Fuse Security

PROTECTING WHAT MATTERS

e ° ACCESS CONTROL

2 W
 russsecuy )y NTRUDER ALARMS
« CCTV

01279 B9T270
* SECURITY LIGHTING

Call our office or email us to learn
more about Fuse Security:

t: 01279 897270
e: Info@fusesecurity.co.uk
w: www.fuse-security.com

Fuse Security are
proud supporters of

Bishop’s Stortford
Rugby Club
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Cammas Hall
Fruit Faxm +Tea. Bonn + Foum Shop

A great day out for all the fomily!

Pick-Your-Own* & freshly ready-picked produce:
Strawberries - Gooseberries - Raspberries - Cherries
Blackberries - Blackcurrants - Sweetcorn - Blueberries
Sunflowers - Pumpkins...

Tea Barn: great coffee and homemade food
Children’s Play Area
Footgolf

Farm Shop: the best local produce including honey &
jam from the farm

Nature Trail
Maize Maze (August to October)

Seasonal Events

Hatfield Broad Oak *Pre-book for PYO online at
CM22 71T cammashall.co.uk




SIORT™ BLINDS

INDIVIDUAL STYLE

YOUR LOCAL BLIND AND SHUTTER SUPPLIER

BLINDS | SHUTTERS | AWNINGS
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CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

www.stortblinds.co.uk | Tel:01279 504121
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ELEMENTS

Home & Garden
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Elementshomeandgarden.co.uk




OFF THE PITCH:
RICHARD EVANS

BSRFC President

Traditionally it is the first match programme of
the season that contains either the introduction
of the new Club President, or the announcement
of the start of their second and final season in
office. Our Club President only serves for a fixed
term of two seasons before handing over to their
successor. This match will be Al Jones’ last home
match as President and he will be handing over
to Dave Walker for next season at the Club AGM
in the summer.

Al took over from Len Lindop at the start of

the 2024/2025 season and in his two seasons,
our 1st XV has avoided any relegation scares
achieving respectable mid-table finishes in

both seasons, even if the start of this season

did not go well until results turned around in
November. Now Al will not claim any credit for
the successes on the pitch but, with the marquee
refurbishment finishing on time before the start
of this season, all the pre-match home lunches
have been successful once again. Al is quick to
recognise all the Club members that have helped
him throughout his presidency, although he is
claiming credit for the fine weather on Ladies Day
a few weeks ago!

Our Club Chairman, Steve Dunkley, succinctly
summed up the Club President role as follows:
“It is a primarily an honorary position within the
Club and acts as the Club’s representative at all
internal and external functions”. Of course, the
centre piece of the President’s role at Stortford is
the hosting of the top table during the pre-match
lunches at home matches with the objective

to warmly welcome the opposition team’s
dignitaries, acknowledge and thank the Club’s
sponsors in attendance, and ensure everybody
enjoys their lunch, a role that Al has fulfilled
splendidly.

Al's jokes and pre-lunch graces are perhaps not
quite as famous (or should that be infamous) in
National League One as those of Mick Coleman,
but he has been a very popular President with
the visitors and is generally one of the last to
leave the clubhouse on home match days. One

s

innovation on match days this season has been
the post-match video interview with Head

Coach Tom Coleman, which has been added to
Al’s role. For home games, these take place in
front of a full “Match of the Day” club sponsors’
background. The videos appear on the Club’s
social media channels and in the last three

home games’ videos, it has been great to see
Tom Coleman deservedly smiling through the
interviews.

Al's commitment to the role has meant he missed
out on the opportunity to be at Murrayfield for
two famous Scotland Six Nations results this
season; Scotland 31 England 21and Scotland 50
France 40. Al is always keen to remind us of his
Scottish heritage, especially when the Calcutta
Cup is north of the border and even if Ireland
managed to ruin things for Scotland at Dublin.
Well done again on a successful presidential term,
and perhaps unlike with another President across
the Atlantic, we are sure the Club will be looking
back on Al’s term with many happy memories.

e ———
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Belcom

Industrial Network Cables P

b1
24

A LOCAL COMPANY WITH INTERNATIONAL REACH, SUPPORTING

BISHOP’S STORTFORD RFC

Our cables operate in some of the toughest environments within the
industry worldwide.

We design and manufacture cables to the highest performance levels
with third party verification, we are specified for use on the world’s
largest industrial projects.

No secret: Experience, common sense, plain speaking,

technical knowhow and the will to deliver.

www.belcom.co.uk

801279 871150
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BSRFC PRESIDENT'S CHARITY
CARDIAC RISK IN THE YOUNG

At the start of last season,
our Rugby Club family lost
our friend and teammate
Max Oliver, to a Sudden Cardiac Arrest,
at just 31 years of age.

The Oliver family wanted to try
and make something positive
happen from their unimaginable
loss and, with the help of Max’s
friend Spencer Kersey, set up a
JustGiving page to raise money
for Cardiac Risk in the Young (CRY).

L |

‘ Every week in the UK at least 12 young people
l die of undiagnosed heart conditions. Since its
¥ "\. formation in 1995, CRY has been working to
H F reduce the frequency of young sudden cardiac

- death (YSCD). CRY supports young people

diagnosed with potentially life-threatening

; cardiac conditions and offers bereavement

Max Oliver support to families affected by YSCD.

CRY promotes and develops heart screening
programmes and funds medical research.

In agreement with the family, | decided
to join with them and have the
Memorial Fund for Max with
Cardiac Risk in the Young as my
President’s Charity.

So far over, £51,000 has been
raised in Max’s memory. If we
can achieve £70,000, this
would be sufficient to fund
cardiac screening for 1000
young people. We hope that

a number of the screenings
would take place here at Silver
Leys and as many of our young
members as possible can benefit
from the screening.

Cardiac
Risk in the

Registered Charity No: 1050845 g

WWW.C-r-y.org.uk
Al Jones, BSFRC President
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Local
relationship
pbanking

Our unique approach to

banking puts your needs and
ambitions first.

Your dedicated account
manager is there to support
you, making those important
decisions to get a solution that's
right for you.

Would you like to experience the Handelsbanken difference?
Call Hertford branch today on 01992 585200

handelsbanken.co.uk/hertford HandGISbanken

Handelsbanken is the trading name of Handelsbanken plc, which is incorporated in England and Wales with company number 11305395.
Registered office: 3 Thomas More Square, London, E1TW 1WY, UK. Handelsbanken plc is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Financial Services Register number 806852. Handelsbanken
plc is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Svenska Handelsbanken AB (publ). 2731 | 00.233 | 10.2024



MATCH DAY
EXPERIENCE!

Behind the scenes
with the Ist XV...

As part of the Club’s ethos ‘to be a strong and
successful rugby club united from Senior to
Minis’, trusted and valued by our community
BSRFC Head Coach Tom Coleman along with
Club captain Will Rodgers and the rest of the
1st XV Squad, provide an insight for our Mini
and Junior Members into what goes on behind
the scenes as the players prepare for a National
League 1 Match.

The day kicks off with a Q&A in the 1st XV
changing room, followed by training, games
and warm-up sessions with the minis coaches
and injured players. They then form the “Players
Tunnel” alongside the “Blazers” to welcome both
the opposition and the 1st XV onto the pitch
before the game. Their experience culminates
with post-match photos alongside the Players.

SPONSORED BY

“JYRUSSELL
PROPERTY
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Wednesdays Saturdays
6:30pm - 8:30pm 12pm - 3pm

(When there isa

Sunﬂﬂ}FS st 20 o el >
:;l':]m B 1Dm jlll ﬂ HANBURY
WEALTH

3 ! ONLINE 24/7 www.bsrfcshop.co.uk
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